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Our 15! Anniversary Gift... 


15 set Absolutely FREE 








If any book you choose, after examina- 
tion, is not of real importance to your 
ministry, you may return it for full 
credit. That is all there is to it, no “ifs,” 
“ands” or “buts”! 

The regular and special dividend 
books, the reduced prices on many 
Club Selections and other money- 
saving privileges will save you at least 
50% on the cost of your books! These 


PULPIT BOOK 


If you 


UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE — SAVE 50% 


ELSeJOHN KNOX’S HISTORY 


OF THE 


REFORMATION in SCOTLAND 


-(two volume set) 


Edited by William Croft Dickinson 


THE MOST SENSATIONAL OFFER IN BOOK CLUB 
HISTORY! Prior to this edition, THE HISTORY OF THE 
REFORMATION IN SCOTLAND was a rare collector’s item. 
Written 400 years ago, it has long been regarded as a great land- 
mark of Christian theology and a classic of the literature of 
Protestantism. Its most significant virtue to ministers today is the 
freshness and timeliness of the message. Relations between Church 
and State; the necessity of Protestantism to real democracy; the 
fight against political encroachments of Roman Catholicism—these 
were the immediate concerns of the author, and as he wrote he 
might well have been speaking directly to us. The 16th Century 
colloquialisms have been rendered in modern English, but all the 
flavor of his lively, pungent and personal narrative style is retained. 
Your study library will be enriched by the addition of these two 
truly superb volumes. 





NO MINIMUM PURCHASE 
REQUIREMENTS 


Unlike other book clubs you do not 
obligate yourself to buy any books, ever. 
Each month you will receive your com- 
plimentary copy of the Club Bulletin. 
Included is a complete description of the 
new selections for the month, the current 
dividend book and any special offers 
being made to members. If you want 
the Club Selection, do nothing—it will be 
sent to you on publication. If you don’t 
want it, simply mail back 

the form supplied with the 

Bulletin. Simple, econom- 






























TYPICAL 
CLUB SELECTIONS 
Communism, Democracy and 


Catholic Power 
Paul Blanshard 




















Mr. Jones, Meet The Master 
Peter Marshall 


New Light For A New Day 
O. A. Geiseman 


Pastoral Leadership 
Andrew W. Blackwood 


Public Relations Manual 
For Churches 
Stanley I. Stuber 































A BOOK CLUB FOR MINISTERS 


All ministers are cordially invited to accept— 
absolutely free—this handsome two-volume set 
(selling at bookstores for $15) and a trial mem- 
bership in the Pulpit Book Club. There are no 
strings attached —no books to buy unless you 
so desire. Whether you decide to become a 
member or not, this distinguished two volume 
set is yours as an outright gift. Our only desire 
is to acquaint you with the tremendous benefits 
the Pulpit Book Club offers your ministry. 


FREE DIVIDENDS TO MEMBERS 


If you decide to buy two selections of the Pulpit 
Book Club—you will receive a dividend book 
at no cost (frequently worth as much as $5.00 
or even more). The Pulpit Book Club carries out 
a system of profit sharing, to the greatest possible 
extent. Special dividends in addition to the reg- 
ular ones, special offers for pre-payments, for 
introducing new members, etc., all serve to 
reduce still further the cost of your working 
library. Save money on your books--mail this 
coupon today. 


FREE $15 GIFT CERTIFICATE 
ical make your own V BULPIT BOOK CLUB, e?r. £10 


selections. 


yes -— please send me absolutely free my $15 set of 
JOHN KNOX’S HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 


GREAT NECK, NEW YORK 


are the books you want and need — 
books you would be buying anyway. 
As a Pulpit Book Club Member you 
will build up your professional library 
at a fraction of the usual cost. The 
supply of JOHN KNOX’S HISTORY 
OF THE REFORMATION IN SCOT- 
LAND is necessarily limited, we urge 
you to mail the coupon today. 


CLUB creatNECkK NY. 


Pere aware a = a ee 


IN SCOTLAND (in two volumes) by return mail, post- 
age prepaid, and enroll me for a trial membership in 
the PULPIT BOOK CLUB. I understand this places me 
under no obligation to buy any books. If I do decide to 
buy any of the Club Selections I will receive a free 
Dividend book with each two selections. Any Club 
selection that does not come up to my expectations can 
be returned for full credit. 


Name... 


Address 


do not wish to mar this cover —use extra coupon on page 37 
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News Flash! 
$82,000 Already Received Toward 
HCJB’s 100,000 Watt Advance Program 

















ACIS s Next Big Step 


Powerful Diesel Generators 
Contracted for at Half Price 


These generators were built to deliver death. Tomorrow 
they will deliver life through HCJB’s Voice of the Andes. 


They were built for the military to raise, fire and lower 
16-inch coast artillery cannon—instruments of death. 


Power for God 


Now by God’s Providence, they will be a vital part of 
HCJB’s life saving program. These Diesel generators will 
produce electrical power needed to drive the several new and 
more powerful transmitters of HCJB. 


Only God can make such a transformation 





Off to a good start with its increase in power program, 
HC)JB is trusting the Lord for “great and mighty things.” * 
Only as God’s people participate in prayer and gifts can this 
project continue to go forward. 
300 million can be reached 
with the Gospel 

The successful completion of the 100,000 watt advance 
program will enable HCJB to beam the Word of Life to 300 
million people—many of whom are behind the Iron Curtain. 


free illustrated book 
“Storming Ear Gate” 
will give you details of 
this gigantic effort to reach 
every nation with the Gospel. 


YOU can have a part in this missionary radio enterprise! 
address all communications to 


Advance Program Department, Box 109, Wheaton, IIl. 


HCJB--the Voice of the Andes 
Operated by World Missionary Radio Fellowship, Inc., 1931 


* Jeremiah 33: 3 
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ACTUAL CHURCH SERVICES recorded on tape are reproduced with 
lifelike fidelity for the shut-ins of your congregation. This 
brings them into closer contact with the dust enables them 





CHOIR REHEARSALS go more smoothly when tape is used to 
check progress and point out areas where improvement is 
desirable. Re-recording automatically erases or destroys the 
previous recording. Thus it is possible to make hundreds of 
recordings on the same reel of tape. 


MINNESOTA MINING & MFG. CO. 

SAINT PAUL 6, MINNESOTA 

Dept. E-101 

Get 15 sound ideas for your church... 

send this coupon today for your free booklet. 











City Ft —— 90 
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SEND THIS COUPON for 15 Sound Ideas for a More Active 
Church, new booklet chock full of interesting ways to broaden 
the influence of your church through tape recording. Big, 
clear pictures, informative text. Send for your copy today! 


“TAPE RECORDING can give your church 
wider influence. This book tells how.” 

















to participate in the services they are unable to attend. The 
voices of minister, choir . 
are captured on the tape. 


. even the congregation singing 


HOW IS YOUR READING of the Scriptures? Do you have a sing- 

song delivery? Do you read too fast, or fail to emphasize 

words for meaning? Tape recording reproduces your voice 

ape lets you hear how you sound to your congregation, 
elps you improve your delivery. 








Made in U.S.A. by Minnesota Mining & Mfg. Co., St. Paul 6, Minn.—also makers of 
“Scotch” Brand Pressure-sensitive Tapes, “Undersea!” cating, 

Reflective Sheeting, “Safety-Walk” Non-slip Surfacing, “3M” Abrasives, “3M" Ad- 
hesives. General Export: Minn. Mining & Mfg. Co., int'l Division, 270 Park Avenve, 
New York 17, N. Y. in Canada: Minn. Mining & Mfg. of Canada Lid. London Canada. 





Bntered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Clifton Heights, Pa. . 
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THE EDITOR'S MOTHER 

We rejoice that God is using you to re- 
veal the light to countless numbers who 
are in darkness. May He continue to bless 
your ministry. 

We are interested to know how your 
mother, whom you have mentioned over the 
radio, became a Christian. : 

Mrs. Marcaret B. Dorrox. 
Mrs. Isaset B. Gappy. 
Miami, Florida 

Curiously enough, I never learned the 
story of my mother’s conversion from her, 
but only indirectly through Mr. Ralph Nor- 
ton and Mrs. Edith Norton, the Directors 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission. They told 
it to me in February 1921 when, as a mem- 
ber of the Mission Staff, I met them at 
Antwerp on their way back from America. 
They brought with them the young lady 
whom I later married. All of us were in 
the automobile together and Mr. Norton 
said, “Donald, we visited your home while 
we were in California and I asked your 
mother how she had been saved. She told 
me the following story. 

“‘My family came from Ireland shortly 
before my birth. I was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, and the family was devoutly 
Roman Catholic. An older brother was a 
Jesuit priest (that, of course, I had known). 
I was sent to boarding school, and roomed 
with three other girls. One of them was a 
Methodist girl who read her Bible morning 
and evening. I would never touch the Bible, 
but was always interested in spiritual things 
and realized that this girl seemed to have 
a joy in her religious life that.I did not 
have. Our dormitory rooms were rather 
small and our trunks were kept in an attic. 
One day I went up to the attic to get some- 
thing out of my trunk. There was a heavy 
suitcase on top of the trunk which I had to 
move in order to get into it. As I was pull- 
ing at it, a piece of paper was torn off of a 
printed sheet that had been used to-cover a 
shelf. This piece of paper fell against my 
sweater and clung to the wooly part of the 
sweater. I brushed at it and didn’t get it 
off. So I picked it off and read it. There 
was John 3:16—“For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” The 
verse struck my heart very strongly. I went 
back to my room without having opened 
my trunk. I held the piece of paper out to 
the Methodist girl and asked her if this 
was a part of her religion. She got her 
Bible and opened it and showed me the 
verse. We talked together and it was there 
that the light of God came into my soul and 
I knew that I had turned to Jesus Christ 
and had eternal life. 

“*Shortly after that time, in 1868, my 
family. went to California by way of Pan- 
ama. We lived in San Francisco, next door 
to the former Senator Clark, who was Col- 
lector of the Customs in San Francisco. His 
wife had a younger brother, Theodore Barn- 
house, who spoke to me as a neighbor. We 
talked about this verse and he, too, had a 
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Bible. We talked about religious things, 
and soon fell in love with each other. My 
family was horrified at the thought of my 
marrying a Protestant, but I loved him. 
And when I was supposed to go to visit one 
of my aunts, I started out to travel by my- 
self, but had made an arrangement to meet 


Theodore and we went away and were mar- [ 


ried. From the beginning we had family 
worship in our home and my husband led 
me into ever-deepening knowledge of Chris- 
tian truth. My family would receive me 
only with the greatest coldness and finally 
my husband took me to live 200 miles away 
and during our period of absence there, my 
parents died. The rest of my family would 
never establish further relationships with 


I was very much moved as I heard that 
story for the first time and my wife told 
me later that she, too, was moved to hear 
it in the same hour that we were first meet- 
ing each other. I hope the story may be a 
blessing to you. 


BLESSING AT BOTH ENDS 


Thank you for all of the helpfulness 
pret pack a your magazine. It is— 
s is not flatte nor is it exaggera- 
tion — the one Christian magazine we would 
not do without. I’m a second generation 
reader, since my father was a charter sub- 
scriber to Revelation, and we've always 
had your publication in our home. We've 
been much helped by it, both in life and 
ministry, and trust That you get half as 
much blessing from the preparation of it 
as we get here at the consumer’s 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


James S. Kierer. 
Kinder-Evangelisations-Bewegung 


in Deutschland 
Stalburgstrasse 38, Germany 


A WORD OF THANKS 


. . » let me add here a word of thanks 
for Ergerniry. It is the one magazine of all 
that I receive which I prize most highly. 
I file practically everything in it. Thanks 
especially for the recent article on the Irish 
crisis.” 

Etwyn STAFForD, 
Pastor, Craycroft Baptist Church. 


Tucson, Arizona 





CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 
Our ministry in India includes— 
REGULAR RADIO BROADCASTS 


Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 South Beecher, Chicago 5, Ulinois 















SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of ETERNITY: 
October 7, 14, 21, 28— Tenth Presbyterian 
gee Philadelphia: October |, 8, 15, 22, 

— St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 46th Street 
at of 8th Avenue, New York City; Octo- 
ber 2, 9,.16, 23, 30—Gilead Baptist Church, 
Detroit, Mich.; October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 — 
Goss Memorial Reformed Church, Akron, 
Ohio; October 4, 11, 18, 25— First Pres- 
byterian Church, McKeesport, Penna.; Octo- 
ber 5, 12, 19, 26—Point Breeze Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, 
Penna.: October |-7 — Methodist Church, 
Collingswood, N. J.; October 10 (aft.) 
Hebrew-Christian Gospel Mission, Avenue 
B, New York City; October 10-14 — Baptist 
Church, Flushing, Long Island; October 16- 
19— Bible Conference, Manheim, Penna.; 
October 22-25— Bible Conference, East 
Greenville, Penna.; October 28-3! — Bible 
Conference, Mennonite Church, Richfield, 
Penna, 


Peter Joshua, Evangelist and Bible Conference 
Speaker: September 23 to October 3— 
Ward Memorial Presbyterian Church, De- 
troit, Mich.; October 7-21 —City Wide 
Campaign, Rockland, Maine; October 28- 
November 18—Lenawee County Campaign, 
Adrian, Mich. 


William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, Philadelphia: October 4— 
C.B.M.C. of Schuylkill Valley Annual Ban- 
quet, Norristown, Penna.; October 6— 
Youth for Christ, Coatesville, Penna.; Oc- 
tober 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14— Bible Testimony 
Church, Norristown, Penna.; October 21 to 
26 — Olivet Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia; October 27 — Young ac oe 
Gospel Center, Reading, Penna.; 
28—Olivet Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia; October 3! — First Presbyter- 
ian Church, Philadelphia, Penna. 





Christmas Program Helps 
FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


NO ROOM IN THE INN, by Wm. M. Les- 
sel. An effective presentation with a 
definite appeal. Easy to produce. Re- 
quires 2 major, 10 fwd. characters, 
and 20 minutes. Three scenes, but one 
. Depicts visit of “Shepherds = 
Wise Men. Per copy 
THE SHEPHERDS LIVE AGAIN, by Fg 
M. Lessel. Action takes place in Sun- 
day school classroom and open field at 
night. Calls for 12 characters. A = 
message. Per copy 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM HELPS, by wm. 
M. Lessel. A group of 25 original reci- 
tations ideally suited for Beginner, Pri- 
mary, Junior and Intermediate depart- 
ments, plus two pages of songs written 
for Christmas use. Per copy 25¢ 
THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT in Gospel Soles 
and Duets, by Harry Dixon Loes and 
George S. Schuler. 14 songs that may 
be used singly or as a Christmas 
tata. 7 by 10 inches, 16 pages. Per 
copy 40c 
From your religious bookstore or 


Van Ramon Pease we 


222 E. Willow . Mi. 
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DEBT TO THE WORD 


In a foreword which he wrote for 
The Sea and the Jungle, H. M. Tom- 
linson spoke of the debt he was con- 
scious of owing to Thoreau. Once, 
going through a book dealer’s cata- 
logue, he found listed a first edition 
of his own book, and on the same 
page, at a considerably lower price, 
one of Thoreau’s. He felt embar- 
rassed. “I am not,” he wrote, “a 
collector of old books and first edi- 
tions, but I rescued this volume of 
the 1850’s at once, for very shame. 
Why, the light of that work had 


penetrated clear through the years, . 


and was reflected in my own effort 
beside it. Here I feel I ought to 
acknowledge my debt, for it would 
be idle to pretend that an author, 
unlike a ploughman, can be born out 
of the blue; the lines of the old fur- 
rows driven by his forefathers show 
in the ancient earth and he must use 
as his handful the seedcorn which has 
descended from harvests that were 
reaped long before history began.” 


It is a good rebuke for our whole 
generation. The nation acts as though 
it had achieved high civilization en- 
tirely through its own efforts. It takes 
for granted its gadgets, its comforts, 
and its mechanical perfections. It 
puts a high price in its catalogues on 
all its own works and marks down 
the things that have gone before. In 
its mind the Word of God is not 
merely inexpensive but frequently 
cheap. 


We need as a nation to confess our 
sins. Moses in the law stated, “If 
they shall confess their iniquity, and 
the iniquity of their fathers, with 
their trespass which they trespassed 
against Me, and that also they have 
walked contrary unto Me, and that 
I also have walked contrary unto 
them, and have brought them into 
the land of their enemies; if then 
their uncircumcised hearts be hum- 
bled, and they then accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity: then 
will I remember My covenant . 
(Lev. 26:40-42). It was according 
to this that Isaiah said, “Woe is me! 
for I am undone for I am a man of 
unclean lips and I dwell in the midst 
rey people of unclean lips” (Isa. 
6:5). 


Personal confession must precede 
national confession, but it is a good 
thing to remember our debt to the 
Word of God and acknowledge that 
~~ we have and are came from 

im. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own biood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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The Art of Livin 


By GODFREY C. ROBINSON and STEPHEN F. WINWARD 


This is the first in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, which will cover 
the following phases of Christian life and answer many questions that arise 
in the minds of young believers. 


I. Introduction: The Business of Living 


II. Successful Living 
Il. 
IV. 


VII. 
VIII. 


How to Study 


“The cost of living, we are told, 
has gone up. This is no doubt due 
to the fact that there is such a demand 
for it.” This joke contains more than 
a little truth. The one thing we all 
want, that which we all avidly de- 
mand, is a full and happy life. Faced 
with Hamlet’s question we practically 
all decide that to be is better than not 
to be. And by this we do not mean 
mere existence; but real life. Yet in 
spite of the fact that “those who find 
it are few” it has to be admitted that 
the art of living is largely a neglected 
study. The disillusioned outburst of 
one who had missed the way is true 
of many—‘I have experienced every- 
thing except life.” 


Now since the real business of life 
is living, the study of the art of living 
ought to be given priority, and should 
be the practical objective of all 
knowledge. This however, is very far 
from being the case. Today, in spite 
of the vast increase of knowledge, 
we cannot be said to have made any 
appreciable advance in the art of liv- 
ing. We are in the unhappy plight of 
knowing an immense amount about 
the world, while understanding very 
little about the true way of living in 
it. Much of our knowledge is no 
more relevant to the business of living 
than the theorizings of the medieval 
theologians about how many angels 
could stand on the point of a pin. 
Where are we to look for this prac- 
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Employing Your Assets and Liabilities 
Making a Success of Your Job. 

V. The Best Use of Recreation and Leisure 
VI. Acquiring Knowledge and Culture 


IX. 


Getting On With Other People 


X. How to Make Friends 


XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 
XIV. 
XV. 


The Importance of Conversation 


tical knowledge, the knowledge of 
how to live? 


Looking to Psychology 
for the Answer 

Many people are looking to psy- 
chology for the answer. This subject 
is now immensely popular, and books, 
booklets, and magazines almost with- 
out number are available. As in the 
case of every other subject some of 
these are good and some are bad. 
We acknowledge with gratitude the 
excellent work that has been done 
upon this subject and our indebted- 
ness to many books written thereon. 
It is a pity that the teaching and 
advice of some of these books is not 


The Art of Leadership 

Moods, Nervousness, Inferiority 
The Conquest of Worry 

Up Against It 

Conclusion: The Far Horizon 


available to a much wider public, for 
so often they are written in difficult 
and technical language which cannot 
be understood by the wayfaring man. 
Furthermore, many of them are much 
too general and abstract, whereas the 
ordinary man is concerned with the 
recurring problems of daily life. Also, 
many of them dre concerned with ab- 
normal psychology and for that rea- 
son are apt to make the reader morbid 
rather than inspire him to healthy 
and wholesome living. 


But it must also be regretfully add- 
ed that many books on psychology are 
basically un-Christian. They leave the 
reader with the impression that he is 








ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

Stephen Winward's ministry has been characterized by a combination of teaching with 
evangelism. He became pastor of a suburban London church just before the start of World 
War II and since the conclusion of the war, has continued in his pastorate with the help of an 
Assistant Pastor, while teaching New Testament and Pastoral Theology at St. Luke's Missionary 
Training College. He also carries on an itinerant ministry, chiefly among young people. 

Godfrey Robinson spent six years as pastor of a church in North London before becoming 
Young People's Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society. He is actively engaged in 
teaching evangelism with a view to winning souls for Christ and training them for work 
overseas. He is Consulting Tutor of the London Bible College, a Vice-President of the 
National Young Life Campaign, and is actively associated with the work of many of the 
other leading British evangelical organizations. He is one of the Assistant Editors of the 
1.V.F. publication, THE NEW BIBLE HANDBOOK. 

The firs: work on which these young men collaborated was THE WAY, A PRACTICAL 
GUIDE TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, which has become a spiritual classic since its first publi- 
cation in 1945. They followed this with THIS IS THE ANSWER, a book expounding the 
fundamentals of the faith, in question and answer form. 








Praise Him with your life as well as with your lips 















and ought to be the center of the 
universe. “lhey tend to stimulate and 
develop a man’s interest in himself 
and thus strengthen that self-centered- 
ness which is the essence of all sin. 
Why teach a man how to be success- 
ful unless we give a Christian conno- 
tation.to the word “success”? What 
is the use of learning how to develop 
your personality if it is a selfish and 
sinful personality? Why assume that 
self-expression is a good thing, ir- 
respective of the quality of the self 
expressed? In spite of accurate scien- 
tific knowledge, a psychologist may be 
a blind guide because his presupposi- 
tions and standards of value are un- 
Christian. Psychology is not neces- 
sarily all good; its quality depends 
upon whether the psychologist has 
knowledge of the true life — Jesus 
Christ. John Bunyan was a good psy- 
chologist (all the better because he 
did not use the dreadful jargon!) 
and the Pilgrim’s Progress is still the 
best book, after the Bible, on this 
subject. We must test our psycholog- 
ical knowledge by the true Light, and 
we have sought to show in these ar- 
ticles that there is a psychology inher- 
ent in the Christian way of life. 


Human Effort Required 


There are some Christians, who 
dismiss the attempt to study the psy- 
chology of the Christian life with a 
gesture of impatience. Their attitude 
is: “Why all this bother about the art 
of living? Christ is the one answer to 
human need. All that we need to do 
is trust in Him and depend upon the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” We could 
not agree more. But is it always 
realized what this statement implies? 
What does it mean “to trust,” what 
does it mean “to depend’? Is there 
nothing we have to do, no human 
effort required? 

A line of a well-known 
hymn is a good illustration of 
a common fallacy: “It is not 


try, but trust.” Now, that is An 


a false antithesis. Certainly it 
is futile to try if we do not 
trust ; but to trust and not try 
is no less sterile. The state- 
ment should rather read: “Be- 
cause [ trust, therefore | try.” 
We need strenuous human ef- 
fort based upon God’s act of 
redemption in Jesus Christ, 
and His activity within us 
through the Holy Spirit. How 
perfectly the apostle Paul ex- 
presses both the human and 
the divine activity, when he 
writes: “Work out your own 


salvation with fear and trembling, for 
God is at work in you, both to will 
and to work for His good pleasure” 
(Phil. 2:12,13, R.S.V.). 


His Part and Ours 


All that is written here presupposes 
“the redemption which is in Christ 
Tesus” and the work of the Holy 
Spirit. We are not interested in 
merely human activity. But in human 
activity issuing from God's activity 
we are interested, and believe that 
there is urgent need that more stress 
should be laid on that aspect of the 
Christian life. Our purpose in these 
articles is to stress that aspect, and 
to do it not in a general way, but in 
relation to the concrete, common 
problems of daily life. We request 
the kind reader to keep in mind 
throughout that it is only one of the 
two aspects. “What is demanded of 
us in the first instance is not that we 
do something, but that we allow some- 
thing to be done in us and to accept 
what has already, and once for all, 
been done for us; in a word, not 
works but faith. Yet there is indeed 
a doing that is demanded of us, and 
to belittle this our human doing, re- 
fusing the burden of our service be- 
cause Christ has borne the burden of 
our sin, were but to fall into the error 
of a quietism no less misguided than 
the other error of a strained and rest- 
less activism” (from the Report, 
God's will in our time). 


One conviction underlies all that 
we have written. The true art of 
living has been made plain in the 
teaching and in the life of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Anyone 











who will make the venture of living 
according to His precepts and ex- 


ample, relying upon Him as Saviour 
for the power, will find a full and 
satisfying life. “I came that they may 
have life, and may have it abundant- 
ly.” (John 10:10). All that we have 
attempted to do is to apply this un- 
changing truth and wisdom to the 
practical problems and tasks of life 
today. For it is in facing the daily 
demands, opportunities, and problems 
of life in this 20th century that we 
must prove in experience that He is 
indeed “the way and the truth, and 
the life.” 


ll 


SUCCESSFUL LIVING 


Every normal person is interested 
in success. While there are many 
different ideas to what the word 
means, the desire itself is common to 
all. In one sphere or another, the 
student taking his examinations, the 
grocer launching out in business, or 
the politician guiding the affairs of 
state, we all want to get on and make 
good. This ambition to succeed can, 
of course, be an evil thing: a selfish 
desire to grab the good things of life 
to the detriment of other people, or 
a self-centered desire for personal 
power or fame. But the ambition to 
succeed can also be consecrated to the 
service of our fellowmen and the 
glory of God. The former way of 
living does not really deserve to be 
called “successful,” as it is contrary 
to the divine purpose and pattern for 
life, so that in spite of appearances 
it is the way .of failure. We are here 
concerned, therefore, with real suc- 
cess, with consecrated ambition, and 
it is our purpose in this article to 
state some of the general principles 
which underlie successful personal 
achievement. Later articles will be 
concerned with more detailed aspects 
of the subject. 


A Purpose in Life 


The first essential is to know 
where you want to go, to 
have a definite goal or objec- 
tive. Apart from this knowl- 
edge, life degenerates into 
aimless drift, a meandering 
without purpose. So many peo- 
ple are in the position of Alice 
when she met the Cheshire Cat 
sitting on the bough of a tree. 
“Would you tell me, please, 
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THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 

An archeological expedition which has just 
completed two years of work in Southern Arabia 
announces the discovery of the site of the ancient 
capitol of the Queen of Sheba. The chief arche- 
ologist of the expedition is the famed Professor 
W. F. Albright of Johns Hopkins University. 
The spokesman for the expedition said, “We are 
completely convinced that the Queen of Sheba 
lived around 950 B.C. She definitely traveled 
north, probably utilizing camels, and definitely 
visited King Solomon.” Hundreds of alabaster 
statues found in the ruins and lower levels of 
the excavation are said to date from the time 
of Abraham. The site is in Yemen near the 
southwestern tip of Arabia, about 150 miles north 
of Aden. 


WEST POINT CADETS 

The New York Times was brave enough edi- 
torially to ask Cardinal Spellman for a clarifica- 
tion on his offer to take the 90 discharged cadets 
from West Point in the Catholic Universities. 
Cardinal Spellman had made his offer quoting 
Alexander Pope’s famous line “To err is human, 
to forgive divine.” The Times states that cer- 
tainly none would wish to persecute young men 
who under severe pressure and temptation had 
committed one unethical act. But the Times be- 
lieves that one thing must be insisted upon, for 
the sake of countless thousands of other young 
men, present and to come, at West Point, and 
elsewhere, “This is that though a breach of the 
moral code, such as occurred at the Academy, may 
be forgiven, it cannot be condoned. We hope 
Cardinal Spellman will make it clear that he does 
not regard the dismissed cadets as martyrs deserv- 
ing of a reward. As his statement stands there 
might be some ambiguity on that point.” 

We have not seen any further statement from 
Cardinal Spellman and it has been further an- 
nounced that a Roman Catholic millionaire offers 
to take all ninety of the cadets to Notre Dame and 
pay all of their expenses at that school. Even in 
such a matter as this the low moral standard. of 
Rome is evident. 


POSTSCRIPT ON PERSIA 

The rift between Iran and Persia continues to 
widen and the former now insists that the British 
modify their plans or face failure in the parley on 
oil. Those of us who know the Bible realize, of 
course, that the day will come when Persia will 
be lost to the western world and will be under 
the leadership of Russia (Ezek. 38:5). 


CONFUCIUS CALLED “REACTIONARY" 


Reports have reached Hong Kong that the 1 


Chinese Communists have banned the teaching of 
classical Chinese and the use of Confucian books 
for education in Canton. Education authorities 
were said to have directed all schools to choose 
textbooks from a list published by the Communist 
New China Book Company. The books of Con- 
fucius were banned because it was said they 
contained “feudal and reactionary thoughts.” 


WORLD COUNCIL MEETING 

It has been announced that the second conven- 
tion of the World Council of Churches (the first 
in Amsterdam, 1948) is to be held in Evanston, 
Illinois, in 1954. : 


CATHOLIC CONGRESS ON RURAL PROBLEMS 

A report has been issued by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church on the findings of their first Inter- 
national Congress on Rural Problems held in July 
in Rome. The conclusions, drafted by ten com- 
missions that studied topics ranging from land 
reform and the modernization of agriculture to 
the social conditions in rural communities, were 
made public by the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference which has headquarters in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Delegates from twenty countries took part 
in the discussions. The Commission on Religious 
Instruction found that “it is most desirable that 
priests be chosen and prepared especially for the 
country and that they be capable priests, who will 
dedicate their ability, their work, and their lives 
to the Christian salvation of the rural world that 
is today experiencing transformations comparable 
to those which the working class experienced in 
the nineteenth century.” 


The Congress urged social regulation of land 
ownership to meet the problems posed by exces- 
sively large or excessively small holdings. The 
report said “large-scale land ownership ceases to 
accomplish its social function whenever it leads 
to a rigid monopoly in favor of a few people, or 
to inefficient utilization of soil productivity, or 
also to pauperism due to exploitation of labor, or 
due to demographic pressures which in turn lead 
to a strong demand for land. In such cases ap- 
propriate measures should be taken by the State, 
going so far as partial or total expropriation ac- 
companied by equitable indemnity.” 


ZIONISM 
At a recent meeting of the World Zionist Con- 
gress held in Jerusalem there was a sharp conflict 
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between two branches of the movement. The one 
believed the purpose of Zionism is to induce all 
Jews to migrate to Israel, the other led by the 
American Women’s Zionist group, is opposed to 
such appeals in countries like the United States 
where the Jews are living happily. 

We do not believe that the Jews are going back 
to Palestine because of appeals. But we do read 
in the Word of God that the Creator Himself is 
going to take the Jews back to the Holy Land and 
that He will do it by wonders so great that the 
time will come that no one shall even refer to the 
lesser wonders that were performed in bringing 
the children of Israel out of Egypt. 


SOVIET PINCERS 

The Dalai Lama, spiritual and temporal ruler 
of Tibet, accompanied by his Cabinet and with a 
caravan of 900 mules, entered the sacred city of 
Lhasa late in August amid the great rejoicing of 
the Tibetan people. The Lama is known as the 
living Buddha. This event- marks the total sub- 
mission of the Tibetans to the Chinese Commu- 
nist regime and fastens one end of the Soviet 
pincers on northern India. 


ARAB AGAINST ARAB 

The assassination of Abdullah, King of Jordan, 
has brought fresh difficulties into the land of the 
Bible. It now appears that the assassination was 
caused by the Arab faction which controlled 
Jerusalem and was against the Arab faction on 
the other side of the Jordan. After the assassina- 
tion there was a brief outbreak of violence in 
Jerusalem when the largely Bedouin Arab Legion 
garrison smashed about a hundred shop windows 
and other persons looted shops. This was a war 
of Arab with Arab. The Jews were not involved 
at all. This unrest, of course, must continue be- 
cause the times of the Gentiles draw to a close 
and the nations must be put out of the city so 
that Israel may enter and possess the land. We 
must never forget Judges 8:23 “I will not rule 
over you,” (it is Gideon speaking) “neither shall 
my son rule over you: Jehovah shall rule over 
you.” That time is coming and we may expect 
unrest among the nations in preparation for it. 


HEALTH SCHEME STILL DYNAMITE 

A Canadian subscriber sends us a page from 
the Montreal Daily Star in which there is an in- 
teresting postscript on our July article on the 
Irish crisis. The Irish correspondent of the Star 
speaks of the new meeting of the Irish Parlia- 
ment and of the fact that the health scheme is 
still dynamite, that Dr. Brown still holds an im- 
portant place in the government, that all parties 
are pledged to introduce some scheme of social 
welfare quickly, that anything that would be truly 
acceptable to the country would bring the govern- 
ment to open warfare with the Roman Catholic 
Church. The correspondent concludes “the matter 
will be postponed ’til autumn, but in the autumn 
there may be fireworks.” 


THE GREATEST ENEMY 


In a graduation address at a Junior College in 
Massachusetts, one of the editors of the New 


York Times laid the blame for the decline of . 
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morals in the United States on “our schools and 
colleges.” He said that there was “abundant evi- 
dence” for this conclusion. He stated that the 
educators. had concentrated on knowledge and 
neglected character building. We have concen- 
trated on science and pushed out God and His 
moral code. 

The editor is absolutely wrong, the fault is not 
with the schools, the fault has been with the en- 
trance of modernism into our churches. The 
denial of the verbal inspiration of the Bible lifted 
all pressure away from the Ten Commandments, 
for if you cannot believe in the absolute and final 
revelation of God in His Word, there is no reason 
to bow before any moral code. The modernistic 
theologian is public enemy number one. 


THE GRAND MUFTI 

Sydney Gruson, New York Times correspond- 
ent in Israel, writes after the assassination of 
Abdullah of Trans-Jordan that it is generally 
agreed that the Grand Mufti, nominal spiritual 
head of the Moslem world, was back of the as- 
sassination. Gruson further states that it is be- 
lieved among Jews that Egyptians and the Mufti 
are working together to create trouble in Jordan 
in order that the Mufti may seize power if pos- 
sible. The Mufti has been such a fierce enemy of 
the Jews that public opinion in Israel would not 


‘tolerate any greater establishments of the Mufti’s 


power and any attempt by him to take actual 
control of territory would probably result in war. 


WORLD BROTHERHOOD 

The Ford Motor Company Fund has given one 
million dollars for the purchase of a site and the 
erection of a building for “World Brotherhood.” 
The site is to be near the United Nations office 
building in New York City. A two-story garage 
on the site is being torn down to erect the build- 
ing, which is to house the National Council of 
Christians and Jews, Inc., of which Dr. Everett 
R. Clinchy is secretary. Dr. Clinchy began as a 
secretary of the old Federal Council of Churches, 
and graduated to the brotherhood organization 
through the inter-faith meetings which were popu- 
lar some time ago, and in which “religious” meet- 
ings were held with Protestant ministers, Jewish 
rabbis, and leaders of other religious groups when- 
ever they could be obtained. 

The whole movement, of course, is a complete 
denial of salvation through Jesus Christ, and the 
betrayal of Christianity by an ordained (Metho- 
dist) minister is one of the crimes of modern 
apostate Protestant leadership. In the letter from 
Henry Ford 2d, announcing the gift, the motor 
magnate said, “The fund . . . was established . . . 
to help us meet our obligation as an industrial 
citizen. The general broad purpose of the fund is 
the alleviation of human want and human suffer- 
ing and the betterment and improvement of man- 
kind through contributions to organizations such 
as yours. It seems to us that there are few causes 
more worthy of assistance today than one dedi- 
cated to the elimination of bigotry, or racial, reli- 
gious, and other differences in a free society.” 
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PREACHING THE BIBLE 


By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE 


Well-known British preacher and Bible teacher. 
President of the All Nations Missionary Union, and of the 
All Nations Bible College. 


By “Preaching the Bible” I do not 
mean merely preaching from the 
Bible, for I suppose we all do that, 
but that in a very real sense, we 
should preach the Bible. Scarcely 
anything can be more important than 
for a young minister to understand 
that the Bible is not a collection of 
devout sayings, not an anthology of 
religious ideas, but a Divine progres- 
sive Revelation made in life and fixed 
in literature. When this is seen, then, 
necessarily, the smallest part -~ will 
have to be interpreted in the light of 
the whole. The entire Bible is the 
context of every text, and a text out 
of its context is a pretext. It is 
characteristic of the Bible that all the 
parts share in the perfection of the 
whole, as all the lines of a pyramid, 
from base to apex, harmonize. It is 
well in preaching that we should ex- 
pound single texts; but our ministry 
will be far richer, and our people 
much more interested, if frequently 
we handle vaster themes. In a former 
church I took the Pentateuch for a 
series on Sunday evenings, one night 
a month, and one book a night. I had 
the order of service printed on one 
side of a sheet, and an outline of the 
book printed on the other side. This 
latter the people were able to follow 
as I endeavored to unfold the content 
and value of each of these five books. 
The interest and appreciation were 
considerable and encouraging. Let 
me repeat, this was done once a 
month. On the other three nights the 
service was evangelistic ; we aimed at 
conversions, and we got them; but it 
is necessary to remember that the 
saved must be taught, and we can do 
nothing greater for our converts than 
to give them genuine and compre- 
hensive interest in the Bible. All who 
attend our Sunday morning service 
are not saints, and all who attend at 
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night are not sinners; we should, 
therefore, preach the Gospel some- 
times in the morning, and be didactic 
sometimes in the evening. 


Let it not be thought that the peo- 
ple are either incapable or unwilling 
to listen to preaching on big subjects ; 
many are yearning for this very 
thing, and it is up to the shepherd of 
the flock to lead his sheep into the 
richest pastureland, and not leave 
them to nose among the stones for 
grass. Countless themes are inviting 
your study and ministrations. One 
could preach endlessly on Christ, His 
Person, His Teaching, His work. 
Give three Sunday mornings to the 
Person of Christ, treating in turn His 
Humanity, His Deity, and His 
Unity. Then, later, give a short 
series on the Teaching of Christ; 
what He has said about God, and 
man, and sin, and repentance, and 
forgiveness, and judgment; about 
Himself also, and the Holy Spirit, 
and the Devil, and Angels. Or you 
might take in order His recorded 
addresses; for instance, comparing 
and contrasting the Sermon on the 
Mount and the Upper Room Dis- 
courses ; the one looking back and the 
other looking forward; the one a 
confirmation of the past and the other 
an anticipation of the future ; the one 
rooted in law, and the other, in grace. 
Then, later again, give a series on 
the Work of Christ, which, we should 
show was first preparatory, His 
miracles, etc., and then, propitiatory, 
Calvary and the resurrection. 


Another theme that would interest 
your people is, Luke’s contribution to 
New Testament Literature. Devote 
one address to Luke himself, Gentile, 
doctor, historian, and traveler; and 
then, one each (perhaps more) to his 
first Writing, on The Story of Jesus 
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Christ, and to his second, on The 
First Generation of the Church’s 
History ; surveys of “Luke” and the 
“Acts.” al 


And what splendid material we 
have for this kind of treatment in the 
prophecies of the Old Testament! 
Give one service to “Amos,” so un- 
folding his message that no one of 
your hearers will ever forget that 
because God is righteous sin must be 
punished. And give a service to 
“Esther,” pressing home upon heart 
and conscience the great facts and 
truths of Providence and Retribu- 
tion. And your people would like to 
hear a discourse on The Problem of 
Pain from “Job.” And why not 
preach on “Paul and Pliny,” com- 
paring and contrasting the letter of 
each to a friend about-a slave? 


I cannot understand a Christian 
minister who says that he is stuck for 
subjects to preach about. Spurgeon 
once said that subjects all around 
cried out to him, “preach from me,” 
“preach from me” ; and a well-known 
evangelist said that subjects were 
born so quickly in his brain and 
heart that he “could not get shirts for 
their backs.” There is the whole field 
of Bible biography awaiting you, and 
an ample literature on the subject. 
And there are the great doctrines of 
Scripture. These, of course, may 
easily be handled in a heavy and un- 
imaginative way, but also they can 
be treated in a way that is full of in- 
terest and power, especially if litera- 
ture, science, and art are employed 
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to illustrate them. Three profoundly 
important and impressive addresses 
might be given on Sin, with its al- 
ternatives Retribution and Forgive- 
ness. How illuminating are the words 
employed in Scripture to express 
Sin, evil, iniquity, transgression, and 
a score of other words! How simple 
and searching the definition of Sin; 
sin as lawlessness, the violation of 
law as it relates to God, to ourselves, 
and to others! How subtle the work- 
ing, and abundant the evidence of 
sin! When this has been made clear, 
the way is prepared for the next con- 
sideration; Retribution, causes have 
consequences. Illustrate by Macbeth, 
Hugo’s Les Miserables, Hawthorne’s 
Scarlet Letter, George Eliot’s Rom- 
ola, and perhaps, by something that 
has come within the compass of your 
own observations. As you do this, 
you will be reaching consciences all 
the time. And now what? The Gos- 
pel; the good news of Forgiveness. 
The hope and experience of pardon 
is very sweet to a conscience-stricken 
soul. Read Professor Mackintosh’s 
The Christian Experienee of Forgive- 
ness, and you will be able to preach 
forgiveness until the Mercy-seat is 
besieged. Then, have you preached on 
Law and Grace? Get on to it now. 
Law and Moses, Grace and Christ; 
Law and Sinai, Grace and Calvary; 
Law’s “thou shalt not,” and Grace’s 
“T will” ; Law’s “take off thy shoes,” 
and Grace’s “put shoes on his feet” ; 
Law, and 3,000 slain, Grace, and 
3,000 saved. “The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.” Preach this till your 
people can sing “Grace, ’tis a charm- 
ing sound harmonious to the ear; 
heaven with the echo doth resound, 
and all the earth shall hear.” 


Oh, what a preaching prospect 
there is before you, if only you'll 
preach the big things! 

We have trafficked in iotas long 
enough; it is time we took a large 
view, and worked on a larger canvas. 
Open wider the window and you will 
get more light. Of course, it is much 
more difficult to preach from such 
large texts because it makes upon us 
much greater demands of study. We 
cannot look up a homiletical com- 
mentary and “pinch” an outline on 
those big themes. We shall have to 
sweat our own brain, do our own 
thinking, and prepare our own mes- 
sage. But how well worth while it is! 
The people will always be interested 
in the Bible if only we will talk in an 
interesting way about it. 


But I can hear some of my young 
brothers saying, “All that is very well, 
but it does not go to the root of our 
problem.” And what is the root of 
your problem? “Well, we are living 
in an enlightened age, and’can no 
longer take the view of the Bible 
that our fathers took, and our prob- 
lem is really one of sincerity.” Now 
I believe that this is a real problem 
to many, and should be regarded 
sympathetically by those who do not 
share it. But has anything of eternal 
value been affected by the Higher 
Criticism of the Bible? We should 
distinguish between intellectual and 
spiritual values, between literary and 
moral issues. None of us is called to 
preach Biblical Criticism, but to pro- 
claim a message which, as Denney 
says, is not good advice, but Good 
News. Criticism is for the classroom, 
not for the pulpit; but if the class- 
room studies unfit a man for his pul- 
pit ministry, something is wrong with 
either the studies or the man. The 
Deutero-Isaiah theory does not re- 
motely affect the fact of sin and re- 
demption. Whether the days of “Gen- 
esis” are ages or days of twenty-four 
hours, does not remotely affect the 
facts of sin and redemption. Whether 
the days of “Genesis” are ages or 
days of twenty-four hours, does not 
touch the matters of repentance and 
forgiveness. Whether or not John 
wrote the Fourth Gospel, or Paul 
wrote ‘‘Hebrews,’’ there are the 
Fourth Gospel and “Hebrews,” writ- 
ings which the Church, under the 
guidance of the Spirit, concluded 
were divinely inspired, and which 
give such unmistakable evidence of 
divine origin. As we can appreciate 
a work of art without knowing who 
the artist was, so, surely the spiritual 





value of these writings does not de- 
pend on who wrote them! 


Of course, if a man does not be- 
lieve that Christ was God, does not 
believe that His death was atoning, 
does not believe that He rose from 
the dead, does not believe that the 
Bible is the trustworthy record of a 
divine redemptive revelation, does not 
believe that the human race is fallen 
and lost, does not believe in the 
reality and effectuality of prayer, 
that man’s trouble is not Higher 
Criticism but Modernism, and he 
should not be in the Christian minis- 
try at all. If I did not believe in 
therapeutics, I would not become a 
doctor ; if I did not believe in per- 
sonal, social, and international mo- 
rality, I would not become a lawyer ; 
and if I do not believe that God has 
been manifested in the flesh for us 
men and our redemption, the Chris- 
tian ministry is not the place for me. 


When a young minister (or an old 
one for that matter) elects to preach 
on the subjects of Jesus healing the 
demon-possessed boy at the foot of 
the Mount of Transfiguration, and 
begins by saying, “Of course, we all 
know that there never was such a 
thing as demon-possession, and, with- 
out doubt, this poor boy was an epi- 
leptic,” I say, if a man begins in that 
way to instruct his people, unwitting- 
ly he is only making himself ridicu- 
lous. If you do not believe the story, 
leave it alone, and, in any case, do 
not be so cock-sure about the errors 
of the old Bible, and the wisdom of 
modern science. If I had only a 
literary, or historical or academic in- 
terest in the Bible, I would not pre- 
tend to preach the Gospel. A man 


(Continued on Page 44) 


This pen cost $1500 in 1950! 


“An innocent looking fountain pen, you 
say. That's right, but it cost its owner — 
a busy manufacturer — $1500 last year. 

“That was the price, in time alone, of 
signing all his company checks by hand, 
with a pen. It could have been worse, too 
—hand signatures are easy to forge and 


copy.” 


Thus far we are quoting an advertise- 
ment for a check-writing machine, but the 
picture could be many and another thing 
that you are holding in your hand. If you 
look closely enough, you will find something 
that is there that is costing you your crown 
in heaven. Any handful of wilfulness has a 
price tag on it and the tragedy of it is 
that the installment on it must be paid 
forever. 





The answer to every Bible question is in the Bible 

















se 


6 


Ys Re OS 








Baptized into Christ 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
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| am not going to write about water 
baptism, and none of my remarks is to 
be construed in that sense. All that | 
am about to say about baptism refers 
= to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
and does not affect in the slightest the 
position of any believer concerning any 
mode of water baptism whatsoever. 


In studying the Word of God we 
must never underestimate the impor- 
tance of little words. They are the 
hardest to define of all the words in 
the language, and the most commonly 
taken for granted. When Dr. J. A. H. 
Murray was editing the great Oxford 
English Dictionary, he once told the 
Philological Society that the word 
“set” had taken an assistant forty 
hours to classify, and it would prob- 
ably take another forty hours for an 
editor to complete the work on that 
one word. When “set” came to be 
done, more than thirty years later, it 
took nearer forty days than forty 
hours, and the definitions and exam- 
ples of that one word fill one column 
more than eighteen pages of the dic- 
tionary. There are 154 main defini- 
tions of the word, and one of these 
definitions runs to 44 subdivisions! 


In Christ 


If I were asked what word in the 
Bible would be the most difficult to 
define and explain fully, I should 
say, without much hesitation, that it 
is the little word “in,” which is one 
of the words of which Strong’s Ex- 
haustive Concordance says, in the 
preface, “the little words are not 
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listed.” It is to the task of showing 
part of the meaning of this word in 
relation to the believer’s position in 
Christ, that I propose to address my- 
self in this series. 


I do not know of anything that can 
be of greater value in leading believ- 
ers to a deepening of spiritual life in 
Christ than an understanding of the 
resources that are ours because of the 
fact that we have been placed im Christ 
by one phase of the work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

I am going to be very technical in 
my use of words, though I trust that 
I shall not be tediously so. It is a 
failure to be technical in the use of 
words that has caused many divisions 
within the outward body of Christ. 
Paul told Timothy to hold fast the 
form of sound words (2 Tim. 1:13), 
or, as it might well be translated, 


“Hold fast in the faith and love which . 


is in Christ Jesus, the model of sound 
words which you received of me.” 


Baptism and the New Birth 


First, however, I shall put an intro- 
ductory question: How does any man 
get to be im Christ? The unthinking 
will hasten to answer that we are put 
into Christ by the new birth. Much 
as I believe in and teach the necessity 
of the new birth, I do not think that 
we enter the body of Christ by that 
work of the Holy Spirit. Abraham 
was born again, and thus by faith was 
in the family of God ; but he was not 
in the body of Christ. All of those 
who preceded Christ and who had 


been made alive by the work of the 
Spirit were born of God, for other- 
wise they could not have been in His 
family. The new birth gives us en- 
trance into the family of God. En- 
trance into the body of Christ is ob- 
tained by quite another work of the 
Holy Spirit. 


The verse which leads us to the 
heart of the subject is, “For by one - 
Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body” (1 Cor. 12:13). Entrance into 
the body, then, is not obtained by the 
regenerative work of the Spirit, but 
by the baptism of the Spirit. Before 
we are through we shall point out the 
difference between the baptism of the 
Spirit and the filling with the Spirit. 
We shall be technical about the dif- 
ference between the two terms. We 
shall demonstrate from the Word that 
no one may ask a believer whether he 
has been baptized with the Spirit. The 
very fact that a man is im the body 
of Christ demonstrates that he has 
been baptized of the Spirit, for there 
is no other way of entering the body. 
To call the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
a second work of grace is as false in 
New Testament language as any state- 
ment of doctrine could be. I do not 
deny that there is a continuing work 
of the Holy Spirit, but that continu- 
ing work is not the baptism. 


Everyone who has been baptized of 
the Spirit is thereby in the body ; and 
everyone who is in the body of Christ 
has been baptized of the Spirit in or- 





First in a series of helpful 
studies by the Editor on the mean- 
ing of our position in the body of 
Christ. The series will run for 
five issues and will cover: 


1. The Meaning of the Term 
“Baptism.” 

2. Into His Election, Virgin Birth, 
and Circumcision. 


3. Inte His Increase, Baptism, 
and Ministry. 

4. Into His Suffering, Death, Bur- 
ial and Resurrection. 


5. Inte His Ascension and Glori- 
fication. 
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der to get there. The moment those 
simple propositions are understood, 
there will be an end of the confusion 
about getting the baptism, or being 
baptized of the Spirit after one has 
been saved. For a Christian to ask 
the Lord to baptize him with the 
Spirit is exactly the same as a married 
man asking his wife if she will marry 
him. ’Tis done, and properly it can- 
not be twice done. 


Baptism or Filling 

Two of the most important years 
of my life were spent under the daily 
teaching of Dr. R. A. Torrey when 
he was head of the great Bible Insti- 
tute of Los Angeles. There was no 
doubt that he lived and worked filled 
and filled again with the Holy Spirit, 
and the hush of God came over the 
classroom day after day as he minis- 
tered to us of the things of God. In 
all my memories of him I have but 
one regret : that he confused the terms 
concerning the working of the Holy 
Spirit. Recently, a devoted student 
of Dr. Torrey’s wrote an article en- 
titled, “Did Torrey Mean Baptism or 
Filling?” Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, 
who has for years been the head of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 





Mickey Mantle is the newest name 
among baseball heroes. A boy of 18, 
he came up to the top with amazing rapid- 
ity, and seems likely to stay there for some 
time. He told of his feelings the first da 
he found himself with the Yankees. He ha 
been very nervous, but “I looked around 
and there was Joe Di Maggio. Vic Raschi 
was pitching and Rizzuto was at shortstop. 
| kinda went weak in the knees until | 
thought, ‘I must be a little bit good to be 
out here playing with these guys.'" He 
was a little bit good, all right. 

When a Christian looks around, his feel- 
ings are just the opposite. We see that we 
are in the same group with Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Paul, Luther, Cal- 
vin and the rest. But these men are great 
because they were loved by Christ, and 
not because there was any ability in them- 
selves. We will look around us forever and 
say, “lam here because He put His good- 
ness to my account." 











ays of our former great teacher, 
“However people may disagree on 
what was R. A. Torrey’s doctrinal 
stand on the Holy Spirit, there is no 
doubt that he knew His power experi- 
mentally. Actually, it was his termi- 
nology, rather than his teaching, that 
was at fault.” Dr. Wadsworth then 
goes on to relate an incident that is 
a pertinent illustration of the need of 
cohen our vocabulary in these 
matters. It was a well-known fact 
that Dr. Torrey used the terms “bap- 
tism” and “filling with the Spirit” 
very loosely, and he had been widely 
quoted by some of the most erratic of 
the cultists as supporting their posi- 
tion, which led to great excesses in 
practice. At the Montrose Bible Con- 
ference, Dr. W. P. White was on the 
platform as co-speaker with Dr. Tor- 
rey. When the latter said, “What we 
all need tonight is a new baptism of 
the Holy Spirit!” Dr. White said, in 
a stage whisper, “You mean ‘filling,’ 
do you not, Dr. Torrey?” The preach- 
er turned on him and replied, “What 
difference does it make how I say it? 
These men know what I mean.” Dr. 
Wadsworth continues, “After the 
meeting they went to Torrey Lodge, 
and soon Dr. Torrey called Dr. White 
into his room and thanked him for 
what he had whispered to him at the 
meeting, acknowledging that it was 
best to speak of the things of the 
Spirit in the right terms. He told Dr. 


White that he regretted that certain. 


Pentecostal leaders quoted him as 
they did, since he did not believe their 
teaching on the Person and work of 
the Holy Spirit. He admitted that 
he used the terms ‘baptism’ and ‘fill- 
ing’ with the Spirit synonymously, 
but he did not think it best to call 
attention publicly to his mistake, and 
did not see the necessity for correct- 
ing the word ‘baptism’ in his books, 
even though he himself used the 
Scriptural term thereafter.” 

Before we are able to understand 
the meaning of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, we must spend a few 
moments on the meaning of the word 
“baptism” when used in connection 
with the work of the Holy Spirit. The 
meaning of the baptism of the Spirit 
has been greatly obscured by the fact 
that the word is also used for water 
baptism. It goes without saying that 
I am not speaking about water bap- 
tism, and none of my remarks are to 
be construed in that sense. 


Baptism of the Holy Spirit 


There is one Lord, one faith, and 
one baptism. In that phrase we find 


the whole Godhead. The one Lord is 
God the Father; the one faith is the 
faith of the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
the one baptism is the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. There is probably no 
dissent by anyone who has even a 
little Greek, to the fact that the pri- 

root meaning of baptizo is “to 
plunge,” “to dip,” “to immerse.” Ob- 
viously these definitions cannot be ap- 
plied literally to the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. The difficulty has arisen 
from the fact that many have failed 
to understand that there is more than 
one meaning of the original word for 
baptize. 

In any language there may be literal 
and metaphorical meanings of a word. 
The fact that the metaphor rises from 
the literal in no wise makes it neces- 
sary to think in literal terms of the 
metaphor. For example, the word 
“jron” means a certain metal, the 
most abundant and useful of those 
that are used in the metallic.state. But 
who would think of metal in finding 
the meaning of the phrase, “The iron 
entered into his soul”? That phrase 
originated in an error in the Vulgate 
translation of a Hebrew line in the 
Psalms, but we all know now, with- 
out thinking of the metal whose chem- 
ical symbol is Fe, that “iron” there 
means tribulation. “Iron” also means 
courage, or hardness, or strength of 
character. “Iron” means robustness 
of physical frame. “Iron” means 
firmness, stubbornness, or obstinacy 


of will. “Iron” means harshness or 


severity of treatment. These are all 
metaphors. 


Identification 


In exactly the. same manner the 
word “baptize” has a meaning far re- 
moved from anything to do with wa- 
ter. The attempt to think of the liquid 
which we now know as two parts of 
hydrogen and one part of oxygen in 
connection with some passages in the 
Bible leads to more than obscurity : it 
leads to error. The word “baptize” 
means, metaphorically, a change of 
identity, or to identify. In classical 
Greek drama, a drunken slave is told 
by another that he is “baptized.” He 
obviously has not been sprinkled, im- 
mersed, or poured upon. What it 
means is that his identity has been 
changed. He has become a beast, less 
than a man, and so is called “bap- 
tized.” A Greek historian uses the 
word to describe a field which had 
been a beautiful field of grain ; but it 
has become “baptized” by war, so 
that its identity is changed to a field 
of carnage and death. 


The Spirit-filled Christian will always be a blessing to others 


ETERNITY 











Wet ey Se | 








eben #2 2 wee of. atk of ool Oe a 2) See ee. ote 


fort Fm Fe = Mr Oe em OO 


oo ree Frm 4 











It might have been well if every 
usage of the word “baptize” had been 
translated instead of transliterated. 
Then we would have read: “Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations, iden- 
tifying them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost” (Mt. 28:19). And “One 
Lord, one faith, one identification” 
(Eph. 4:5). Or, again, we would un- 
derstand the words of the forerunner, 
John the Identifier, “I indeed identify 
you with water; but One mightier 
than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: 
He shall identify you with the Holy 
Wind and with fire” (Lk. 3:16). 

As the establishment of this prin- 
ciple is very important, let us turn to 
one or two instances in the Bible 
where the literal use of the word 
“baptize” makes utter nonsense of the 
passage, and where only the metaphor- 
ical use can give us any meaning at 
all. In the great resurrection chapter 
to the Corinthians, Paul writes: “Else 
what shall they do which are baptized 
for the dead, if the dead rise not at 
all? Why are they then baptized for 
the dead?” (1 Cor. 15:29). Not even 
the Church of Rome has attempted 
to interpret this verse in a literal 
sense ; and in one way it is astonishing, 
for I could think of few methods that 
would be greater money-makers than 
a ceremony which would allow a per- 
son to be baptized with water at a 
considerable fee, for the sake of some 
departed loved one. So far as I know, 
only the Mormons have established 
this practice as a rite. 


Identified as Dead 

When we understand this verse in 
its metaphorical sense, it gives us a 
great richness of insight into the 
Christian life and our identification 
with our Lord Jesus Christ by the 
baptism of the Holy ‘Spirit. Paul has 
been talking about the resurrection 
and giving various arguments to show 
the truth about life after death. He 
has pointed out that if there is no res- 
urrection, then Christ is not raised. 
Then he cries out, in one of the great 
triumphant passages of divine revela- 
tion: “But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept” (v. 20). He then 
shows the eternal consequences of 
that resurrection, bringing the sub- 
ject all the way to that future eternity 
when the Son shall turn the kingdom 
back to the Father. 

Having completed this subject, Paul 
takes up quite another phase of the 
argument (1 Cor. 15:30-32). He 


talks about the folly of living a Chris- 
tian life if there is no resurrection. 
What fools we Christians are who say 


that this world is a wilderness through _ 


which we must pass to a better land, 
if there is no such thing as a better 
land! This is the argument of the 
apostle. If there is no life after death, 
then suck as much as you can for your 
animal-being while you go through 
this world of beasts; put aside your 
Bible and turn to the Rubaiyat of 
Omar, that other tent-maker, who 
wrote: “Take the cash and let the 
credit go.” 


Personal Priorities 

Now let us translate the passage in 
the metaphorical sense, and watch the 
light break. “For what is the sense 
of being identified as dead men, if the 
dead rise not at all? Why should 
they be identified as dead? (Why 
should they be crucified with Christ ?) 
And why are we standing in jeopardy 
every hour? (Why are we in danger 
of persecution by the authorities for 
our way of life?) I protest by your 
rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, I am identified with Christ 
in His death every day. (That is, I 
am baptized every day.) If after the 
manner of men I have fought. with 
beasts at Ephesus, what does it get 
me, if the dead rise not? (If there 
is no resurrection, then) let us eat 
and drink, for tomorrow we will be 
dead.” 

It is a tremendous passage when 
we thus understand it. It is one of 
the great arguments for separation 
from the world. It is one of the driv- 
ing impulsions for the establishment 
of a system of personal priorities 


which shall forever teach us to put 
first things first. There is a story of 
a missionary who sailed from Liver- 
pool for the African coast, trans- 
shipping at Lagos to a coastal tub that 
stopped at the fever-infested spot 
where he was to pour out his life for 
the Lord. On board ship a trader 
expostulated with him for thinking of 
getting off the ship at his horrible des- 
tination. He said to the missionary, 
“Why, if you go to that place you 
will die.” The man of God replied 
quietly, “I died before I left London.” 
That is the secret of being baptized— 
identified—by the Holy Spirit’s plac- 
ing us in Christ. 
Identified Unto Moses 

There is another instance where the 
word is used in the metaphorical 
sense, and could not possibly be taken 
literally. It is in the chapter in which 
God describes His displeasure with 
those who have been highly privileged. 
We read, “Moreover, brethren, I 
would not that ye should be ignorant, 
how that all our fathers were under 
the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea; and were all identified unto 
Moses in the cloud and the sea” (1 
Cor. 10:1, 2). Most certainly they 
were neither immersed, sprinkled, or 
poured upon. The only people who 


‘had any water baptism were those of 


the army of Pharaoh, and they were 
completely submerged in the waters 
of the Red Sea, never to come forth 
again. But “the fathers” of Israel’s 
race who were being brought out of 
Egypt began their sojourn with a 
complete change of mind and heart, 
so that, figuratively, they had a new 
(Continued on Page 46) 





to an estate of $600,000. The estate had 
been his for some time without his know- 
ing it, as he was a cousin of the person 
who had died. He had never seen the 
person, however, and the estate, though 
his, was never enjoyed by him. How true 
it is that many a Christian has received 
an inheritance from which he gets no 
enjoyment, because he 
has never entered into 
the possession of it. 
It is the failure to 
possess our possessions 
in Christ that makes 
so many Christians live 
poor lives and go on 
their way to Heaven 
living miserably. 





William F. Crothers of San Antonio, Texas, was stricken with a heart attack and died 
twenty-four hours after the courts had signed an order declaring him to be the legal heir 
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WORD STUDIES in the KING JAMES BIBLE 


By 


The Word of God, our Bible, con- 
sists of words. It is therefore reason- 
able to believe that to understand the 
Word of God we must know the 
meaning of the individual words which 
constitute the text of the Bible. 


It is not our purpose to discuss the 
history of the Bible from the time 
the Pentateuch was written in He- 
brew many centuries before the time 
of Christ, through the first century 
A.D., when the New Testament was 
written in Greek, nor to enumerate 
the many translations of the Bible 
into the major languages during the 
centuries preceding our day. 


The first complete English trans- 
lation of the Bible was made by John 
Wycliffe, about 1382, and it is very 
difficult for us to read, for the English 
of his century was quite different 
from that of ours. 


The Bible text which we most fre- 
quently use is that of the King James 
Version of 1611, influenced largely 
by William Tyndale’s translation of 
the preceding century. It is true of 
English as of every living language, 
that new words are introduced, old 
words drop out of use, many words 
modify their meanings, and others 
may actually reverse them, as in the 
case of our word “prevent.” This is 
all the more evident in the course of 
three or four centuries, and also ex- 
plains thé necessity for a “Revised 
Version,” so that the people of later 
centuries may be able to understand 
a literary work of some former 
century. 


Thus it happens that a number of 
words in common use when James the 
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First was King of England are hardly 
intelligible for the reader of the Bible 
of 1611. But for those who are inter- 
ested in the history of words and of 
language, nothing is more fascinating 
than the careful study of unusual 
words in our Bible. It will become 
still more interesting to consult our 
revised and modern English versions 
in order to note what words the schol- 
ars and translators have used to re- 
place obsolete words or phrases. 


There are four words in our Bible 
which have the same pronunciation. 
The first one offers no difficulty. It is 
the verb “meet” in 1 Thessalonians 
4:17, “Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together 
with them (of v. 16) in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the 
air.” The article “the” 
before the word clouds 
is not found in the Greek 
text. The phrase means 
“amid clouds,” as a gen- 
eral term for the meeting 
place of the Lord and 
the saints “in the air.” 


The second word is also spelled 
“meet,” but is an adjective. Its first 
occurrence is in Genesis 2:18 and 20: 
“I will make an help meet for him,” 
that is, “fit for, suited, or adapted to” 
him. The Revised Version in the 
margin suggests the word “answer- 
ing” to him. A most significant state- 
ment is that in verse 50, where we 
read that there was not found among 
the animals a help meet for him. 
Evolutionists find no support from 
the Bible. 


One should not use the expression 
“helpmeet” as a compound noun, for 





the. adjective “meet” is usually fol- 
lowed by a preposition, as in Paul’s 
second letter to Timothy 2:21, where 
he speaks of Christians as vessels 
meet for the Master’s use. Instead 
of “helpmeet” use the word “help- 
mate.” It will be interesting to note 
the superlative of the adjective “meet” 
in 2 Kings 10:3, where we read of the 
best and_“meetest” (that is, fittest) 
of your master’s sons. 


The third word is the noun “meat,” 
which in the Bible does not mean 
“meat”! “Flesh” is used in the Bible 
to mean “meat.” Read “food” for 
“meat” in Genesis 9:3, and note that 
“flesh” in 9:3 means “meat.” In 
Acts 9:19 we are told that Paul re- 
ceived meat and was strengthened. 
Meat, as we use the word, may have 
been included, but the sentence, using 
the word “meat” as of 1611, means 
that he took food and was strength- 





One can best see the point by read- 
ing the second chapter of Leviticus. 
Here are given the regulations for the 
“meat-offering,” which consisted of 
fine flour and oil, but not any “meat” 
at all. Use the word “meal” instead 
of “meat” in this passage. 


‘The fourth word of the same pro- 
nunciation is the verb “mete,”’ mean- 
ing to “measure.” In Luke 6:38 we 
read this : “For with the same measure 
that ye mete withal, it shall be meas- 
ured to you again.” In the Greek text 
there is no distinction between the 
words “measure” and “mete,” as in 
English. The translators undoubtedly 
used two different words for literary 
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reasons, for they show a fine sense of 
rhythm in many passages of Scrip- 
ture. 

But the root of the verbs, “to 
measure,” and “‘to mete,” is the same, 
going back to the Sanskrit syllable, 
ma, whence also the Greek verbs in 

Luke 6:38 are derived. The 

noun in this verse is metron, 

the Greek word for “meas- 

ure.” We use this word 

when we speak of the “met- 

ric” system; of the gas- 
meter, electric-meter, and water-meter 
in our cellars ; and of the meter used 
in poetry. 

The words barometer, thermometer, 
anemometer, and the names of other 
scientific instruments ending in “me- 
ter” contain this word. Then note the 
rather unusual word in Leviticus 
19:35, “meteyard,” a “measuring- 
rod,” our “yard-stick,” which is, 
literally a “rod-stick,” three feet long. 

But the most interesting statement 
in this rather lengthy study is that the 
verb, “to mete,” is, by its root, also re- 
lated to the adjective “meet,” discussed 
above, meaning “fit.” The best way 
to explain this is to observe a tailor 
as he “measures” and cuts his cloth 
so as to “fit” his customer. Having 
thus “meted” the cloth and his cus- 
tomer, he was able to make a suit 
“meet” for his patron. 


In order to derive the most benefit 
from such a study, it would be well 
to look up these four words of the 
same pronunciation in a concordance, 
and then turn to all the passages in the 
Bible where the concordance will 
indicate their occurrence. 


Let us now consider the word 
“prevent,” mentioned near the begin- 
ning of this article. It occurs fifteen 
times in the Old Testament, and twice 
in the New. It is one of many Latin 
words in our language, which, when 
first used, retained their original 
meaning, but whose meanings in the 
course of the years were gradually 
modified. 


“Prevent” originally and literally 
means “to go or to come before, to go 
ahead.” On the football field a player 
wearing the same uniform as the one 
who is carrying the ball will run 
ahead of him to open the way for him 
to carry the ball to the goal. If the 
player wears the uniform of the op- 
posing team, he will run ahead of the 
one carrying the ball in order to stop 
him, if possible. Thus the meaning 
of “prevent,” “to go ahead or to go 
before,” will largely be dependent on 


the context; who is going before 
whom, and for what purpose? 

We are accustomed to the. use of 
the verb in the sense of “to hinder,” 
but in the Bible there are some inter- 
esting verses illustrating its original 
meaning of going before or ahead of 
one, so as to help. In Psalm 21:3 we 
have an odd sentence: “For Thou 
preventest him with the blessings of 
goodness,” an apparent contrast when 
we think of the modern use of the 
verb “to prevent” and the word 
“blessings.” But the sentence means: 
“Thou camest to meet him with the 
blessings of goodness.” 


In Psalm 79:8 we read: “Let thy 
tender mercies speedily prevent us.” 
Again the words “prevent” and “mer- 
cies” seem to jar. The Hebrew means 
“speedily let Thy tender mercies come 
to meet us”; certainly not to hinder 
us but help us! 


When David in Psalm 59:10 sug- 
gests that the God of mercy shall pre- 
vent him, we feel the same conflict 
of ideas. But the Psalmist really says, 
as in the preceding paragraph, “My 
God will come to meet me with His 
mercy.” In Psalm 119:147, he pre- 
vented the dawning of the morning! 
That’s something; more than King 
Canute could do when he forbade the 
tide to come in, but did not succeed. 
What he really did was to anticipate 
the dawn, to get up before the sun 
arose, in ordet that he might pray (so 
also in v. 148). 


There are two very interesting uses 
of the verb “prevent” in the New 
Testament. The first one is in Mat- 
thew 17:25, where he tells us that 
Jesus “prevented” Peter, who had 





just been asked whether his Master 
paid taxes. When Peter came into 
the house, he was, no doubt, provoked 
by the question and was about to make 
some harsh comment on it. But Jesus 
“prevented” him, anticipated him, got 
in the first word in order to “cool him 
down,” as we say, by asking him the 
question : “What do you think, Peter ; 
of whom do the kings of the earth 
take tribute (taxes) ?” 


In 1 Thessalonians 4:15 Paul com- 
forts the Thessalonian Christians by 





telling them that “they who are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not “prevent” them which 
are asleep — for the dead in Christ 
shall rise first.” In the Revised Ver- 
sion, the word “precede” is used for 
“prevent,” both verbs meaning “to go 
ahead of.” “Precede” is the verb 
used today to mean that. “Prevent” 
meant that in the King James text of 
1611 at that verse, but today means 
“to hinder.” If we do not know this, 
the statement in 4:15 means nothing. 


The study of the Hebrew verb 
translated fifteen times by the verb 
“to prevent” has in it the original 
meaning of the “front,” and, in the 
next place, the East. When the He- 
brews were observing or determining 
directions, they faced the rising sun 
or the east. Standing thus, the coun- 
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try to the right would be called Yemen 
(related to the word Jamin, in Ben- 
jamin, “the son of my right hand”), 
a territory in Arabia. 

_ The sentence in Zechariah 14:8, 
reading as follows, is an interesting 
one: “half of them to the former sea, 
and half of them toward the hinder 
sea.” Now the root of the Hebrew 
verb translated “to prevent” occurs 
in the word translated “former” in 
this verse. It designates the sea “in 
front of one” who is looking toward 
the east (note the word “eastern” in 
the reference column and the “east 
sea” in Joel 2:20). The reference is 
to the Dead Sea on the eastern border 
of Palestine (Canaan, in the Old 
Testament). 

Then we have the “hinder sea” in 
14:8, meaning the Mediterranean, 
which would, of course, be.in back of 
anyone facing east. In Joel 2:20 it is 
called the “utmost sea” (in the Re- 
vised Version, the “western sea”). 


aol 


Thus the “hinder sea,” the “utmost 
sea,” and the “western sea” are trans- 
lations of exactly the same Hebrew 
word. 

THe Enp 


If God is left outside, something is wrong inside 
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_ TICK TOCK, TICK TOCK 


The time is going by much more 
rapidly than most people think. The 
strange phenomenon is-before us to- 
day that Christians seem to think — 
many of them at least— that there 
is no need to be concerned with this 
swift passage of time and that it is 
only the worldlings who comprehend 
how late it is. 


Four years ago a non-Christian 
philosopher made a statement that is 
all the more urgent since that much 
time has passed since the utterance. 
Speaking before the Conference on 
Science, Philosophy, and Religion 
under the auspices of the American 
Philosophical Society, Dr. Paul A. 
Schipp of the University of Chicago, 
said: “For a number of years we 
have, almost incessantly, been told 
that ‘humanity stands at the cross- 
roads.’ Aside from the fact that we 
have all grown tired of this old 
cliché, the slogan is no longer true. 
Humanity today stands before the 
abyss. How soon we may be hurled 
into this abyss — as the result of the 
inventive power of our own creative 
mind — no one actually knows. But 
atleast among people who know the 
facts, the fear is growing that the 
time is very short indeed; so short, 
in fact, that we can no longer speak 
in terms of generations or even of 
_decades, but — probably — only in 
years below two-digit figures. That 
prospect in itself is ghastly enough. 
What seems to me, however, to make 
it infinitely worse is the fact that 
leaders of the church, science, and 
the university insist, in general, upon 
continuing to act as if nothing had 
happened.” 


Here is a pagan estimate of the 
days in which we live. Less than ten 
years, says Professor Schipp, and 
this was said four years ago. The 
time is passing and there is so much 
to be done, and it must be done 
prayerfully and carefully. Short 
crops take more care than long ones. 
We may sow wheat in autumn and 
allow it to remain under the snows of 
winter, knowing that it will come 
forth in the spring. But vegetable 
crops rise in a few weeks and need 


hand-weeding. There is going to be 
urgent necessity for the meticulous 
brand of Christian work that should 
demand our utmost attention. The 
clock is ticking. The time is short 
(1 Cor. 7:29). 


A NEW HYMNBOOK 


There are hymnbooks, hymnbooks, 
hymnbooks and junk. I have now 
seen a new hymnbook which I believe 
is one of the best issued in the Eng- 
lish-speaking world since the days of 
Sankey almost three-quarters of. a 
century ago. I have begun at the 
beginning and gone through it page 
by page, and I am enthusiastic enough 
to put myself on record editorially 
that it is the best book in its field by 
far. 

The book is called “‘Inspiring 
Hymns,” and it is edited by Alfred B. 
Smith, who is well-known as the 
founder of “Singspiration.” The very 
mention of that word may cause 
someone to say, “Oh, we do not want 
choruses and other cheap music. We 
want the better music.” Do not be 
mistaken, “Inspiring Hymns” is not 
in the jazz class. ’ 

The choice of a hymnbook must 
be made in the light of the purpose 
for which it is to be used. “Inspiring 
Hymns” is not for the Sunday Morn- 
ing worship service of the big, formal 
church. It is for. the popular Sunday 
evening service (and we are intro- 
ducing it immediately in the evening 
services of Tenth Church in Philadel- 
phia), and for the smaller church 
which cannot afford two song books, 
and which knows that it must have 
something lighter than the “heavy” 
hymnals of the denominations. 

“Inspiring Hymns” has 527 items 
in its index. That is a lot of hymns. 
If you used three to a service it would 
take more than three years to sing 
each hymn once. If you sang ten in 
a week there would still be seven to 
sing when a year was over. There are 
184 of the great hymns that form the 
back bone of all hymnals, great or 
small. That is, there are 184 hymns 
of the type of “Fairest Lord Jesus,” 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee,” and 
“Majestic Sweetness Sits Enthroned.” 
There are only seven choruses in the 


es . = a 


book, and these include the words of 
John 3:16 set to music, “I Know a 
Fount,” “Spirit of the Living God,” 
and “Peace in My Heart to Stay.” 
The rest of the hymns are the great 
evangelistic hymns, and there are only 
three or four hymns that I would call 
“trash,” and that is a lower number 
than I know in any other of the so- 
called Gospel hymnbooks. 

The editor of the book comes from 
a Dutch Reformed background, with 
a natural love of stateliness in the 
service of God. Mr. Smith has 
brought to this book dozens of hymns 
that are widely known in England 
but which are not known in this 
country. Interestingly enough, he has 
rediscovered a score of American 
hymns that are great, and which have 
been lost to us for half a century, but 
which went to England with Moody 
and remained very much alive there. 
It is to be hoped that their re-impor- 
tation will give them new life here. 
The fact that a large hymnbook with 
527 hymns can be bought in hundred 
lots for $1.50 is a miracle of mer- 
chandising in these days of sky-rock- 
eting costs. 


INFILTRATION 


Our troops in Korea have learned 
the great danger of infiltration. Where 
soldiers are spread across a wide front 
it is possible for single individuals to 
crawl through holes in the lines and 
to reappear behind our soldiers, lay 
traps for them, do great damage to 
supply lines, and cause death to 
faithful men. 


The strategy is an old one and be-. 


longs to the Devil. I have just had 
a remarkable illustration of it in a 
letter from a correspondent whom I 
have known personally for several 
years and in whose word I have great 
confidence. 

In one of the great denominational 
churches of our country a funda- 
mental pastor left to take up work in 
another church. The committee to 
obtain a new pastor was careless and 
took a man who was recommended by 
denominational authorities and who 
immediately began destroying the 
work of his predecessor, tearing down 
faith in the whole revealed Christian 
position as set forth in the Word of 
God. First of all, the most funda- 
mental teachers were removed from 
the Sunday School. When they took 
their letters and went to other churches 
in order that they might have work 
to do they were said to be “divisive” 
simply because they were not willing 


Would the apostle Paul be welcome in your church today? 
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to remain in a church without any 
possibility of a witness. 

My correspondent who did remain 
in the work of the church told me of 
the organization of the Daily Viaca- 
tion Bible School in that church at 
the beginning of the summer. The 
new pastor’s wife gave a talk to all 
the teachers and instructed them “to 
put a soft pedal on the teaching of 
Heaven and Hell.” These words are 
a direct quotation from the pastor’s 
wife in talking to the teachers. The 
woman said that in time such teach- 
ing might leak into the Bible School 
of the church. 

The infiltration tactics of Satan are 
always the same. The first doctrine 
to be attacked is the verbal inspiration 
of the Scripture. Following this, the 
doctrine of Hell and Heaven go by 
the board. If there is no Hell, why 
of course there is no need for an 
atonement, so the cross may be at- 
tacked directly. We must never for- 
get that we must have the whole Bible 
and the whole Christ or ultimately we 
can have no Bible and no Christ. 


"PASTIME" 


There are certain words which 
seem to have a special curse upon 
them and to a Christian who knows 
anything about etymology the word 
“pastime” must be a specially cursed 
word. Anybody can see that its ety- 
mology is found in the two words 
which make it up. We all know what 
time is, and we know what is passive. 
There are games that are called pas- 
times. Many of them would better 
be called frittertimes. Perhaps peo- 
ple would be less willing to spend 
their time on worthless things if they 
had to speak of them as frittertimes. 
What would you think of a man who 
came home to his wife and children 
with an empty pay envelope and said, 
“On the way home I spent it in ‘pass- 
money’”? This could have been at 
the liquor store or in some form of 
gambling. Passmoney in such cir- 
cumstances would be a great crime. 
As a matter of fact money may be 
regained. A man may work overtime 
and get money that he would not 
otherwise have had and may make 
up some deficit that has come to him 
through carelessness, but time that is 
lost is lost forever. 

We thought of this recently when 
we saw a full page advertisement in 
the New York Herald Tribune, ad- 
vertising Sunday comics. The adver- 
tisement was directed to advertisers 
telling them that they should spend 


their money advertising in a certain 
brand of Sunday comics. The ad 
began as follows, “The people of 
America are bombarded day and 
night with sights and sounds, words 
and pictures . . . 72-page newspapers 
. . . Magazines beyond counting... 
radio around the clock . . . phospho- 
rescent paint signs . . . multi-plane 
sky-writing . . . loud speakers in 
busses . . . roadside rhymes . . . books 
... booklets . . . brochures . . . movies. 


“And the latest most sensational 
member of the family—television. 


“Twenty-four hour day has not 
given an inch of ground, not a second 
of time. The human mind cannot 
absorb every course of this intellec- 
tual feast.” The advertisement then 
goes on to plead that no matter what 
busy people give up, they will not 
give up reading their particular comic 
strips. There is undoubtedly much in 
what they say. 


Some years ago I wrote an editorial 
pointing out that Christians were in 
danger from reading the wrong 
things. How much more is it true, 
that people are in danger today of 
looking at the wrong things. In that 
editorial I wrote, “In this day of 
modern living, where 10,000 pastimes 





PORTABLE 
CHURCH 
SERVICES 


Next month, we will run an 
important story on Portable 
Church Services, perhaps the 
greatest phase of Christian 
work which the Lord has given 
us to do. In the meantime, 
turn to page 35 and read the 
preliminary announcement. 











compete for our moments, the Chris- 
tian must make a definite decision 
about his reading period. The Bible 
must come first. It must come before 
the newspaper. So spend not one 
minute with the newspaper until you 
have spent at least 15 minutes with 
the Word of God on any given day. 
So important is this urgent necessity 
for the study of the Word of God 
itself, that we will go so far as to say 
that if you have not read your Bible 
today, you are sinning in reading this 
about the Bible.” 


That is still true, but the competi- 
tion for your free time is now much 
greater than it ever was and as the 
age draws to a close the Devil will do 
everything possible to get your ears 
through radio, your eyes through 
television and comics; your mind 
through any number of frivolous 
nothings in order to take your heart 
away from Christ. Be ruthless with 
yourself. Take the knife and cir- 
cumcise your eyes and your ears be- 
fore God in order that you may put _ 
Him first in all of the things that 
must be done. Buy up the passing 
moments. Remember that our Lord 
told us that we were to be, “Redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are 
evil” (Eph. 5:16). “The time is 
short” (1 Cor. 7:29) and every day 
it is getting shorter. Get yourself a 
system of priorities. 


YOUR WILL 


You do not have a right to leave 
your money to anyone you wish. Of 
course, the law of the land permits 
you to make your will as you please, 
and even if you leave it to establish 
a home for pet humming birds, your 
wishes will be followed out, but the 
law of God undoubtedly will hold you 
responsible if you leave any of your 


_money to anyone who is not born 


again, even if he is your own child. 

A report from London, recounts 
that Edward John Dene, a school 
principal, made this provision in his 
$56,000 will, which was probated re- 
cently. “Any beneficiary who is an 
atheist, or openly professes a dis- 
belief in the existence of God, or is 
a member of any society, association, 
organization, or body which supports 
Communism, shall forfeit all rights 
under this will.” 

It would be a good thing if people 
who have some of the Lord’s money 
to leave would see to it, that none of 
it goes to any human being who would 
dissipate it in godless living, in sup- 
port of modernistic unbelief, or in 
any other way that would be contrary 
to the will of God as set forth in the 
Word of God. After all Christ said, 
“He that loveth father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me 
and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than Me is not worthy of Me” 
(Mt. 10:37). It would necessarily 
follow that if you do not think more 
of Christ than you do of some physi- 
cal heir who is not living in accord- 
ance with the Word of God, you are 
going to be held responsible when 
the time of judgment comes. 


Absence from your church is a vote to close its doors 
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THE IMPERATIVE REQUIREMENT OF 
FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST 


By JAMES R. KING 


“If | wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me" (John 13:8). 


It was the last hours of our Lord’s ministry. Within 
twenty-four hours He was to be in the tomb. It was His 
final discourse to His disciples before His death, which 
was His highest self-revelation in speech, even as the 
cross is His most perfect revelation in act. John thir- 
teen to seventeen has been well called, “the Holy of 
Holies of the New Testament.” 


But, alas, the disciples were in no condition to re- 
ceive our Lord’s message. An unhealthy heat prevailed 
among them, unfitting them to listen to what the Lord 
had to say to them that last evening. “There had arisen 
among them a contention, which of them is accounted 


the greatest” (Luke 22:24), beginning, perhaps, by dis-' 


cussing the prospects of the Master’s kingdom, and 
ending by personal allusions, and even the direct pit- 
ting of man against man. So, heated and angry, and 
full of resentment, these men silently and sullenly as- 
sembled in the supper-room, and laid themselves down 
on their couches. 


It was a necessity in these eastern lands to bathe the 
feet after a journey, because of the open sandals which 
were worn, and for this purpose water and a basin were 
provided in the supper-room. But for any one of them 
to wash the feet of the other was to become the servant 
of all; and that was precisely what each one was re- 
solved that he, for his part, would not do. And not one 
of them had the disposition to see the ridiculous situa- 
tion which this created. Nor was one of them sensitive 
enough to be ashamed at showing such a temper in the 
presence of their Master. 


How was the Lord to bring them into a state of mind 
in which they could listen wholly and devotedly to 
Him? 


How was He to quench their heated passions and 
stir within them humility and love? 


In their present frame of mind they could not listen 
to the Lord, for it was only when their hearts were 
right with God and their fellowmen that they could re- 
ceive the message of God. Yea, it is only when the 
heart is right with God that the mind is at its best 
posture. So our Lord had a problem on His hands, but 
He was equal to it, as He always is. 


“He riseth from supper.” He took the initiative. He 
made the first move, and took the place of the slave in 
their midst. He took a towel and girded Himself, and 
poured water into a basin, and began to wash the dis- 
ciples’ feet. 


What a scene, as He moves from couch to couch, 
taking the soiled feet of His disciples into His blessed 


hands, and pouring water over them. Words could not 
describe it. Surely burning shame and bitter humilia- 
tion overcame these disciples, in that supper-room, as 
they put their feet over their couches to have their Lord 
do what they were determined, in their carnal pride, 
not to do. 


The Apostle John, reflecting on this night, tells us of 
the mood of Jesus as He performed this lowly act. He 
might have been wholly absorbed in His own affairs at 
this particular time. The heavy shadow of the cross was 
bearing down on Him, and the weight of the sins of 
the whole world was about to be laid upon Him. He 
could have been legitimately. excused from thinking of 
any one else but Himself. But “having loved His own, 
He loved them unto the end.” He was departing from 
this world, and His disciples were remaining in it, to be 
exposed to all the bitter opposition, and to be destined 
to bear the brunt of hostility directed toward Him. 


How then could He strengthen them? 


The very fact, that they showed themselves still so 
jealous and childish, so unfit to cope with the world, 
drew out His affection towards them. 


John tells us that our Lord was conscious of His own 
dignity as He washed the feet of the disciples: “Jesus 
knowing that the Father had given all things into His 
hands, and that He was come from God, and went to 
God.” It would have been no great condescension for a 
fisherman to wash a fisherman’s feet, but for our Lord, 
in whose hands are all things, to condescend thus is of 
unequalled meaning. Only He whose consciousness was 
divine could perform this great act of humility. 


There is still another circumstance which seemed to 
accentuate the grace of the foot-washing. Judas was now 
among the guests, and the idea of selling Jesus to His 
enemies had by this time formed itself in his mind. But 
to him our Lord made no difference. 


We find Jesus at the feet of the traitor, washing them, 
and drying them with the towel. What a picture of im- 
partiality! What a lesson for us! This is the wisdom 
that is from above, which is “first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy” 
(James 3:17). Jesus knew Judas. He knew him to be 
of low type but He unmasked him not to the disciples. 
He treated him like the rest. 


Shame and astonishment shut the mouths of the dis- 
ciples as Jesus went from couch to couch, until He came 
(Continued on Page 40) 


“The world” is man's life lived apart from God 
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DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


October 1 
WHAT AILETH THEE, HAGAR? (21:17) 
To complain against the providences of 
God is a definite sin. It is one facet of 
the sin of unbelief. It pervades the whole 
human race. It is found in the godly, no 
less than in the ungodly. To complain is 
to argue that God is either not able to pro- 
tect us or that He is not sufficiently inter- 
ested in our welfare to watch over us. Hagar 
had been definitely told by God that He 
would take care of her and her son. This 
promise had been given before the child was 
born. The angel of the Lord had come to 
her when she first fled from the face of 
Sarah and said to her, “I will multiply thy 
seed exceedingly, that it shall not be num- 
bered for multitude” (16:10). To whine 
because the circumstances are difficult is to 
doubt the Word of God. To suggest that 
the lad might die is to deny the Word of 
God. Yet do not many of us look at cir- 
cumstances instead of the Word of God? 
LORD, KEEP US FROM THIS AILMENT OF 
DOUBT. 


October 2 


| WILL MAKE HIM A GREAT NATION 
(21:18) 

This was not spoken of Isaac, but of Ish- 
miael. It was not because of anything that 
was in Ishmael, or in Hagar, but because 
of God's covenant of grace to Abraham. 
The child was to know blessing because he, 
too, was a child of Abraham. This God 
had said to Abraham at the moment of the 
cleavage and the departure (21:13). This 
should cause us to realize that everything 
which God does for any of us is purely 
because of His grace. There is nothing that 
ever takes its source from us, or that finds 
its continuity in us. The blessing is always 
from God, because “He is faithful that 
promised” (Heb. 10:23). Today Ishmael 
is a great nation, and the Arab peoples have 
partly sprung from him. The children of 
Isaac forget this promise and seek to have 
the land all to themselves, but it is well for 
us to remember that Ishmael is to share in 
the blessings with Isaac, even though in a 
subordinate position to him. 

LORD, THOU DOEST ALL THINGS WELL. 

October 3 
A WELL OF WATER .. . THE BOTTLE 
(21:19) 

The history of Isaac was a history of liv- 
ing by the wells. Ishmael was in the desert 


and did not know there was a well nearby 
until God showed it to his mother. Even 
then the water that he drank was only in 
bottles, for Ishmael represents the legalist, 
and these people can’ never have the joy 
that belongs to the child of grace, who, with 
joy draws water from the wells of salvation 
(Isa. 12:3). Whether or not Ishmael will 
be in Heaven we cannot tell for sure, but 
we know that there are multitudes of pro- 
fessing Christians like unto him. They live 
in a dry land, they are not accustomed to 
draw for themselves, and when their bottle 
is empty they are faint until someone else 
fills it up for them. But they still live in a 
thirsty land and must ultimately give way 
to the children of the wells. 


LORD, MAKE US MOMENTARILY AWARE 
OF THY GRACE. 


October 4 
AN ARCHER (21:20) 

The child of grace has the sword as his 
instrument. Ishmael, child of bondage, was 
of the company of Nimrod and Esau, the 
archers who sorely grieve Joseph, who shoot 
at him and hate him because he dwells by 
the well, and because his fruitful branches 
run over the wall (Gen. 49:22, 23). De- 
borah knew these enemies and sang about 
deliverance from them: “Speak, ye that ride 
on white asses, ye that sit in judgment, and 
walk by the way. They that are delivered 
from the noise of archers in the places of 
drawing water; there shall they rehearse the 
righteous acts of the Lord” (Jud. 5:10, 11). 
This connection between the enmity of the 
archers for those who dwell by the wells is 
made for a purpose, in order that we, the 
children of the wells, shall not be afraid of 
the arrows that fly by day (Psa. 91:5). 
LORD, MAKE US EVER MINDFUL THAT WE 
ARE THE CHILDREN OF GRACE. 


October 5 
A WIFE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT 

(21:21) 

Legalism always ends in a mixed marriage 
with the world. Egypt was the child of 
Ham, and there was a curse upon Ham from 
the beginning. The bondmaid has a child 
that inherits a promise because of the pater- 
nity in Abraham, but this child yearns to 
cohabit with the world, and the progeny 
will.take after the mother and not after 
the father. That which is born of the flesh 
can never be anything other than flesh 


(John 3:6). That is why the Lord tells 
us that we are not to be in an unequal yoke 
with unbelievers. What fellowship can there 
be between a believer with two natures and 
an unbeliever with only one nature? Hagar 
“gendereth to bondage” (Gal. 4:24), and 
when she has brought forth an archer she 
will get an Egyptian to be his wife. Thus 
legalism hates grace and moves towards the 
world. 

LORD, REMIND US THAT WE ARE MAR- 
RIED TO CHRIST. 


October 6 


GOD IS WITH THEE IN ALL THAT THOU 
DOEST (21:22) 

It is impossible for a man of God to 
walk with God without the world taking 
knowledge of the power in his life. Here 
was a witness from the Philistine world of 
the power and presence of the true God in 
the life of Abraham. This incident takes 
place, when Abraham is living his ordinary 
life. It might be called the phase of the 
humdrum. Yet there are such days :in the 
life of a believer and God will be manifest 
and magnified even there. Some days are 
pay-days, but many more are ordinary work- 
days. This testimony is perhaps an echo 
of God's dealings with Abraham, in having 
a child born to him contrary to nature. At 
all events the world must marvel, and take 
knowledge that the believer has been with 
Jesus (Acts 4:13). 

LORD, MAY THE WORLD SEE THEE IN US. 


October 7 

SWEAR UNTO ME BY GOD (21:23) 

Abimelech had reason to be scornful to- 
ward Abraham, for he had found him a liar 
and a coward in the matter of Sarah (20:9). 
But now he sees a child of grace born into 
the household when Abraham and Sarah are 
past age, and he immediately wants peace 
for himself, his household, and his land. Thus 
he asks Abraham for a solemn oath to this 
end. Perhaps he had become afraid of Abra- 
ham, for it is an awesome thing to note 
that God delivers kings into a man’s hand, 
warns him of the destruction of cities, de- 
livers him out of his own follies, and gives 
him a child born out of ‘due time. It is 
best to be at peace with such a man. The 
world has long since learned that they can 
have blessings at the heels of the blessed. 
LORD, MAY WE NOT FORGET THAT WE 
ARE THE EARTH'S SALT. 


The person who lives a holy life is usually quite wnaware of it 
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October 8 
1 WILL SWEAR (21:24) 

Abraham was ready to accede to the re- 
quest of the heathen king. The believer is 
always to be a man of peace where there 
is no compromise involved. The New Testa- 
ment teaches us that we are to “walk in 
wisdom toward them that are without™ (Col. 
4:5); that we are to “walk becomingly to- 
ward them that are without” (1 Thess. 
4:12), and that we are to have “a good 
report of them which are without” (1 Tim. 
3:7). God is very much interested in our 
living in such a manner that the world 
around us shall comprehend that we have 
been the objects of His grace and favor, 
and that we are the special objects of His 
solicitous love and care-at every moment. 
Abraham's readiness to meet every desire 
of Abimelech would go far to show that he 
was indeed a man of peace, and that he 
meant no ill whatsoever toward-the unbe- 
liever. 

LORD, MAY WE BE MEN OF PEACE. 

October 9 
ABRAHAM REPROVED ABIMELECH 
(21:25) 

The believer may make a covenant with 
an unbeliever, but he must protest the mo- 
ment that there is any attempt to touch his 
wells. Water is a symbol of the Word of 
God, and man is not to live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God (Deut. 8:3; Mt. 4:4). 
Too often the world will desire to make a 
covenant with us and will then proceed to 
attack our water supply. Abraham saw the 
danger at once and immediately reproved 
his host because of the breach that had been 
made. The Christian must always realize 
that there is never any possibility of walk- 
ing with the world when our springs are 
attacked. We cannot compromise with an 
attack on our source of water any more 
than we could permit a slow dripping away 
of our blood. The man who compromises 
here is immediately defeated. 

LORD, KEEP OUR WELLS OPEN. 

October 10 
ABRAHAM TOOK SHEEP AND OXEN 
(21:27) 

Some might have considered it to be 
Abraham's place to receive a gift of indem- 
nification, but we find him offering a gift 
instead. “The servant of the Lord must 
not strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt 
to teach, patient; in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves” (2 Tim. 2:24, 
25). The world is generally truculent, the 
believer must be conciliatory. It should be 
noticed that there was no compromise what- 
soever upon the essential points of the dif- 
ference, but there was gentle conciliation 
on all the points that involved peace. It is 
thus that the life of the believer shows forth 
the presence of Christ, who never sought 
His own interests, never defended Himself, 
never brought ill to another man. He would 
not break a bruised reed nor quench smok- 
ing flax (Mt. 12:20). Thus we must learn 
not to be overcome with evil, but to over- 
come evil with good (Rom. 12:21). 
LORD, MAY THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST DOMI- 
NATE US. 


Octeber 11 
WHAT MEAN THESE SEVEN EWE 
LAMBS? (21:29) 

It was customary to exchange presents at 
the time of the making of a solemn cove- 
nant. Asa reminded Ban-hadad that a 
covenant had been made between their re- 
spective fathers, and that the covenant was 
binding because he had sent a present of 
silver and gold to the Syrian king (1 Ki. 
15:19). Ephraim sent oil to Egypt in token 
of that unholy alliance (Hos. 12:1). What 
astonished Abimelech was that Abraham 
provided seven ewe lambs as a gift beyond 
the covenant gift. The Christian goes the 
second mile (Mt. 5:41). He is to provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. The 
Greek of this passage (Rom. 12:17), is that 
we are to provide things beautiful, or attrac- 
tive, in the sight of all men. The Lord has 
no other representatives upon this earth than 
those of us who are the redeemed. 

LORD, MAY WE ATTRACT MEN TO CHRIST. 


October 12 
A WITNESS THAT | HAVE DIGGED THIS 
WELL (21:30) 

Faith will never allow itself to be deprived 
of its fruit. The world of works around 
about us may never be allowed, even for a 
moment, to think that it is the source of 
our blessing and our provision. The lambs 
of the sacrifice were to be a witness against 
Abimelech, that he had no part in the wa- 
ters that poured forth unto Abraham. The 
warfare of works against faith is most sub- 
tle, and it will never know an armistice. 
At every moment the energy of the flesh 
will seek some of the credit for the blessing 
that comes into the life of the believer. We 
will always be presenting the ewe lambs as 
a witness against the flesh and its efforts. 
The well has come to us from grace, and 
the world and the works of the flesh are 
to have no credit whatsoever for the fruit 
of the gift of grace. 

LORD, MAKE US UNSWERVING IN OUR 
TESTIMONY TO GRACE. 

October 13 
BEERSHEBA (21:31) 

This place has been identified several 
miles southwest of Hebron. It was one of 
the limits of the occupied land, and has 
come down to us in the phrase that is some- 
what similar to our usage of a similar phrase, 
“From Maine to California.” From Dan to 
Beersheba were the circumscribed limits of 
the kingdom. The name means either “the 
well of the seven,” or “the well of the 
oath.” The two words in Hebrew are con- 
nected, etymologically. It is interesting to 
know that modern archaeologists have ac- 
tually discovered seven wells at the place 
identified as Beersheba. When the covenant 
had been made and the presents given to 
the king, Abimelech and his companion re- 
turned to Philistia and Abraham remained 
in full possession of the well. The world 
does not long remain in fellowship with the 
true Christian. There is an uneasiness in 
their presence which drives the unbeliever 
away. Abraham remains in possession of 
the well. ; 
LORD, MAY. WE EVER DWELL AT THE 
PLACE OF THE WELL. 


October 14 
ABRAHAM PLANTED A GROVE IN 
BEERSHEBA (21:33) 

It takes a long time for a grove of trees 
to grow. Abraham was now sitting down 
to ordinary life in the land. With the pos- 
session of the water there was to be fruit- 
fulness. Faith had the well, faith will plant 
the trees,-faith will wait for the fruit. There 
are many years involved in this sentence, 
and we thus see the slow passing of time. 
Life has to be lived largely in the sphere 
of the commonplace and the ordinary. Often 
we hear people testify at the end of a con- 
ference that it has been a mountain-top ex- 
perience. But life is frequently lived in 
the valley, and most of us must learn all 
the country in between the two. Even the 
most trivial incident of life can be made 
to furnish its weight of glory. 

LORD, MAY WE WALK AND NOT FAINT. 


October 15 
THE NAME OF THE LORD, THE EVER- 
LASTING GOD (21:33) 

Abraham has learned many names of God 
up to this point, and now there comes an- 
other revelation, with a fresh name of the 
Lord. The God of glory had appeared to 
him; he had come to know Jehovah in a 
measure; he had met El Elyon, the Most 
High God, possessor of Heaven and earth; 
he had found God as his shield and exceed- 
ing great reward; had met El Shaddai, the 
nourisher and supplier. Now, after years 
of the daily round of life he was to learn 
that he might call upon God as El Olam, 
the God of the successive ages. What a 
contrast, that the everlasting God is the 
God of the humdrum period of life! Is this 
not the true secret of living? Watch the 
second hand turning on the dial of your 
clock and realize that you are to live the life 
of eternity in time, by the power of the 
God of the everlasting. 

LORD, MAKE US REALIZE THAT WE BE- 
LONG TO ETERNITY. 


October 16 
ABRAHAM SOJOURNED ... MANY DAYS 
(21:34) 

We must learn to live life a day at a 
time. It is the long stretch that tires. If 
we ever, for a moment, seek to live out of 
the moment, we shall be spiritually. wearied. 
A woman once told me that she had cal- 
culated that she would sweep 4,672,000 
square feet of floor space in her five room 
home in ten years. She had reached the 
figure by measuring the house, finding that 
it had 1,280 square feet and multiplying the 
figure by 365 and then by 10! I suppose, 
under the same method, the number of dirty 
plates, cups, and saucers would reach a stag- 
gering total. I told her, however, that she 
would never have to do her work more 
than one day at atime. That is true of all 
of life, whether it be the living through 
hours of high fever or lone nights of suf- 
fering and sleeplessness. And, if you find 
a day to be too long, learn to live your life 
by the minute. 

LORD, MAY WE KNOW THE JOY OF 
ETERNITY IN TIME. 
(Continued on Page 41) 


Are you a problem or a pleasure to God and to His Church? 
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The PARADOX of POWER 


By RALPH G. TURNBULL 


"We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness; But unto them which are called, both Jews and 
eo. Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God." | Cor. 
1:23, 24. 


The days in which we live are the 
days when men are seeking for power. 
We have succeeded in harnessing the 
powers of nature to serve us through 
electricity in heat, light, and power, 
and now in atomic energy. We have 
invented machines to multiply the skill 
of men and to enable us to exercise 
power in industry. In certain social 
realms the man of accumulated wealth 
may still speak and command his fel- 
lows because of the power of posses- 
sions and its influence upon others— 
except those who are not impressed 
with money as the end in life! But 
money means power for some. The 
power of the worship of mammon is 
well known. What is power after all? 
Power is indeed the nature of the ego. 
Power is like salt water to a thirsty 
man. It intensifies the appetite. It 
cannot, by its very nature, assuage it. 
In the pursuit of power, man is doomed 
to bitterness and frustration. Here is 
the secret of moral and spiritual power 
—the only power worthwhile and last- 
ing—‘we preach Christ crucified. . . 
the power. . . of God . . .” (1 Cor. 
1:23-24). 


Considering the paradox of power 
we see that the supreme expression of 
power is moral energy. In contrast to 
the prevailing notions of power this is 
startling and challenging. We think 
of the power of money, and we know 
that money cannot command some 
things, yet, money may buy position in 
society or in business or in politics. 


“Every man has his price.” So 
reasons the world at large and it is 
true that you may find examples of 
this in human life. Money is the means 
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of mammon worship on a large scale, 
and yet there are those who are not 
so ensnared. Money can also be used 
to bless and heal and save life on a 
scale unlimited, and in that way it be- 


comes a mighty means of usefulness. 


Or think of the power of position. 
Social prestige is -a strange thing, or 
birth, or family. To some these are 
all. Thus men fawn and flatter and de- 
lude themselves that these powers of 
society are determinative of the value 
and worth of the individual. Not at 
all! “A man’s a man for a’ that.” 
There is a greater power than power 
of position. 


And we shall not blink at the power 
of armaments. The nations have piled 
up their munitions of war, spending 
millions of money in the mad race for 
supremacy, until we have had explo- 
sions of war. Power of ambition and 
lust of conquest are related to power 
in the despotic will of evil men. And 
we no longer discount that power as 
empty talk when millions are enslaved 
under the taskmaster! 


But the Christian view is one that ° 


runs counter to these popular concep- 
tions of power. Right is the only 
might, morality is mightier than mam- 
mon, character is stronger than the 
accident of position or the possession 
of money, A man’s influence and power 
is in direct proportion to what he is 
in himself. Moral energy is the gen- 
eration of spiritual dynamic. Laws 
are enacted, but are sometimes not en- 
forced or obeyed because men lack 
this power. You cannot make men 
sober or pure or honest by law (al- 
though restraint makes it more difh- 
cult to do wrong), but let a man have 
moral stamina within and his life is 
empowered to meet temptation. Truth- 
telling always brings power, whereas 
lying spells impoverishment of soul. 


Honesty and purity of life are en- 
nobling and uplifting, but the unclean 
and the deceiving are found out as 
weaklings without power. The greatest 
of all dynamics to transform life is the 
Gospel of Christ. It makes the un- 
believing man devout, the crooked 
man upright, the evil man holy. “The 
Gospel . . . is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth” 
(Romans 1:16). The power creating 
a universe redeems sinning man and 
sustains with power the new life re- 
ceived. Power is moral energy. 


Then, the supreme expression of 


‘moral energy is love. Love is super- 


lative. It is the queen of all graces 
and virtues. All other virtues and ele- 
ments of moral energy are summed up 
in this. A mother’s love protects her 
children and influences them for good. 
No one can analyze love, but we all 
know what it is in experience. 


The hatreds of life are strong and 
stultify the best, but love can over- 
come the deepest hate and bring to 
pass a transformed spirit in man. Love 
has the power of breaking down op- 
position and calling forth the highest 
in people. What compulsion cannot 
attain, love can achieve. The feuds 
and bitternesses of life are melted 
through the genius of a great love. 
The moral energy released through this 
virtue and grace is incalculable. Love 
may break down the sternest opposition 
and win and woo that which is at en- 
mity. Love to the young child means 
warmth and safety as he rests in the 
crook of his mother’s arm. Love means 
passionate devotion and loyalty to the 
young man or woman as the one life 
thrills to the presence of the other. 
Love means sacrifice and suffering as 
parents pray and labor to restore some 
wayward member of the family. Love 
means service and holding fast to truth 
and conviction as we go out into life 


Ask God if you are in His appointed place for you 
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to live under the banner of the Son of 
God. The meaning of love grows as 
we learn to know it in the uprising of 
moral energy for the battle of life. 

Human love is wonderful, but God’s 
love is the greatest thing in the world. 
Who is able to comprehend the breadth 
and length and depth and height of 
that surpassing love of God in Christ? 
(cf. Eph. 3:17-19). The Bible is full 
of that knowledge which is above the 
mere intellect of man. Love-knowledge 
is the crowning knowledge, not only of 
the earth. As wide as the of 
men, so is that love of God. As deep 
as the sin and waywardness of man, 
so is the outreach of that love. It is 
the love that fills the universe, yet each 
life may contain it. When Napoleon 
was defeated and exiled he confessed: 
“Alexander the Great, Caesar, Char- 
lemagne, and I have tried to build our 
empires on force and failed, but Jesus 
has founded His empire on love.” And 
he added, “Thou, O Galilean, hast con- 
quered!” Yes, love is the crowning 
virtue, the greatest of all moral ener- 
gies. Without it life is dwarfed and 
we wither in spirit and die. It is the 
foundation of the home and the best 
we know of in our society. Life de- 
picted by the theater or divorce court 
proceedings or by some novelists is the 
abnormal. Where love reigns as queen 
you find homes creatively pure and 
good. We may then sing our hymn of 
praise to love as the supreme expres- 
sion of moral energy, as the essence 
of all that speaks of true power. 

But again we say that the supreme 
expression of love is sacrifice. Love 
by its nature must express itself. Love 
is not dumb, but vocal. The history 
of our world and the creation of our 
finest literature afford many examples 
of this truth. Men and women have 
dared and risked their lives for the 
sake of love. Distance, expenditure of 


money or of time or strength have been 
no barrier to love’s expression through 
sacrifice. To love is to live. That 
which is sacrificial is not spoken of as 
such by those who deem the object of 
their love worthy. Consider the hero- 
isms of life and you will agree that 
the people you really admire and for 
whom you have the highest respect are 
not those who are at ease, but those 
who suffer in sacrifice. “The best 
things are the most difficult.” No sailor 
wishes a calm sea all his life. He wel- 
comes a gale to try his powers against 
the adverse elements. The secret of 
true happiness is not pleasure, but the 
overcoming through sacrifice. The 
lotus land of pleasure is not the place 
of heroism, or courage, or sacrifice. 
Sacrifice comes out of great love. Love 
is the moral energy creating sacrifice. 
“God so loved that He gave. . .” (John 
3:16). It was not that God began to 
love then. He always loved in His na- 
ture and being, and out of that moral 
energy of holy love came this self- 
sacrifice. 


That love spells sacrifice is witnessed 
to in the story of Stephen, the first 
Church martyr. As he was stoned to 
death, he did not retaliate or curse, 
but prayed (Acts 7:60), “Father, lay 
not this sin to their charge.” Through 
this power of sacrifice the enemy of 
the Church was won to Christ and Saul 
of Tarsus became the Apostle Paul. In 
those days of early Christianity the 
Roman Empire was challenged by this 
power more than by the force of arms. 
In a world where she held undisputed 
sway, Rome was forced to yield to the 
power of the Christian faith. When 
Christian diciples followed the way of 
their Lord and were ready to lay down 
their lives in the arena, then the pagan 
world turned to embrace our living 
faith. When in A.D. 313, freedom of 


worship was won throughout the Em- 





The newspapers recently carried a picture of a man, in bitter loss of temper, kicking the 
side of his car, after he had thrust his fist through one of its windows. He was angry at the 
car because it hadn't done exactly what he wanted it to do. Many of us, perhaps, have had 
frequent demonstrations of the obstinacy of the inanimate, but nothing beyond the broken 
window and the dented door of an automobile, struck and kicked by its owner, better demon- 
strates the incurable desire of the heart of man to have everything bend to its own will. 





Man wants to be God, 
and he wants it so badly 
that he will break anything 
that opposes his will. He 
will ultimately dash him- 
self into Hell rather than 
surrender. The only power 
that can transform such ob- 
stinacy is the power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


pire by the Edict of Milan, the victory 
was gained through sacrifice. The 
fidelity of ordinary people to Jesus 
Christ turned the tides of opposition 
and persecution until the cross arose 
above the sword. The struggle was 
not a bloodless one, and the slaughter 
of the Christians was carried through 
with violence and cruelty. But loving 
sacrifice and martyrdom overcame 
evil, and the “blood of the martyrs be- 
came the seed of the church.” They 
turned the other cheek and went the 
second mile until pagan hearts were 
melted and won by self-sacrifice. 

It is never easy to love one’s enemies 
or to lay down one’s life for friends, 
but it is the divine and Christly way. 
“Greater love hath no man _ than 
this. . .” (John 15:13). And when 
“we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us,” the Just for the unjust (Rom. 
5:8). There is the extent and glory 
of that infinite love reaching out in 
sacrifice to redeem and save. If the 
supreme expression of love is sacrifice, 
then the supreme expression of sacri- 
fice is death. We have been led to 
this in our thought of power. The 
power that sways the future and de- 
cides the movements of history is not 
despotic and selfish. The power and 
might of God is wrapped up in this 
paradox. 

Power is moral energy: moral ener- 
gy is love: love is sacrifice: sacrifice 
is death. To sacrifice home, or loved 
ones, or career, or social benefits, or 
money, or position, or the future is a 
seemingly great sacrifice in the eyes of 
men. But to die? Jesus Christ said: 
“My kingdom is not of this world: if 
my kingdom were of this world, then 
would My servants fight. . .” (John 
18:36). So He laid down His life that 
He might take it again. His cross is 
the apex, the crown, the goal of His 
life of self-sacrifice and self-denial. But 
in dying He did not die a common 
death. “He humbled Himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). His 
death was voluntary and deliberate, 
without any chance or accident. His 
death was natural in that He died as 
others die, but it was unnatural in that 
it was by crucifixion. He was forced 
into the place of shame and ignominy, 
and the holy One partook of the sin- 
ful end of punishment and death. Yet 
it was above-the-natural in that it was 
the willing choice of this God-Man 
who laid down His life for the sin of 
the world. Here is the supreme ex- 
pression of sacrifice—that “God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). 


(Continued on Page 32) 


The Holy Spirit does not flow through methods but through men 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


LESSONS 


By DONALD F. ACKLAND 


OCTOBER 21, 1951 
Joseph’s Part in God’s Plan 
LESSON TEXT: GENESIS 47:1-7; 


50:18-24 
Golden Text: “We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called accord- 
ing to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 


In this series of lessons we are 
sketching in bold strokes “The Be- 
ginnings of the Hebrew Nation.” 
This type of lesson makes a big 
demand upon the teacher who may 
be discouraged by the necessity for 
reviewing large areas of the Scrip- 
ture story (for today’s lesson, for 
example, no fewer than ten chapters 
are included in the teacher’s ma- 
terial). But the worthwhileness of 
these historic surveys will be evident 
to all who give time for thought. The 
usual curriculum material, which 
divides the sacred narrative into small, 
disconnected sections, fails to give an 
over-all view of the Bible story, so 
that many people who are familiar 
with incidents and characters have no 
intelligent idea of the general prog- 
ress of the Biblical theme. Such a 
series as the present enables us to 
obtain that panoramic view which 
makes subsequent study of the details 
of the story more interesting and 
profitable. 


The romantic history of Joseph 
carries forward the plan of God for 
Israel. We see how, in spite of the 
weakness and sinfulness of individual 
Israelites, the Lord overruled events 
toward the fulfillment of His ultimate 
purposes. Under His sovereign 
providence sorrow was turned into 
joy and tragedy into triumph. Israel 
might exclaim, “All these things are 
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against me” (Gen. 42:36), and so 
indeed it seemed; but the grace of 
God was at work behind apparent 
disaster, and Israel was to live to 
experience it. So we need to learn, 
with individuals as with nations, “all 
things work together for good” when 
men love and serve the Lord. 


Lesson Material 


There can be no substitute for 
reading the following chapters of 
Genesis — 37, 39, 41-47, 50. The 
story opens with Jacob in Canaan 
(37:1). It might seem that God had 
fulfilled His promise to Abraham and 
that the chosen people were per- 
manently and finally installed in their 
inheritance. But not so. The Israel- 
ites were not ready for their high 
destiny, as the conduct of the sons 
of Jacob makes very plain. On their 
part, discipline was necessary before 
they could possess the land of prom- 
ise; hence the Egyptian slavery and 
the wilderness wanderings. On God’s 
part, redemption was to be an essen- 
tial part of His program. His people 
must be brought out of bondage by 
His outstretched arm under the shel- 
tering blood of the Passover Lamb. 
His dealings with Israel were to pre- 
figure His dealings with all sinful 
humanity. 


The chapters we have mentioned 
will remind us how the sons of Jacob, 
who were to give their names to the 
tribes of Israel, revealed their lack 
of fitness for a position of leadership 
and trust by their treatment of their 
younger brother, Joseph. When they 
sold him into slavery they never ex- 
pected to see him again. When they 
did at length stand before him as 
Grand Vizier of Egypt they supposed 
that he would take vengeance upon 
them. His mercy toward them con- 
victed them of their sin, but the full- 
ness of his forgiveness was something 
they could not understand. After 
their father’s death they said to one 


another, “Joseph will certainly re- 
quite us all the evil which we did unto 
him” (50:15). 


Nothing in all history surpasses 
the magnanimity of Joseph in his 
reply to these fearful brothers. They 
were afraid to come to him person- 
ally and therefore sent a messenger, 
begging in their father’s name that 
he would spare their lives. Read his 
reply again and again (50:19-21). 
He left the dispensing of justice to 
God. The brothers might have in- 
tended evil toward him, but the Lord 
had overruled everything for good, 
using their crime and his consequent 
enslavement as a means toward sav- 
ing the lives of multitudes who shared 
in the grain which he was able to 
store against the demands of the 
years of famine. This being so, he 
had nothing but kindness to show 
toward his brethren. They and their 
little ones were safe and provided for 
so long as he lived. 


Lesson Plan 


1. The Plan of God 
a. Beyond our thinking 
b. Triumphing over sin 
c. Marvelously developed 
2. The Man of God 
a. A tested man 
b. A good man 
A wise man 
A clever man 
A God-honoring man 
A forgiving man 


- 1. The ways of God are beyond 
our comprehension. It would seem 
that having brought Jacob again into 
Canaan, after his long exile with 
Laban, God would settle him there 
to experience the fullness of the 
promise given to Abraham. But that 
was not God’s plan. Jacob and his 
sons had to be uprooted from Canaan 
and spend years in Goshen, their de- 
scendants experiencing slavery to the 
Egyptians, before they would be per- 
mitted to occupy the land of promise. 


me ao 


Part of the reason for this exile 
was the sin of Jacob’s sons. They 
transgressed against their younger 
brother Joseph and against their 
father as they lied to him. Their im- 
moral characters were hinted at by 
Joseph (37:2) and later revealed in 
all their ugliness. Such people were 
not ready to enjoy the goodness of 
God or to be His representatives. 
But neither could their lack of fitness 
frustrate the divine purposes. God’s 
program was to triumph over their 
sin. 


The promises of God are personal transactions 
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How the Lord worked out His will 
for Joseph and through Joseph for 
Jacob and the unworthy brothers is 
one of the great dramas of the Bible. 
Stranger indeed than fiction is the 
unfolding story of Joseph: favorite 
son, slave, maligned servant, prison- 
er, teller of dreams, saviour of Egypt, 
associate of Pharaoh, pardoner of his 
brethren, provider for his people. 


2. Joseph was God’s man fitting 
into God’s plan. This is invariably 
the divine way. For the carrying out 
of His mighty purposes God always 
seeks a dedicated personality. Let us 
see in Joseph those qualities which 
God could use then and still uses for 
the ongoing of His cause. 


Joseph was a tested man. He did 
not escape hardship but had an over- 
abundance of it. In his suffering, 
however, he showed no bitterness. 
Because he believed in God, he cher- 
ished the confidence that all things 
would work out for the divine glory 
and for his blessing. 


In this and other ways he showed 
himself a good man. “The Lord was 
with him,” we are told, but this was 
because he kept near the Lord. Jo- 
seph was good in his trustworthiness. 
Potiphar soon discovered that he was 
honest and therefore put all his af- 
fairs in Joseph’s hands. His purity, 
too, shines out from the narrative. 
Tempted to sin he spurned the sug- 
gestion, and though he suffered for 
a while because of his moral integrity, 
he lived to prove that purity pays. 


Joseph was a wise man. Nowhere 
was his wisdom more in evidence than 
in prison. Instead of lamenting his 
lot, Joseph made the best of an un- 
pleasant situation, and commended 
himself to all with whom he had to 
do. Note how when summoned be- 
fore Pharaoh “he shaved himself, and 
changed his raiment” (41:14). God 
had much to do with Joseph’s ulti- 
mate success, but Joseph made his 
own contribution by such common- 
sense. 


He was a clever man. Where he 
obtained the knowledge which quali- 
fied him to be Grand Vizier of Egypt 
we are not told. We cannot suppose, 
however, that he wasted his two years 
in prison. Obviously Joseph sought 
every opportunity for self-improve- 
ment, and was thus an equipped man 
when God called him. 


We cannot overlook his being a 
God-honoring man. He took no credit 
to himself as a teller of dreams, and 
when he came to review his amazing 
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Patrick the Forgiving 

Patrick, patron saint of Ireland, 
was born in times of turmoil when 
Roman rule in Britain was being 
withdrawn and wild Irish tribes 
were raiding the undefended coast. 
As a boy he was captured and 
taken to herd pigs for six years 
in Ireland’s remotest sections. 
Eventually Patrick escaped by ship 
to France, and there he had ex- 
periences which led him first into 
monastic life and then into evan- 
gelism. Answering God’s call to 
preach, he made his way back to 
Britain. His family, overjoyed at 
his return, tried to persuade him 
to remain among them. But-Pat- 
rick had the conviction that he 
should go as Christ’s messenger 
among his Irish captors. So, with 
forgiveness in his heart, he dedi- 
cated his life to the highest wel- 
fare of those who once had taken 
him into slavery. 











experience he attributed everything 
to God (50:20). There was no pride 
in Joseph, but a humble acknowledg- 
ment of God in his life. 


In nothing did Joseph honor God 
more than in his forgiving spirit. The 
completeness of his pardon. for his 
offending brothers reminds us of the 
greater forgiveness of God toward 
sinful men and women. How won- 
derful is that life which reflects the 
ways of the Lord! Here is something 
to seek and to cultivate. 


OCTOBER 28, 1951 
The Hebrews in Slavery 


LESSON TEXT: EXODUS |!:7-14; 
2:23-25 

Golden Text: “Be strong, fear not: be- 

hold, your God will come with vengeance, 

even God with a recompense; he will 

come and save you” (Isaiah 35:4). 

To understand God’s dealings with 
the children of Israel we need to re- 
view events in the light of His ulti- 
mate purpose. God had a high 
mission for Israel, nothing less than 
to make them a people for His glory ; 
and for such a destiny preparation 
was necessary. Their absolute lack of 
readiness for the divine purpose is 
made plain by the stories told of the 
sons of Jacob. Discipline was re- 
quired before such men could be 
entrusted with the fulfillment of 
God’s promises to Abraham, and that 
discipline came in part through the 
experience of slavery in Egypt. 

At the same time, we must not 
overlook the strategy of Satan in the 


experiences of Israel. His constant 
endeavor, recognizable in both Old 
and New Testaments, was to prevent 
the unfolding of God’s plan of re- 
demption. Can we doubt that he was 
responsible for the oppression of the 
Israelites under Pharaoh, or for the 
sinister scheme to exterminate the 
race mentioned in Exodus 1:15, 16, 
22? The victory of God over every 
evil power shines forth from today’s 
lesson. “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” 


Lesson Material 


When Jacob and his sons left 
Canaan for Egypt, they were given 
the land of Goshen, which lay be- 
tween the two countries, for their 
settlement. This area was good pas- 
ture land, specially suited to shep- 
herds, and sufficiently far from Egypt 
proper to overcome the aversion of 
the Egyptians for men who followed 
the shepherd’s calling. After seven- 
teen years in Goshen, Jacob died, 
having first obtained a promise from 
his sons that they would inter his 
body in the family grave at Mach- 
pelah (Gen. 49:29-30). 


It is easy to overlook the fact that 
there is a gap of at least three cen- 
turies between the close of the book 
of Genesis and the events described 
in the first chapter of Exodus. Much 
happened during that long period. 
Joseph died, also his brethren, and 
new generations of Hebrews grew 
up, toiled, and prospered in the fer- 
tile land of Goshen. Moreover, there 
were changes in the government of 
Egypt. A new dynasty came into 
power, having no links with the story 
of Joseph, and so feeling no sense of 
obligation to the great nation of 
foreigners who lived on their borders. 
To the new ruler of Egypt the 
Hebrews appeared only as a potential 
menace, who, in case of war, might 
assist the enemy (1:10). Hence, the 
Hebrews were weakened by drafting 
large numbers of them as labor-gangs 
to build cities for Pharaoh. Pithom 
and Raamses, described as “treasure 
cities,” were actually store cities. 
Excavations on the site of Pithom 
have revealed great chambers which 
are believed to have been granaries. 
Possibly these cities were erected as 
precautions against war. 


Thriving Under Persecution 


The more the Egyptians oppressed 
the Hebrews, however, the more they 
seemed to grow in numbers. Severer 
measures were employed against 
them. We read that their taskmasters 
“made their lives bitter,” and they 
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were forced to labor in the fields, and 
to make bricks and raise great build- 
ings for the Egyptians. 

Exodus 1:15-22 tells of another 
dastardly scheme attempted by Phar- 
aoh to weaken the Hebrews. Male 
children were to be killed as soon as 
born. Owing to the courage of the 
two Hebrew midwives who were 
apparently at the head of this worthy 
. sisterhood (note that their names are 
preserved, v. 15), this cruel plan was 
unsuccessful. In despair, Pharaoh 
gave command to his own subjects 
that they should drown every male 
child of the Hebrews. 

How the infant Moses escaped this 
fate is one of the favorite stories of 
Holy Writ, and comes within our 
lesson. It is important to mark how, 
in spite of his upbringing in the royal 
palace, Moses retained his love for 
his own people. It was this which 
prompted him to go to the aid of an 
ill-treated Hebrew and slay his Egyp- 
tian persecutor (1:11-12). Was he 
not attempting to do, however, in the 
zeal of the flesh, what was God’s 
prerogative? He met with swift dis- 
couragement and disillusionment 
when, shortly afterward, one of his 
own kinsmen reproached him with 
his crime. Realizing that his deed was 
known, and that if it came to Phar- 
aoh’s ears his own life would prob- 
ably be forfeit, Moses decided to flee. 
In his absence in the land of Midian 
the processes of divine deliverance 
began to work (2:23-25). The hearts 
of the Hebrew people turned in their 
despair to God. They cried to Him 
and He heard them. On their part 
repentance, on God’s remem- 
brance (v. 24), set the wheels of God 
revolving, slowly but effectively, until 
at’ length the command went forth, 
“Let My people go!” 


Lesson Plan 


1. Man's Inhumanity to Man 
a. Forgetting their benefactor 
b. Ill-treating their guests 
c. Intensifying their cruelty 
2. God's Overruling Providence 
a. Prospered though persecuted 
b. Courage among slaves 
c. Moses’ life preserved 
d. Repentance and response 


1. It is a miserable commentary 
on the frailty of human nature that 
even in three centuries the Egyptians 
should forget a man who should have 
had imperishable remembrance. The 
magnitude of Joseph’s service to the 
Egyptians in saving them from the 
consequences of prolonged famine 
should have insured their lasting 
gratitude. Yet we are told “there 
arose up a new king . . . which knew 
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-act of deliverance. 
‘needed? The true repentance of the 


not Joseph.” If we are astonished, 
what of the thousands in the world 
today who are living as though our 
blessed Lord had never died? 

Even though the facts may have 
been lost, the Egyptians plainly knew 
that the Hebrews were guests in their 
territory. So much is implied in the 
last clause of 1:10. Their treatment 
of the Hebrews is therefore one of 
the major acts of treachery in all 
history. By the use of superior force 
they compelled the Hebrews to be- 
come labor-gangs, taking them away 
from their homes, and using them to 
build great defense cities. That hu- 
man nature has not changed has been 
made evident in similar acts of mass 
oppression in recent years. 

The lengths to which men will go 
to carry out their sinister schemes 
reveals the depravity of the human 
heart and its capacity for evil. Yet 
how vain to suppose that “men are 
getting better and better”! The gas 
chambers of Dachau, Buchenwald, 
and other Nazi torture centers, de- 
clare the grievous truth that “evil 
men ... shall wax worse and worse” 
(2 Tim. 3:13). What may be going 
on behind the Iron Curtain we can 
only guess. 

2. Against this background of hu- 
man treachery and cruelty is set the 
overruling providence of God. 
Through all the suffering of the 
Hebrews, He was working out His 
purposes of mercy. Even while ill- 
treated, the chosen people increased. 
We are reminded of the statement in 
Acts 11:19 that “they which were 
scattered abroad upon the persecution 
... traveled . . . preaching the Word 
... and the hand of the Lord was with 
them: and a great number believed.” 
The Devil’s best plans are doomed to 
miserable failure. 

Among the oppressed Hebrews 
there was a fine spirit of loyalty to 
one another and to God. The story 
of the midwives shines with com- 
mendable courage (See 1:17). Be- 
cause they feared God they did not 
fear Pharaoh. 

At this dark hour in the nation’s 
story, God was planning deliverance, 
and his instrument was a helpless 


baby, saved from cruel death by a. 


mother’s ingenuity, a sister’s devo- 
tion, and a Heavenly Father’s care. 
God’s answer to human emergencies 
is always a man of His choosing and 
appointment, and supremely the Man 
Christ Jesus. 

Thus the stage was set for a mighty 
What else was 


enslaved Hebrews. When their cry 
rose to God He was prompt.to an- 


1 


swer. Note that His preparations 
had preceded their prayers. “Before 
they call I will answer.” So with His 
salvation. Christ is “the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.” 
God is always ahead of our need, 
ready to meet it at our first indication 
of repentance. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1951 
God Reveals Himself to Moses 


LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 3:1-7, 
10, 13-15 

Golden Text: “God said moreover unto 
Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent 
me unto you” (Exodus 3:15). 


At the heart of God’s plan is al- 
ways God’s man. That is one of the 
lessons we must learn from the story 
of Moses. His deliverance from 
death as a baby was due to the devo- 
tion and ingenuity of his mother and 
the cooperation of his sister; but not 
only to that. Behind the human agents 
was God, preserving this life that He 
might use it for a glorious purpose. 
So also we may see the hand of God 
in the training of Moses, both in the 
schools of Egypt and the spiritual 
discipline of the desert. By various 
means God was making ready His 
servant against the day of commis- 
sion. é 

In its wider significance, today’s 
lesson graphically presents the acti- 
vity of God in history. We need the 
reminder today that the Lord is not 
passive toward the iniquities and in- 
justices of men and nations. Neither 
is He indifferent toward the suffer- 
ings of His people. When God’s hour 
strikes, none can resist His purposes 
either of judgment: or of mercy. 


Lesson Material 


It was at the southern end of the 
peninsula of Sinai that Moses tended 
his father-in-law’s flock. Above him 
loomed the granite mountains of 
Horeb. Edersheim tells us that there 
are fertile places in this area to which 
the Arabs of today still drive their 
flocks when other places are parched 
and dry. 

There Moses was confronted by a 
strange sight. One of the many acacia 
trees of the desert enveloped with 
flame, and yet, as Moses watched, 
was not consumed. Various inter- 
pretations have been given to the 
phenomenon of the burning bush. 
Perhaps we may see in it the fiery 
ordeal of the Hebrews in Egypt, test- 
ing and trying them without destroy- 
ing them. In the midst of the fire 
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was the Lord Himself, sufficient 
explanation of the preservation of 
His people. Did He not walk in the 
midst of the fire with the three friends 
of Daniel so that they sustained no 
hurt (Dan. 3:25)? 


Arrested by the strange sight, 
Moses turned aside to inspect it more 
closely. Then it was that the Lord 
spoke to him. First He charged 
Moses to take his shoes from off his 
feet, for he was on holy ground. Then 
he revealed Himself as “the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” Three centuries at 
least had elapsed since the Lord had 
spoken to men, and now He turns 
back the pages of history to remind 
Moses that He is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever — the God of the 
covenant, who had promised Abra- 
ham to bless him and make him a 
blessing, and had not forsaken His 
word. 


The message given to Moses in 
that amazing interview was one of 
divine concern for the ill-treated 
Hebrews and of certain help and de- 
liverance. Note God’s words, “I am 
come down to deliver them.” Moses 
was to be His instrument, but Jeho- 
vah Himself would direct the libera- 
tion of His people. Later, God was 
to make His tabernacle again with 
men (“the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us,” John 1:14), for the 
purpose of effecting a greater deliv- 
erance. 7 


Moses Commissioned 


To the awe-struck Mases God an- 
nounced that He had chosen him to 
go before Pharaoh and to lead His 
people out of bondage. We cannot be 
surprised at Moses’ retort, “Who am 
I?” Possibly he remembered how he 
had fled from Egypt forty years 
before because of his fear of Pharaoh 
(2:15). But his inadequacies were 
fully met by the pledge, “Certainly I 
will be with thee ;” and appeal was 
made to his faith by the promise that 
he should bring the liberated Hebrews 
to that same spot where they should 
worship the Lord. 


But Moses had another difficulty. 
So long was it since the Lord had 
spoken to His people that they would 
be sure to ask: “What is His name?” 
It would be necessary to have the 
authority of a very great name to in- 
spire the hopes of these downtrodden 
people, and encourage them to defy 
the power of Pharaoh. “I AM 
THAT I AM” was the answer Moses 
received; a title immediately linked 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
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therefore emphasizing the unchange- 
ableness of God. It was the Jehovah 
God of their fathers, who had cove- 
nanted with Abraham, who was now 
fulfilling His word in bringing de- 
liverance to His people. 

Now, to the commissioned Moses, 
God gave a sign and a spokesman. 
The shepherd’s staff which he carried 
became the baton of his authority, 
capable of working wonders which 
would at once impress and punish 
Pharaoh and his subjects. And re- 
sponding to Moses’ plea that he was 
“slow of speech” God assigned his 
brother Aaron to be his mouthpiece. 
Nothing that this man. needed for his 
task was neglected. The provision 
and equipment were complete. It was 
only necessary that Moses should re- 
spond with his faith and the power 
of God would be released. 


Lesson Plan 


1. God's Man Prepared 
a. Egyptian privileges 
b. Desert musings 
2. God's Man Called 
a. The burning bush 
b. The great announcement 
3. God's Man Equipped 
a. The promised Presence 
b. All needs met 


1. God never calls men and women 
into His service without preparation. 
It need not necessarily be of an 
academic sort (although that is im- 
portant), but He has His way of 
educating those whom He uses in the 
school of life. There are clear indi- 
cations that Moses, while in Phar- 
aoh’s court, remained a true Hebrew. 
Perhaps he rebelled at having to sub- 
mit to the restrictidns of court life. 


But this was part of his training. 
Treated as a prince, and afforded all 
the opportunities for equipping him- 
self as an administrator, Moses 
learned in the Egyptian schools things 
which were invaluable to him later. 
But he also needed spiritual train- 
ing ; and during the forty years in the 
desert where he tended sheep, Moses 
learned that meekness which was to 
be his outstanding trait. The period 
of training was long, and while it 
lasted much of it must have been in- 
explicable ; but the time came when 
the purposes of God were revealed 
and Moses could see the divine lead- 
ing in his past. 


2. In the midst of his daily task 
the call came, and in such a way that 
there was no mistaking it. Note that 
first of all God demanded an atti- 
tude of worship and submission. 
“Draw not nigh hither: put off thy 
shoes from off thy feet.” It is neces- 
sary that we recognize the authority 
of God in our lives, bending our wills 
to His, before He can use us in His 
program. The proud spirit is an 
abomination in His sight. Only those 
who are prepared to yield themselves 
in complete obedience may expect His 
commissions. 


On his face before the Lord (v. 6) 
Moses received the astounding news 
that deliverance for Israel was near, 
and that he was to be the instrument 
for its accomplishment. If that ap- 
pears an honor and a privilege to us, 
what of the commission Christ has 
given: “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel . Ye shall be 
My witnesses” (Mk. 16:14; Acts 1: 
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8)? If we will respond, ours may be 
the joy of cooperating with God in 
breaking the fetters of sin and intro- 
ducing men and women into the lib- 
erty of the sons of God. 

3. Overwhelmed by his task, Moses 
pleaded inadequacy. He was right. 
No man, of, himself, is sufficient to 
do the work of God, however menial 
the task. But Moses was not alone. 
As God said to him, “Certainly I will 
be with thee,” so our Master says to 
us, “Lo, I am with you always” (Mt. 
28:20). The supreme equipment God 
furnishes His servants is His pres- 
ence, and with that goes every needed 
supply. For Moses there was a mi- 
raculous bestowment which would 
give him authority before Pharaoh, 


’ and a helpmeet in Aaron who should 


fill up his personal shortcomings. If 
we cannot be a Moses in God’s plan, 


maybe He is calling us to be an }. 


Aaron, standing alongside someone 
else to render that service for which 
we are specially qualified. 


Molding the Man 
The story of Alexander Mackay, 
pioneer missionary to Uganda, il- 
lustrates how God prepares men 





showed great interest in books of 
travel and discovery. Maps were 
his special interest, and one large 
map of Africa which hung in his 
father’s study had unique attrac- 
tions. During schooldays at Aber- 
deen, Scotland, he spent much time 
watching operations in the ship- 
building yards, and eventually took 
up the profession of engineering. 
The death of Livingstone in the 
heart of Africa came as God’s call 
to Mackay ; and it is as a mission- 
ary roadmaker that he is still re- 
membered. Using his engineering 
knowledge he opened up the Dark 
Continent, “making tracks wide 
enough to allow the largest bul- 
lock-wagons to pass each other at 


for their life tasks. As a boy, he 
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NOVEMBER 11, 1951 
The People Delivered 


LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 12:30- 
31; 14:15-22, 31 

Golden Text: “The Lord is my strength 

and song, and He is become my salva- 

tion” (Exodus 15:2). 

The exodus of the children of 
Israel from Egypt is one of the 
greatest historical landmarks of all 
time. It has given its name to the 
second book of the Old Testament. 
It has provided the Jewish people 
with a feast — the Passover — which 
they celebrate to this day. It has 
furnished Christians with a vivid 
type of their redemption from sin, 
contemplating which the apostle Paul 
exclaimed: “Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). 

Is it surprising that the American 
Negro has found a wealth of comfort 
in the facts of the exodus? In the 
days of slavery he encouraged him- 
self with the thought of Israel’s suf- 
fering and of God’s great deliverance 
of His people. He related these things 
to himself, and presumed upon God’s 
concern for him in his unhappiness, 
anticipating the day when his fetters 
would be broken and he would be a 
free man. That is the spirit in which 
we, too, shall get the most from this 
lesson. It speaks to us of the end of 
Satan’s bondage, of victory over sin, 
of the power of God against all ad- 
versaries, of the completeness of the 
salvation which God provides. 


Lesson Material 


The background material which 
teachers will find it necessary to 
study extends from chapters five to 
fifteen. The story of Moses is re- 
sumed where we left it a week ago. 
Acting under the instruction of God, 
we find him and his brother Aaron 
demanding the release of the He- 
brews from their slavery. By way 
of response, however, Pharaoh only 
added to their task. Straw for the 
making of bricks was denied the 
Israelites. It has been suggested that 
the straw was not for the content of 
the bricks but for their easy handling ; 
without the straw the wet clay stuck 
to the hands of the operators making 
their task slow and difficult. 

In chapter 6 the promise of deliv- 
erance was renewed to Moses and he 
was recommissioned to appear before 
Pharaoh. In chapter 7 the first of 
the plagues is recorded — the river 
turned into blood. The court magi- 
cians were able to duplicate this 
phenomenon, with the result that 
“Pharaoh’s heart was hardened” (v. 
22). The variations of this phrase 


are significant: in 8:32, “Pharaoh 
hardened his heart,” and in 9:12, 
“The Lord hardened the -heart of 
Pharaoh.” This. obdurate, God-defy- 
ing man steeled himself against sub- 
mission to the will of Jehovah. He 
was responsible in his own heart for 
his attitude. But in facé of his con- 
tinued stubbornness, God did not 
remain passive. He confirmed the 
king in his self-condemnation and 
self-doom. When a man persists in 
a life of rebellion God must at last 
say, “So be it.” 

Plague followed plague, covering a 
period of some ten months. Eder- 
sheim points out that the first two 
plagues were concerned with the Nile, 
and the third with the soil of Egypt, 
both of these being objects of wor- 
ship. These afflictions fell upon the 
land as a whole; but from the fourth 
plague God “put a division” between 
the Egyptians and Hebrews (8:23). 
In this He demonstrated His power 
to protect His people while at the 
same time He punished their enemies. 


The Passover Night 


These repeated calamities appar- 
ently struck terror into the hearts of 
the Egyptians, so that we find 
Pharaoh’s courtiers counseling the 
release of the Hebrews (10:7). When 
Moses and Aaron refused to accept 
Pharaoh’s terms, however, he re- 
turned to his old obstinacy, and drove 
them from his presence. So the 
dreadful. drama moved on to God’s 
last plea and final judgment — the 
slaughter of the firstborn. 

Chapter 12 records the instructions 
given to Israel for the Passover night. 
For every family there must be an 
unblemished lamb. After it was 
killed, its blood was to be sprinkled 
on the doorpost of the home. Then 
the lamb must be roasted, and its 
flesh consumed, the partaking family 
being already dressed for a journey. 
Every particular laid down by God 
had its relation to the greater deliv- 
erance of Calvary, where the spotless 
Lamb was sacrificed, His shed blood 
constituting a full atonement for sin. 

That night the sin of Pharaoh was 
visited with dire judgment. Only in 
the homes of the Hebrews, which 
were under the protection of the 
blood, was there immunity from 
death. In every other household there 
was wailing, for the firstborn both of 
man and beast was slain. The royal 
palace did not escape this awful judg- 
ment, which gains greater significance 
when it is realized that deity was 
claimed for Pharaoh, who was spoken 
of as “the great god.” Had not Je- 
hovah declared: “Against all the gods 
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of Egypt I will execute judgment” 
(12:12) ? He had challenged the river- 
god with the first plague, and in the 
last he laid His hand upon the “Son 
of Ra” himself. 

So God freed His people from 
their oppressors who “were urgent 
upon the people that they might send 
them out of the land in haste” (12: 
33). Anxious to expedite their de- 
parture, the Egyptians loaded the 
erstwhile slaves with gifts, so that in 
leaving “they spoiled the Egyptians” 
(12:36). Chapter 14 records the last 
effort of a dupe of Satan to frustrate 
Jehovah’s plan. Pharaoh summoned 
his chariots and horsemen and went 
after the Israelites ; we know to what 
cost. At the Red Sea God wrought 
His final judgment upon this wicked 
man, when “He brought again the 
waters of the sea upon them.” 


Lesson Plan 


1. Punishment for Pharoah 
a. The folly of resisting 
b. God against gods 
2. Help for the Hebrews 
a. Their passive part 
b. God's mighty hand 
3. Salvation in Symbol 
a. The God who delivers 
b. The covering blood 
c. The completeness of Christ's work 
1. The tragic story of Pharaoh is 
full of the warning both to indi- 
viduals and nations. Miserable indeed 
is that man who sets.up his will 
against the will of God. Outstanding 
historic personages may do it by pro- 
grams of aggression which cry de- 
fiance to the God of the oppressed. 
Small, unimportant people like you 
and me may do it within the kingdoms 
of our own hearts. Whenever we 
refuse the throne to God, we resist 
His purposes and expose ourselves 
to the catastrophes of judgment. 


Behind Pharaoh, however, were 
satanic forces which God challenged 
to open combat. The strategy of the 
Devil was to prevent the development 
of God’s program in history since 
interwoven with that program was 
the divine plan of redemption. The 
national hopes of the Hebrews were 
linked with the coming of the Christ. 
The victory of Jehovah over the gods 
of the Egyptians was a guarantee of 
the Gospel. 

2. What part did the Hebrews 
themselves play in this drama of 
liberation? No active part at all, but 
only to wait for the command to 
march. They were helpless to effect 
their own deliverance. Centuries of 
serfdom had robbed them of initia- 
tive and denied them the means of 
self-defense. Only God could save 
them; and by repeated demonstra- 
tions of His power He prepared the 
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way for that final victory over their 
foes which broke their chains and 
set them free. ; 

Is it true today that men are pow- 
erless to help themselves? Are we 
not increasingly witnessing the failure 
of human policies, the frailty of 
human leadership, the bankruptcy of 
human ideas? Not one nation, but 
the whole world is threatened by an 
awful tyranny, against which there 
seems to be no adequate defense. 
Can it be that God is impressing upon 
us our absolute dependence upon 
Himself? And if so, have we not 
examples enough in history to trust 
in Him for our safety and look to 
Him for our deliverance? 

3. Israel’s escape from Egypt, 
under cover of the Passover blood, 
speaks in clear tones of God’s in- 
variable way of salvation. First, He 
must be its Author. Second, there is 
no remission without the shedding of 


tive, sufficient Saviour, and His name 
is Jesus. 
Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove, 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful 
voice 
And sing His bleeding love. 
THE EnD 
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New Hooks 


Chats From a Minister’s Library by Wilbur 
M. Smith; Boston; W. A. Wilde Co., 
277 p., Indexes, $2.50. 

This is a book which annoyed me, be- 
cause I happened to pick it up at a moment 
when I was busy, and having glanced at it, 
didn’t put it down for more than two hours, 
and so got behind in my work. It is a 
fascinating book and one that will give a 
minister many a good sermon thought and 
illustration, and which will stimulate the 
thinking of a lay reader. Dr. Smith is a 
very wide reader, and this volume shows 
how he has ransacked the corners’ of our 
libraries in order to bring interesting and 
informative material to our attention. The 
book is a very good reducer of pride, since 
it shows us how little we know and reveals 
how much there is to know. 

In the preface we are told that these 
“Chats” are ten chapters out of a series of 
one hundred which were delivered as radio 
broadcasts. We hereby summon Dr. Smith 
to produce at least one other volume from 
the ninety remaining manuscripts. 


D.G.B. 


A Harmony and Commentary on the Life 
of St. Paul. Frank J. Goodwin. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids. 240 p. 
$2.50. 

In his epistles St. Paul makes many 
allusions to events and experiences which 
parallel or supplement the account in the 
book of Acts. This very useful handbook 
endeavors to blend these various accounts 
in a complete and continuous story of 
the apostle’s life. The Biblical material is 
arranged in chronological order; material 
dealing with the same event is placed in 
parallel columns. Special attention has been 
given to Paul's companions and to the 
chronology of the apostle’s life. 

In addition to the blending of the Bibli- 
cal accounts, there are copious notes 
throughout the volume. These notes are 
largely composed of quotations from the 
best of conservative scholars. Unfortu- 
nately, the exact source of the quotations is 
not always given. 

This work is careful and reverent, and 
although the reader may not agree with 
some of the details in chronology, the 
author has good reason for each choice he 
has made. Besides doing the service of 
integrating all the passages relevant to the 
life of Paul, Dr. Goodwin has set before 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 


be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





us the intense activity and vast extent of 
the labors of Paul. We are amazed at the 
amount of work accomplished by the Lord 
through this man whose immense shadow 
still projects everywhere. 

R.N.O. 


The Face of Our Lord. Paul Stromberg 
Rees. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids. 1951. 
119 p. $1.50. 


“Scarce though the evidence may be. with 
respect to the physical face of our Lord, 
something deep and insistent within us gives 
assurance that it was a very strong and 
wonderful face. But what is more impor- 
tant — is the sum of those spiritual quali- 
ties of which His countenance was at once 
the symbol and vehicle.” With this Fore- 
word Dr. Paul Rees, well-known pastor and 
evangelist, introduces six messages on the 
attitudes reflected by Jesus as He set His 
face to go to Jerusalem. 

These sermons are clear, forceful, vivid; 
therefore, they are easy to read. With sure 
touch Dr. Rees reaches into history, poetry, 
art, and Scripture to bring forth apt illus- 
trations. This abundant use of fresh illus- 
trations is refreshing. Perhaps there are too 


many quotations from ‘other authors; it 
would be more satisfying'to have more of 
Dr. Rees and less of the men from whom 
he has drawn so well. 


R.N.O. 


Commentary on the Gospel of Luke. Norval 
Geldenhuys.* Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 1951. 685 p. $6.00. 

Here is the first unit of a projected 
seventeen-volume New International Com- 
mentary on the New Testament. The pur- 
pose of the new commentary is to provide 
an exposition of Scripture that is completely 
abreast of modern scholarship and at the 
same time loyal to the Scriptures as the in- 
fallible Word of God. This volume on the 
Gospel of Luke sets a high standard for 
the volumes that. will follow, and if all of 
the volumes can maintain the same high 
level of learning and devotion, they will 
have a ready acceptance by all who are 
eager to understand and to present the 
message of the Bible in our day. 

Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse of Philadelphia is 
the able General Editor of the series. Norval 
Geldenhuys, a minister of the Dutch .Re- 
formed Church of South Africa, and at 
present the Director of Publications for that 
body, is the author of the Commentary on 
the Gospel of Luke.» Mr. Geldenhuys shows 
throughout his work that he is a scholar, 
thoroughly acquainted with the field of New 
Testament criticism. At the same,time, his 
“down-to-earth” application of the Gospel 
to its readers reveals Mr. Geldenhuys as 
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having the heart of a pastor and preacher. 
The happy combination of these qualities, 
so often lacking in most commentaries, 
makes this work particularly valuable. 
The first fifty pages of this volume are 
devoted to matters of authorship, sources 
drawn upon by Luke, time and place of 
writing, the historical trustworthiness of 
Luke, the aim of this Gospel, its special 
characteristics, and an excellent bibliography. 
“The exposition itself follows a clear pat- 
tern throughout the book. First, there is 
the English text of the passage under study 
in the Revised Version of 1881; then, a 
brief paragraph giving the setting of the 
passage and its relationship to that which 
has gone before; then, a comment on each 
verse of the passage in a clear and inter- 
esting manner. This is followed by a brief 
personal and practical application of the 
passage in question. Finally, there are 
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critical notes on every important word and 
phrase. Of particular value are the special 
notes here and there throughout the volume, 


dealing with such ‘matters as the super-. 


natural elements in the nativity story, the 
virgin birth, demon-possession, fasting, the 
resurrection of Jesus, etc. At the end of the 
book there is an excursus on “The Day 
and Date of the Crucifixion.” An index of 
the chief subjects discussed and an index of 
the Scripture references throughout the 
commentary greatly enhance the practical 
value of this work. 

The writer of this commentary maintains 
with dignity and honor the conservative 
position with regard to the Scriptures and 
their teachings. With reference to pro- 
phetic truths, the author follows the course 
of the amillennialist interpretation. This re- 
viewer would, therefore, call special atten- 
tion to the fact that this commentary is to 
be read in its prophetic sections with this 
in mind. 


H.W.O. 


THE PARADOX OF POWER 
' (Continued from Page 22) 

The meaning of that act is found in 
the reactions to it. To the religious 
Jew, it seemed a scandal and cursed 
with the shame of that felon’s tree. 
To the ethical and moral Greek and 
his wisdom, it seemed foolish and the 
mutilation of all beauty and goodness. 
To the governing Roman with his 
strength and sense of power, it seemed 
defeat and tragedy, even the antithesis 
of power. But to the Christian, it is 
“Christ crucified . . . the power of 
God.” 

The answer to the world’s crying 
needs are found here. How to find re- 
ligion vitalized and aflame with the 
passion of righteousness? By the power 
of this death. 

David Brainerd who served the 
Indians of New England in another 
generation tells us in his Journal: “I 
never get away from Jesus and Him 
crucified, and I found that when my 
people were gripped by this, I had no 
need to give them instruction about 
morality. I found that one followed 
as the sure and inevitable fruit of the 
other.” 

If we would come to the cross and 
find there the supreme offering and 
sacrifice for sin, we should begin to 
experience the truth of this paradox of 
power. Christ crucified is the power 
of God. This was not defeat, but 
triumph. In the death of Jesus, God 
broke the power of sin and brings re- 
lease to those who are in chains. Have 
you received this power of God into 
your life? Why not accept God’s 
wondrous gift now? THE Enp 
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A WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 8) 


If this last sentence is analyzed, it 
will be seen that there are not to be 
varying models of men, but that they 
are to be streamlined, production 
fashion, and there will be no diver- 
gences of opinion. In other words, 
the finality of God’s revelation in 
Christ will be eliminated. 


CONQUEROR OF THE CONGO 


An excellent article on missions in 
Africa was published in the Saturday 
Evening Post of June 23, 1951. It 
will repay you to’ go to your library 
and get the copy and read “The Con- 
queror of the Congo” by Wolfgang 
Langewiesche. When Mr. Jaeger and 
I were in Africa in 1946 we visited 
this work of William A. Dean’s. 


The Deans in Africa are mission- 
aries under the Plymouth Brethren 
and the story of their work is a 
fascinating one. There is not the 
slightest exaggeration in Mr. Lange- 
wiesche’s article. Under Mr. Dean’s 
direction, the church in that part of 
the Congo has grown to many thou- 
sands of members together with Bible 
and industrial training schools, hos- 
pitals, leprosaria and all of the other 
by-products of Christianity. 


NEGRO VOTE 2 

One of the most important factors 

in the Negro question in the Southern 

states is the increasing Roman Catho- 

lic propaganda among these people. 

Just outside of Montgomery, Ala- 

bama, the Roman church has spent 

several million dollars in building 

the city of St. Jude, which is a vast 

training school for priests and nuns. 

All this is more significant in view 
of a New York Times article con- 
cerning the recent elections’in Mis- 
sissippi. Because that state now has 
an estimated 20,000 Negroes regis- 
tered as qualified voters and because 
the leaders there are confident that 
15,000 to 18,000 of these who voted 
at the polls, it is now certain that in 
a close race for Governor that number 
of ballots could easily decide who 
would be the second man in the first 
primary, and might be effective in 
determining the winner in the run- 
off. “Before the election, a prominent 
Negro leader said “There are not 
enough Negro votes in the state at 
this time for the eight candidates for 
governor to be openly bidding for 
our support. Also because of this 
small number it would be fatal to a 
candidate, no matter how well we 
thought of him, to foster his candi- 
dacy at this time, and we will wait 
until the last minute to urge our 
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choice. The thing that is important 
to the Negro at this stage is the ap- 
parently healthy influence his vote 
has had in connection with the pres- 
ent campaign. Thus far there has 
been a total absence of the “Negro 
issue” in the race for governor. 

It can easily be that the day will 
come when this balance of power 
vote will put a Roman Catholic or 
someone in favor of the Roman 
church into office even in a place like 
the governorship of Mississippi. 
CONVERTS 

The Missouri Synod of the Lu- 
theran Church reports that 697 of its 
members joined the Roman Catholic 
Church during the year 1950, while 
3,061 Roman Catholics were baptized 
into the Missouri Synod Lutheran 
Church. 

EXPENSE OF A MASS 

The Vatican has announced the 
creation of a “foundation” to defray 
the expenses of a “perpetual daily 
mass for peace, to be known as the 
Mass of the Nations, and to be dedi- 
cated in particular to the memory of 
Blessed Pope Pius X.” 

What a racket this is when it is 
realized that there is no expense to a 
mass. A priest stands up and goes 
through his service. The only pos- 
sible expense is the wax for a few 
candles. 

THE VATICAN AND THE KREMLIN 

Paul Blanshard became well-known 
a few years ago with his volume on 
“American Freedom and Catholic 
Power,” a brilliant exposé of Roman 
Catholic efforts to dominate the 
United States. Catholics attempted to 
boycott stores that sold the book and 
have used every means in their power 
to fight against it. A second volume 
has now been issued — “Communism, 
Democracy, and Catholic Power.” 
The Atlantic Monthly ( August, 1951) 
carries an article by Samuel John- 
son, newly appointed Dean of the 
Church Divinity School, Berkeley, 







BOX SCRIPTURE TEXT 


Z ARIS TMAS CARDS 





pas eens oe oe tant aan 
aed $4 pinta 24 printed 24 plain, 
printed ined a ervelones af $10 You will receive 
Ay a) yt. 9 Gall ee By 
‘e4-page 


A320 value for only $1.00 prepa Also, our 
Christmas gift catalog. 





GOOD USED BUSES 


Many churches, church organizations 
and institutions have need for good 27 
passenger buses— powered by Ford. 
Cheap transportation for any occasion. 
Easily converted into mobile living quar- 











ters. 
CAB CORPORATION 
316 West 68th St. New York 23, N. Y. 
34 


California, late of the Episcopal 
Theological School of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, under the title “Paul 
Blanshard and the Church.” “Mr. 
Blanshard’s theory,” to quote John- 
son, “is that the Vatican and Krem- 
lin systems are, despite their manifest 
differences, fundamentally similar.” 

By and large, Mr. Johnson seems 
to feel that Blanshard’s fears in re- 
gard to Rome’s efforts to dominate 
American democratic methods and 
control American thought, are well 
founded, though he makes a valiant 
effort to behave in a brotherly way 
toward his Catholic compatriot. He 
claims there are discrepancies in the 
comparison of Russia and Rome, .and 
excuses Rome’s effort to impose legal 
force and economic sanctions against 
the American press, its theater, its 
schools and its Protestant churches 
by refusing to believe it is anything 
but a sincere effort to win the world 
to Catholicism. 

He accuses Blanshard of seeming 
to behave more like a militant Prot- 
estant than a secular critic interested 
in political freedom, and emphasizes 
the inevitability and the complexity 
of the church-state problem. 

An interesting paragraph in this 
review affirms the sovereignty of God 
and man’s responsibility to Him in 
considering the education of his 
children. 

Of course, he takes up the question 
of state aid for private, especially 
Catholic schools. He believes that 
subsidization of religious schools 
might produce more denominational 
loyalty but not necessarily a pro- 
founder religious life in our young 
people, and concludes that Christi- 
anity and democracy must be strength- 
ened through the church and the 
home, not the school. 

Finally, he chides the Catholics, in 
Blanshardian vein, for legally ham- 
stringing birth control advocates in 
Massachusetts, and then claims God 
as the advocate of man’s freedom of 
spirit. 

Mr. Johnson’s analysis of Blan- 
shard’s book sounds like the honest 
effort of a good American to be fair 
to everyone, to see the good in all, 
except possibly in the Kremlin, and 
yet not to be anyone’s dupe or to 
have the wool pulled over his eyes. 
ETHICS FOR ENGINEERS 

The president of a large wholesale 
company recently told me that the 
one factor most needed in business 
today was character. I had approach- 
ed him to get a position for a man 
who had lost his job in the reorgani- 
zation of two companies into one 
company. My friend told me there 


would be no difficulty whatsoever in 
placing him well because of his 
ability, plus character. 

We thought of this recently when 
there came into our hands a copy of 
the American Engineer. One of the 
leading articles in this magazine con- 
cerned the “Canons of Ethics for 
Engineers.” The writer, Alois W. 
Graf, included the following: “What 
then is the need for the Canon of 
Ethics for engineers? Plato’s Apol- 
ogy credits Socrates with saying: ‘A 
man who is good for anything ought 
not to calculate the chance of living 
or dying; he ought only to consider 
whether in doing anything he is doing 
right or wrong.’ ‘T tell you that virtue 
is not given by money but that from 
virtue comes money and every other 
good of man, public as well as pri- 
vate.’ In the Crito he said, ‘We must 
do no wrong . . . we ought not to 
retaliate or render evil for evil to 
anyone, whatever evil we may have 
suffered from him.’ Here is a doc- 
trine which was reiterated in the New 
Testament. 

“Plato in the Republic Book. II, 
refers to Gyges, ancestor of Creosus, 
the Lydian, and sets forth the con- 
clusion: ‘Wherever anyone thinks he 
can safely be unjust, there he is 
unjust.’ Some of the criticisms of 
the Canons of Ethics for engineers 
are that, unlike the Ten Command- 
ments, they are too long. They con- 
tain provisions which are conducive 
to log rolling. The Canons are merely 
an indication that the engineer is 
worrying about his professional 
status. The Canons are difficult to 
carry in the head. They are lacking 
in dynamic quality to induce com- 
pliance. They tend to restrict com- 


petition. They are written primarily , 


for consulting engineers. 

“With respect to their length we 
might look at the Ten Command- 
ments. The Old Testament devotes 
substantially two books, Exodus and 
Deuteronomy, to the detailed inter- 
pretation of the Ten Commandments. 
Apparently they must have had an 
ample supply of lawyers during that 
period. It seems at least worthy of 
consideration to find that lawyers 
were not praised, honored, or par- 
ticularly respected wherever referred 
to in the New Testament. Even to- 
day, the public still criticizes them 
occasionally since obviously in spite 
of their Canons the legal profession 
still is plagued with an occasional 
shyster.” 

There are undoubtedly shysters in 
every profession, including the minis- 
try, medicine, law, engineering, but 
we who are Christians must compre- 
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hend always that true righteousness 
in conduct proceeds from the in- 
dwelling life of Christ and not from 
any outward canon of ethics, not even 
the Ten Commandments or the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. Righteousness 
that is true comes from God through 
Christ. The unregenerate man who 
does not have that life of Christ will 
always end where Plato ended “wher- 
ever anyone thinks he can safely be 
unjust, there he is unjust.” I have 
often pointed out that when anyone 
says “Honesty is the best policy,” he 
is dishonest. Unless one is honest 
when it is the worst policy, one is not 
honest. 

RUSSIAN BAPTISTS ELIMINATED 

A Washington dispatch in the New 
York Times says that Russia has 
eliminated 1,300,000 members of 
seven minority groups in the last few 
years. These people have been ban- 
ished or liquidated, the evidence 
shows. The groups were reported as 
the Volga Germans, Crimean Tartars, 
Chechens, the Ingush, Klmyks, Kara- 
chais, and the Balkarians. None is 
mentioned in current Soviet docu- 
ments as existing, and their names no 
longer appear on post-war Soviet 
ethnic maps. 

To these groups given in the Times 
we may add more than 100,000 Bap- 
tists who have been liquidated since 
the Soviet rise to power, so that the 
church is practically non-existent to- 
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51,000,000 LUTHERANS 

The National Lutheran Council 
reports that the world-wide member- 
ship of the Lutheran churches is now 
51,000,000, in one hundred church 
and mission groups in thirty-three 
countries. The figures were compiled 
by the Lutheran World Federation at 
its headquarters in Geneva, Switz- 
erland. ‘he Federation statisticians 
declare that this figure is a minimum 
one since almost no members behind 
the Iron Curtain have been counted 
and there may be several million of 
these. 


CHINESE DOOR CLOSES 


From the editorial page of the 
New York Times we take the follow: 
ing, under the title “A Chinese Door 
Closes.” “The final blow has fallen 
upon American missionary activity in 
China. All American church missions 
have been ordered to ‘suspend their 
activities immediately.’ Some Ameri- 
cans will be sent home, some may be 
sent to Communist jails. A door is 
closing. 


“This is not an unexpected devel- 
opment. Missionary activity has been 
under increasing pressure from the 
time of the Communist triumph. 
There have been seizures and clos- 
ures, arrests and confiscations before 
this. The trend was obvious. The 
final chapter is now being written, 
and it is official. 


“The reason for such a course is 
obvious. Communism can _ tolerate 


._no God but its own. Communism 


cannot allow the teaching of gentle- 
ness, mercy, goodness, and brotherly 
love. More than that, Chinese Com- 
munism cannot allow those warm 
links of friendship with the free 
world that came out of the American 
missions in China. Some of the 
missionaries may sometimes have said 
or done things that were wrong. 
They, too, are human. But their 
essential story is one of selfless de- 
votion, of love of China and the 
Chinese, of the search for the things 
that are true and good, and the cleav- 
ing to those things. 


“China, we believe, will be poorer 
without the missionaries from this 
country. We, in turn, will be the 
poorer for this loss ofa close and 
warm tie to the people of China. The 
Communists are robbing both the 
Chinese and ourselves of the joy and 
profit of mutual help and friend- 
ship.” 

We who are Christians must also 
remember that there is a great prob- 
lem of replacing the two or three 


thousand missionaries who have been 
working in China and the diversion 
of large sums of money to the mission 
societies in their great task of trans- 
porting all these missionaries from 
China at once. 


NO MORAL STANDARDS 


The United States Senate investi- 
gators have brought to light the fact 
that priests of the Greek Orthodox 
Church are willing to bribe in order 
to get advantage for themselves. 

Two Greek Catholic priests were 
naive victims of a swindler who sold 
them 99-year leases on government 
buildings of which they were to take 
possession after the government aban- 
doned the buildings in order to go 
underground for fear of atomic at- 
tack. The idea was that they would 
lease the buildings at good rentals 
and double and triple their money. 
While they are portrayed before the 
Senate Committee as guileless vic- 
tims, nevertheless it should be noted 
that they were gailty of bribing in 
order to accumulate profits, and were 
partakers of evil, evidently without 
any thought of the fact that they were 
subject to the law. It seems to be 
evidence that there are low moral 
standards in the priesthood when it 
comes to personal profit. 
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LIBERTY VS. CATHOLICISM 


A Roman Catholic priest, the Rev. 
Norbert Herman, speaking in a ser- 
mon in Saint Ann’s Monastery in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, recently said, 
“The whole substance of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, dealing with 
basic rights, the equality of men and 
just government, is derived from 
Catholic doctrine and thought.” He 
further stated that centuries before 
this American charter of liberty was 
penned, Catholic philosophers and 
teachers had enunciated similar prin- 
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“Almost five centuries before 
he con- 
tinued, “St. Thomas Aquinas had 
written: ‘Nature made all men equal 
in liberty, although not in their 
natural perfection,’ and on this same 
thought, the Jesuit Cardinal Robert 
Bellarmine, in the century preceding 
the American Revolution wrote: ‘All 
men are equal, not in vision and grace, 
but in the essence and nature of man- 
kind.’ ” 

As a matter of fact, it has been 
demonstrated a thousand times over 
that the Roman Catholic Church has 
fought the idea of freedom, equality, 
and democracy in every nation wher- 
ever she has gained the power. 
Bready’s book, This Freedom — 
Whence? has demonstrated that the 
American system of liberties came 
from the Protestant Reformation and 
the historical fact is that a Presby- 
terian minister, Witherspoon, was 
one of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence and that the ideas 
set forth therein were totally alien to 
the Roman Catholic system. 

The quotation of Herman’s ser- 
mon continues that “the Church never 
did espouse the doctrine of the divine 
right of kings, because she believed 
so strongly in the human rights of 
the people.” I am willing to brand 
that statement as a barefaced his- 
torical lie and that there is not any 
evidence in any history of any nation 
in the world that would justify it. 
If the Roman Catholic Church ever 
denied the divine right of kings, it 
was solely that she believed in the 
divine right of Peter and his sup- 
posed successors to rule and that the 
Church had sovereign authority over 
all secular government. 

OUR WEAPONS 

A total failure to understand spir- 
itual methods was exhibited before 
the interdenominational mass meeting 
in Cincinnati at the time of the meet- 
ing of the Northern Presbyterian 
General Assembly. The speaker was 
the Right Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, 
President of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., 
and presiding Bishop of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. Bishop Sher- 
rill declared that the “forces of evil” 
that are rampant today are “powerful 
beyond description.” “They must be 
faced on a world stage,” he said. This 
is the exact opposite of the. declara- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. “The wea- 
pons of our warfare are not carnal 
but spiritual and mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds.” 

Those who know the Bible will 
keep on witnessing to individuals to 
save as many as possible before the 
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wreck that is surely coming upon both 
the world and church organizations. 
The organism, the real born-again be- 
lievers will always go through tri- 
umphantly. 

BACCALAUREATE SERMONS 

The Education Commissioner of 
New York State has decreed that 
there may be no more baccalaureate 
sermons in any school buildings in 
the state of New York. This decision 
was made after an appeal by a Roman 
Catholic cleric charging that such 
meetings were a violation of the law. 

A member of my New York Bible 
class was moved to protest to his 
state assemblyman. He raised ‘the 
following questions, which are very 
pertinent. 

1. When the majority of a town’s 
citizens wish to conduct a certain type 
of service, what is unconstitutional ? 

2. When the minority group is not 
compelled to attend, how does that 
become unconstitutional ? 

3. Can one official, an administra- 
tive junior official at that, who is sup- 
posed to be serving the best interests 
of the people — can one such person, 
decide constitutionality ? 

4. Was the intent of the constitu- 
tion framers to prevent the state from 
going into the field of religion; or to 
hinder private citizens from exercis- 
ing their privileges? 

5. Can one member of an authori- 
tarian sect decide what is constitu- 
tional? 

6. If so, then why can’t, let us say, 
a Protestant minister decide that the 
theory of evolution is a religious 
tenet, and thereby forbid its teaching 
in the school system? 

7. Finally, in view of the fact that 
the present low state of spiritual 
values is decried by the Kefauver 
Crime Committee and other leaders, 
is a decision such as the above for the 
public interest, or is it against? 

Have not many of our leaders, in- 
cluding the President, said that one 
of the main bastions of democracy 
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against the rising tide of materialism 
and communism is spiritual growth? 

These are very good questions, but 
the growing power of Rome is such 
that unless our people are awakened 
to the menace, we will lose our case 
by default. 


CATHOLICISM FOR NEGROES 

I have received a letter from a mis- 
sionary in Africa stating that a pro- 
Protestant government official in the 
Belgian Congo has told him of the 
decisions of Roman Catholic orders to 
send European priests to the United 
States by the hundreds. I know that . 
the Assumptionist’s Order has al- 
ready sent scores of priests into New 
York, and that the Vicar-General of 
the Order has moved his headquar- 
ters to New York. This Congo official 
states that the Belgian Order of 
Scheut alone, expects to have, by the 
end of this year, thousands of experi- 
enced priests in New York, Michigan, 
Illinois, and the Middle West, to work 
among the neglected Negroes. 

The official further states, ‘“That is 
a menace and I wonder why the Prot- 
estant churches do not do anything 
about it.” I believe that work among 
the Negroes is one of the most impor- 
tant that can be carried on in the 
United States today. 


ON BOTH SIDES 

A series of articles in the New 
York Times by special correspondent 
C. L. Sulzberger presents a most 
damning picture of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in Spain. The photo- 
graphs of two Cardinals were printed 
with the statement that one of them 
was an enemy and the other, a sup- 
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porter of Franco’s regime. Here is 
a perfect picture of Rome’s tactics at 
all times. It is impossible to mention 
an important question to which the 
Roman Catholic Church does not have 
a leader on both sides. Then which- 
ever way the movement goes they can 
claim leadership in it. During the 
first World War, the Pope was polled 
German while Cardinal Mercier was 
the great spokesman of the Allies. 
When Germany was defeated, the 
Pope conveniently died and Mercier 
became the hero of the Roman church. 


In the United States, when the de- 
pression came and men were selling 
apples on the streets and thousands 
were out of work, the infamous 
Father Coughlin was on a national 
radio chain, bleating for the common 
man and socialism. The principal 
Cardinal in America at that time, who 
was the Cardinal at Boston, occupy- 
ing the position that Spellman occu- 
pies today, spoke out strongly in 
reactionary statements and against 
Coughlin. As soon as the crisis was 
past, Coughlin was shut up and no 
one ever hears from him any more. 
Rome has her leaders in the labor 
union movement and her leaders on 
the reactionary side. She can always 
stifle the loser and exalt the winner. 
Evidently she is preparing the same 
thing in Spain. 

Sulzberger’s article states that the 
Catholic institutions in Spain are 
more important in their political and 
cultural impact than the Falange 
Party, which is the political party of 
Franco. Sulzberger says, “Of the 
elements upholding Generalissimo 
Franco, by all means the most im- 
portant in terms of political and cul- 
tural impact is the Roman Catholic 
Church in Spain. At this point it 
must be interpolated that Roman 
Catholicism in Spain is a far differ- 
ent and more reactionary force than 
in other nations. The church in 
Spain, in the words of one devout 
but anti-clerical Catholic with whom 
I talked, ‘bears, in religious terms, 
the same relationship to the Vatican 
as Titoism does to the Kremlin, in 
Communistic terms.’ ” 


Sulzberger did not say it but what 
his article adds up to is that where 
the Roman Catholics are in complete 
control they are devilishly dictatorial ; 
where they are a minority they are 
expansively liberal. Spain, Portugal, 
Argentine, Colombia, these are the 
measuring sticks of what Roman 
Catholicism is. Let Rome dominate 
in the United States and we weuld 
be brought to the choked pesition of 
Franeo Spain. 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST 
(Continued from Page 18) 
to Peter. Peter broke the dead silence 
of the humiliating scene. His first 
impulse was good. Said he: “Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet?” Very will- 
ingly now would Peter have taken the 
basin and towel, and washed his Mas- 
ter’s feet. This was to Peter’s credit. 
But Jesus tenderly assured him say- 
ing: “What I do thou knowest not 
now ; but thou shalt know hereafter.” 

“Hereafter” refers to after the 
cross, after the resurrection, after the 
ascension of our Lord, and the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit to teach us all 
things. This word should have satis- 
fied Peter. But he made a second and 
hasty speech: “In no wise shalt Thou 
wash my feet forever” (Greek text). 
Jesus answered him with a swift re- 
buke: “If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with Me.” 

This was a solemn warning, not 
only for Peter, but also for all who 
refuse, or have never apprehended 
their need of the Lord’s gracious pro- 
vision for them. It is a question not 
so much of life, as of fellowship, of a 
part with Christ, rather than in Him. 
That this word “part” has reference 
to fellowship is clear from our Lord’s 
words concerning Martha’s sister: 
“Mary hath chosen that good part, 
and it shall not be taken away from 
- her” (Luke 10:42). And again Paul’s 
admonition to the Corinthians: “What 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel?” (2 Corinthians 6:15). 

Alarmed by the Lord’s warning, 
Peter instantly goes to the opposite 
extreme: “Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head.” 
Now, Peter cannot have too much. 
He seeks to be bathed all over. Jesus 
throws a new light upon His action 
in His reply: “He that is bathed, 
needeth not save to wash his feet, but 
is clean every whit: and ye are clean 
but not all.” 

There is a double washing for the 
believer: the one of his entire person, 
the other of his feet. The former is 
once for all; the latter needs repeat- 
ing daily. The first takes place at new 
birth. Of this we read: “Know ye 
not, that the unrighteous shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived, neither fornicators . . . nor 
thieves, nor covetous . . . And such 
were some of you: but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God” 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11). This wash- 
ing needs no repeating. “For by one 
offering, he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified” (Hebrews 
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10:14). The new birth holds and is 
never renewed, because it abides true 
and good. The efficacy of the first 
act of faith in Christ abides and is 
not invalidated by after infirmities. 

But the failure of him who is born 
again comes under Christ’s love and 
advocacy. This is the daily washing, 
concerning which we read: “Christ 
loved the Church, and gave Himself 
for it; that He might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the Word” (Ephesians 5:25, 26). 
This same distinction between the 
bathing and the daily washing was 
plainly indicated in the Old Testa- 
ment. When Aaron and his sons 
were consecrated they were bathed 
all over (Exodus 29:4; Leviticus 
8:6), but at the “laver” it was only 
their hands and feet which were daily 
cleansed (Exodus 30:18-21). 

Without this daily cleansing the 
child of God can have no fellowship 
with Christ. : 

That Christ had something more 
in view than the bodily cleansing and 
comfort of His disciples is also clear 
from the remark He made that they 
were not all clean. All had enjoyed 
the foot-washing, but all were not 
clean. Said He: “Ye are clean, but 
not all.” He referred to Judas. He 
was not a believer in Christ. Jesus 
discriminated between Peter and 
Judas. Peter was a believer, but 
Judas had no root of grace in him. 

Our Lord did not mistake habitual 
impurity for present defilement in 
Judas. The rest of the Apostles were 
for the present in a passing mood 
which disturbed their friendship with 
Christ. The were defiled and needed 
cleansing. Jesus could very well have 
eaten with men unwashed, but He 
could not eat with men hating one 
another, full of malice and the spirit 
of bitterness. He knew that at the 
bottom their hearts were right with 
Him, and that with one exception, 
they loved Him. The water He used 
on their feet was symbolic of His 
Word. The whole act of foot-wash- 
ing was symbolic of our Lord’s pres- 
ent work on behalf of His own. 
During His last words to His own, 
Jesus said: “Now ye are clean through 
the Word which I have spoken unto 
you” (John 15:3). 

This is moral cleansing. The prac- 
tical purification of the heart and 
ways that defile and hinder our com- 
munion with God is by water, that is 
by the Word, applied to us in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

It is most important to note that we 
cannot wash our own feet. We are 
totally incompetent for this work, as 
we are for the saving of our souls. 


Only He who saves us can cleanse 
us. Our Lord said: “If J wash thee 
not, thou hast no part with Me.” Nor 
has the Word, apart from the living 
presence of Christ, any efficacy. As 
we come to the Word we must ex- 
amine our motives, our ways,-and our 
walk in the light of His holy pres- 
ence. In other words, “our feet must 
be in His hands,” if He is to wash 
them. We need to get-alone each day, 
opening our hearts to ‘the light of 
God’s Word. This is an imperative 


requirement, while we journey © 


through this defiling world, if we are 
to have fellowship with Christ. He 


‘waits to do this service for us. He 


has given us His Word for this pur- 
pose. To neglect His Word is to de- 
cline His service in washing our feet, 
and to do this is to say with Peter: 
“Thou shalt never wash my feet.” 


Our Lord was not content to let 
His action speak for itself. He ex- 
pressly explains the meaning of what 
He had done. Said He: “Ye ought to 
wash one another’s feet.” 

Foot-washing is not a worldly in- 
stitution. It is a work of faith and 
labor of love. If grace is needed to 
bear the washing, a far larger meas- 
ure must be in action to wash the feet. 
If we would emulate our Lord in this 
way, we must be in spirit as He was 
when He washed His disciples’ feet. 


We must live in full consciousness 
of our high calling in Christ Jesus, 
walking worthily of the vocation 
wherewith we were called, even as 
our Lord was fully conscious of His 
dignity when He performed this great 
act of humility. On this occasion 
Jesus washed even the traitor’s feet ; 
even so we must show no partiality 
to any one. We must be wholly gov- 
erned by love. Jesus was girded with 
a linen towel, the symbol of a slave. 
Likewise, if we would do this deli- 
cate work, we must be clothed with 
humility. “If a man be overtaken in 
a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness ; 
considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted” (Galatians 6:1). We have 
to get down to wash our brother’s 
feet. There must be no self-superi- 
ority, if we are to restore one who is 
out of the way. 

We need not go far to find feet 
that are soiled and bruised by the 
hard ways that have been trodden. 
To wipe off some of the soil from 
men’s lives—to make them readier 
to listen to Christ, is a work which 
brings its own and immediate re- 
ward: “For if ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.” 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from Page 20) 
October 17 
AFTER THESE THINGS GOD DID TEMPT 
ABRAHAM (22:1) 

This does not mean, of course, that God 
enticed Abraham toward sin. Words change 
their meaning. Three years ago the word 
“imp” meant a “beloved child,” and there 
is a letter in the British Museum addressed 
by the Bishops of England to “His Majesty, 
King Charles, and his beloved Imp, the 
Prince of Wales.” Somebody called some- 
one an “imp of Satan” and the word stuck 
to that particular meaning and then dropped 
the larger meaning. So it is with the word 
“tempt.” Its whole meaning is “to put to 
the test.” That means that there is the pos- 
sibility of being drawn upward, or of being 
drawn downward. Little by little the last 
half of the meaning captured the whole 
word. God says, “Let no man say when 
he is tempted (downward), I am tempted 
of God, for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth He any man” (Jas. 
ol :13). 

LORD, DON'T PUT US TO THE TEST. 
October 18 
TAKE NOW THY SON (22:2) 

We have never surrendered anything to 
God if we have not yielded that which is 
the nearest and dearest to our hearts. God 
is always trying to reach the center and cita- 
del of our being, and He will never attack 
us directly. He must come at us through 
the things that charm us most, even if they 
are legitimate things, like a son. But if we 
hold anything above God, we have violated 
the very first commandment, and nothing 
can be done for us by God until this has 
been overcome. If we are to die to self, 
we must learn to die to all that we hold 
most dear. It is then that we can learn 
the lesson that it is self that we need to 
surrender and can begin to work on the 
problem of asking the Lord to make us 
willing to be made willing to be crucified. 
With you it may not be a son, but a hus- 
band, a wife, or some other love, licit or 
illicit. It is the surrender that is the im- 
portant thing. 

LORD, REACH THROUGH TO OUR CENTER. 
October 19 
THINE ONLY SON ISAAC (22:2) 

This is one of the Bible’s blessed con- 
tradictions. There are no real contradic- 
tions, but there are several which are plan- 
ned by God to teach us deep truth. After 
spending a chapter on Ishmael, and showing 
how Abraham cried, “O that Ishmael might 
live before Thee” (17:18), God now gives 
Isaac the name of Abraham's only son. In 
the New Testament it says that Abraham 
offered up “his only begotten son” (Heb. 
11:17). Here, then, is an only son who 
had a brother! God is showing. us, of 
course, that this whole action is a pageant, 
a type, a parable of the Heavenly Father 
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offering up His only begotten Son. In any 
drama there is a cast of characters. We read, 
“Hamlet, Prince of Denmark.” The clause 
defines the person in the play. So in this 
pageant it is, “Abraham, the Father,” and 
“Isaac, the only begotten son.” God so 
loved the world that He gave His Isaac. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY HEART. 


October 20 
WHOM THOU LOVEST (22:2) 

God is going to show us, beyond ques- 
tion, that Abraham is not a callous old man 
who has degenerated into a senility that has 
destroyed the finer things of life. The old 
man had been lonely for many years, and 
had loved Ishmael to the point where he 
desired to force him into God’s plan. When 
Ishmael’s mockery aroused the resentment 
of Sarah, the Lord told Abraham to obey 
the voice of his wife, and Ishmael went 
from his life. God never took any earthly 
love from a life without replacing it with a 
much greater spiritual love. God Himself 
is the declarer of the state of Abraham's 
heart. It is He who announces to Abraham 
that Isaac is his beloved son. The only 
reason why God could possibly order Abra- 
ham to do what He was about to command 
him was that God loved Isaac more than 
Abraham did. 

LORD, GIVE US EVER DEEPER, HOLIER 
LOVES. 

October 21 
GET THEE INTO THE LAND OF MORIAH 
(22:2) 

Moriah means “chosen of God,” and la- 
ter on it was to become the site of the tem- 


ple where all of the sacrifices would be of- 
fered, and where God would one day rend 
the veil in two that free access might be 
shown for all the people of God. We read 
in the Chronicles, “Then Solomon began to 
build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in 
Mount Moriah, where the Lord appeared 
unto David his father, in the place that 
David had prepared in the threshing floor 
of Ornan the Jebusite” (2 Chron. 3:1). At 
the moment of our account it was unin- 
habited. Abraham could not see Jerusalem, 
the temple, and Calvary there, but the Lord 
God could see them, for not only was Christ 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world (Rev. 13:8), and .we the people 
chosen from the foundation of the world 
(Eph. 1:4), but Calvary was chosen as the 
place. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE ETER- 
NALNESS OF THY PLAN. 


October 22 
OFFER HIM THERE FOR A BURNT- 
OFFERING (22:2) 

One of the outstanding modernists of our 
day quotes this text as a proof that the God 
of the Old Testament was an immoral mon- 
ster demanding a human sacrifice. This at- 
titude, of course, stems from one who denies 
inspiration, and who denies the omniscience 
of God. Though God was telling Abraham 
to offer up Isaac, He knew in advance that 
He intended to provide a lamb for a sub- 
stitute, and that Isaac would walk down 
the hill alive with his father. Ishmael was 
not offered, but cast out. Isaac must be 
offered as a sacrifice. For although legal 
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Heartfelt Thanks From Hungry Hebrew Christians 


A poor Hebrew Christian widow in Germany writes: “How 
» happy you have made us with your big CARE food carton. I am 
* unable to describe our joy over this gift. May the faithful Lord 
Jesus bless and richly reward you and those who make it possible 


» Another Hebrew Christian, a lawyer whose body and spirit were 
almost shattered in a German concentration camp, says this: 
“Accept my heartfelt thanks for the CARE food parcel contain- 
ing cans of meat, ham, and other food of excellent quality. I have 
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happy. I formerly belonged to the Jewish religion, but became 
a Christian in 1938. Please have mercy on us at another time.” 
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must not abandon these brethren of our Lord now. Let us not weary in well doing. 
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A BUSINESSMAN SPEAKS 





John E. Mitchell Jr. of Dallas, Texas, prominent manufacturer 
and civic leader tells what he likes about YOUNG LIFE CAMPAIGN 


Message 

In the first place, I like its message. We are 
living today in perilous times, and face conditions 
and issues that inspire deep concern. This is no 
time for an uncertain message or an insipid, 
indefinite program. This is a time when people 
everywhere—especially young people—should be 
asked, in a forthright manner, to listen to the 
Word of God Himself. 

Young Life does just that. It brings to the 
high school youngsters, in a straightforward, at- 
tractive manner, the wonderful 
Gospel message: —the message 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and 
that by believing in Him we can 
have eternal life, and happiness 
—now and always. They are 
taught that Jesus is “the way, the 
truth and the life,” and that no 
one can be saved from the penal- 
ty and power of sin except by 
trust in Him. 

And then after the youngsters 
have accepted Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour, they are taught 
how to go on with Him, to walk with Him in daily 
life, to study His Word, and to seek His will. 


Methods 

Second, I like the methods of Young Life. The 
technique is to get acquainted with the high school 
kids where they are—on the campus, on the athletic 
field, in the drug store; and then, once they become 
interested, to start a club, which meets once a week 
in someone’s home. 

It is usually the school leaders that Young Life 
goes after—the athletes, the cheer leaders, the class 
officers. After a few meetings, those outstanding 
young folks become enthusiastic and bring in their 
“following.” The clubs usually grow by leaps and 
bounds. It is nothing unusual after four or five 
meetings to see fifty or sixty young people crowded 
into someone's living room, sitting on the floor, the 
window sills, the stairs, and overflowing into dining 
room, halls and kitchen. It is an inspiring sight to 
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see these youngsters singing gospel choruses, and 
listening with keen interest—many of them for the 
first time—to the simple message about the wonder- 
ful Person who loved them and gave Himself for 
them. It is inspiring to see. kids who, only a little 
while before, were in all: sorts of mischief, now 
carrying Bibles and giving clear evidence of 
changed lives. : 


Missionaries 


Third, I like the Young Life missionaries. That's’ 


exactly what they are—missionaries. These young 
men and women, most of them 
college graduates, go to the high 
school campuses with the same 
zeal and high purpose that sends 
our foreign missionaries to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. 
Often they face the same kind 
of difficulties, problems and 
sacrifices. Most of these Young 
Life missionaries have given up 
lucrative jobs or promising ca- 
reers to serve the Lord (at half 
the pay and twice the work) in 
this particular field. Unselfish, 
wholehearted and attractive—it is no wonder that 
they are cordially liked by the youngsters whom 
they serve. 


Master 


Fourth and last—I love the Master who inspires 
Young Life Campaign and who is the center and 
head of it. It is the Lord Jesus whom these high 
school kids need, and it is to Him that they are 
directed. He died that they might have life, and 
when the youngsters find out that amazing fact for 
themselves, large numbers of them want Him for 
their personal Saviour and Master. 

The Lord Jesus is the real head of Young Life 
Campaign. It is He whom the workers serve; it 
is His “well done” they seek; it is He whom 
Young Life honors. 


Joun E. Mitcue Lt, Jr. 
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works are never acceptable to God, the sac- 
rifice provided by God and demanded by 
Him, is indeed acceptable in His sight. 
Abraham would walk up the mount with 
Isaac, but he would come down with Isaac 
and a much greater knowledge of God. 
LORD, TO KNOW THEE BETTER IS WORTH 
ALL SACRIFICE. 


October 23 
ONE OF THE MOUNTAINS I WILL TELL 
THEE OF (22:2) 

This is the first mention of Mount Cal- 
vary by definite location. It will be the 
theme of the whole Bible, and the subject 
of the conversations of eternity. This is 
demonstrated by the conversation of Moses 
and Elijah on the mount of the transfigura- 
tion, for they “appeared in glory, and spake 
of His decease which He should accomplish 
at Jerusalem” (Lk. 9:31). Our earth may 
turn around the axis that runs between the 
north pole and the south pole, but the uni- 
verse turns around the mount of Calvary 
where the Lord Jesus Christ performed the 
Father's will. We may well sing: 

O the love that drew salvation’s plan; 

O the grace that brought it down to man; 
O the mighty gulf, which God did span 
At Calvary. 

Mercy there was great, and grace was free; 
Pardon there was multiplied to me; 

There my burdened soul found liberty, 
At Calvary. 

LORD, KEEP US AT THE CROSS. 


October 24 
ABRAHAM ROSE UP EARLY IN THE 
MORNING (22:3) 

There is a notable company of early risers 
in the Bible. There has been a command 
of God, and the answer to such a command 
must be obedience. And the synonymn of 
true obedience is true faith. Abraham be- 
lieved God, and was therefore ready to do 
what was asked of him, even though it 
meant the offering up of all that was most 
dear to him. He was now making the sac- 
rifice asked by God in the place indicated 
by God. There was no explanation given 
by God. The call had been for an unques- 
tioning obedience of faith, and there is no 
record of even a moment's hesitation. David 
describes such obedience, “I made haste, 
and delayed not to keep Thy command- 
ments” (Psa. 119:60). Some men have 
written of the silent agony of Abraham, but 
there is no mention of anything but swift 
obedience. 

LORD, MAKE US SWIFT TO OBEY. 

October 25 
SADDLED THE ASS .. . CLAVE THE 
WOOD (22:3) 

“Isaac yields himself, but it is of Abra- 
ham God asks him. Abraham it is who 
girds the ass, cleaves the wood, and gives 
up his Isaac, when the Lord requires the 
sacrifice. . . . Thus faith travels on to ground 
chosen of God, for faith dares not choose 
its own crosses, or where or when it will 
endure suffering. But if in the journey of 


life, trial .is appointed, so grievous as to 
threaten to crush that inward life which is 
so precious to us, — be the trial what it 
may, pain, contempt, or misrepresentation, 
or, what is far more trying to the elect, con- 
fusion of soul, inward distraction, desola- 
tion, darkness, —- whatever it be, if it be 
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God-appointed, let us go onward, the spirit 
of sonship shall not perish.” Resolutely we 
pursue the way which God has planned, 
and we can know in advance that He doeth 
all things well. 
LORD, GIVE US WOOD-SPLITTING FAITH. 
October 26 
WENT UNTO THE PLACE OF WHICH 
GOD HAD TOLD HIM (22:3) 
“Let us take heed. that we are not on self- 
chosen ground. Self-chosen penances, self- 
inflicted pains, are not the sacrifice faith 
offers upon Mount Moriah; rather do they 
savor of horrid Moloch, to whom even Solo- 
mon may bow, but whose worship is abomi- 
nation. Great as those sacrifices may seem 
which are imposed by self-will, much more 
precious are those«-to which ‘God calls us. 
One day in which we yield our will to Him 
is of more’ value than years of toiling self- 
will. Such yieldings of our will are safe. 
The life which has sprung from faith can- 
not perish thus.” How could it be possible 
for us to lose when we are following the 
orders of our God? How could it possible 
for us to have anything other than pleasant- 
ness and peace when we walk in His ways 
and His paths? 
LORD, MAY WE KEEP WALKING IN THE 
PLACE WHICH THOU DOST SHOW. 
October 27 
ON THE THIRD DAY (22:4) 

There are a score of incidents in the Bible 
which took place on “third days,” and I 
have never found one that did not refer to 
resurrection truth. The emphasis in this 
whole story is not going to be on sacrifice 
or offering, but on the receiving of the most 
abundant grace of God. Abraham was not 
gloomy for a moment. We believe it can 
be demonstrated that not for one moment 
did he have any thought other than that God 
was going to be forced to perform a miracle 
of resurrection since He had gotten Himself 
into a predicament by commanding the sac- 





rifice of a son of whom definite promises 
had been given that he should live, and 
have children. If Isaac had really died, 
God would have become a promise-breaker. 
There can be no doubt of the fact that 
Abraham had calculated this, and was ex- 
pecting resurrection (Heb. 11:18, 19). 
LORD, KEEP US IN REMEMBRANCE THAT 
THOU ART LIFE. 


October 28 
ABRAHAM SAW THE PLACE AFAR OFF 
(22:4) 


His vision included more than a mountain 
located geographically in the land of Moriah. 
He saw past the deed to the resurrection. 
He saw past the type to the fulfillment. He 
saw past Isaac to the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
New Testament will not permit any other 
interpretation of the facts. He “accounted 
that God was able to raise him up from the 
dead” (Heb. 11:19), and thus began to see 
Christ’s day. Our Lord will later remind 
the Pharisees of this fact, “Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see My day; and he 
saw it, and was glad” (John 8:56). All 
that has been written concerning Abraham's 
struggle on this occasion is false. All that 
has been written of his deep-torn emotions 
is out of line with the facts. He believed 
in God's plan and looked beyond the seem- 
ing difficulties, and every movement was 
filled with the gladness of this knowledge. 
LORD, THAT | MAY KNOW THEE, AND 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION. 
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October 29 
| AND THE LAD WILL GO YONDER AND 
WORSHIP (22:5) 

It was not a heathen worship of human 
sacrifice that he was looking forward to. 
Faith was stedfast, and saw the end from 
the beginning. He was living in such close 
fellowship with God by this time that he 
was in a quiet calm of joy which pervades 
every movement, and is reflected in every 
part of the narrative. The servants were 
not permitted to accompany them. They 
might have opposed the sacrifice of Isaac. 
Faith must always go alone with God; it 
can never be accompanied by any alien pres- 
ence. Even the thoughts which might op- 
pose the abandon of the heart to God must 
be left behind when faith comes to be cru- 
cified with Christ. By now Abraham is at 
the spiritual stage of growth where every 
word and gesture are worship. The heart 
now holds nothing back. 

LORD, TEACH US THE TRUE WORSHIP OF 
UTTER SURRENDER. 

October 30 
| AND THE LAD ... WILL COME AGAIN 
UNTO YOU (22:5) 

Here is the flat announcement of Abra- 
ham's expectation. This phrase denies all 
of the liberals who see in this story an evolu- 
tionary account of human sacrifices. It is 
noteworthy that there is not a line concern- 
ing Abraham's emotions. He had received 
certain promises and he was absolutely sure 
that these promises would be fulfilled to the 
last detail, He walked forward with the 
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definite assurance that God was not a liar. 
He was like Job who said, “Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him” (Job 13:15). 
That his faith was strong is shown in the 
announcement to the servants that Isaac 
would return with him. He truly believed 
that Isaac would die and that God intended 
this, but he just as truly believed that God 
would raise him from the dead, and that 
they would return together. 

LORD, GIVE US RESURRECTION FAITH. 


October 31 


HE LAID THE WOOD UPON ISAAC HIS 
SON (22:6) 


It must not be forgotten that Isaac was 
a grown young man. Abraham was Isaac's 
age, plus one hundred years. Was Isaac 
thirty-three? We do not know, but the 
Hebrew word which is translated “lad” is 
elsewhere used for armed soldiers. The point 
of this is that Isaac was consenting to all 
that was happening. He was a true picture 
of Christ, and it must be remembered that 
the Lord Jesus said, “Therefore doth My 
Father love Me, because I lay down My life, 
that I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of My Father” (John 10:17, 
18). Abraham, at his advanced age, would 
have been no match for Isaac if Isaac had 
wished to resist. But Isaac bore the wood, 
as Christ bore the cross. 
LORD, ALL WE CAN DO IS WORSHIP 
AND ADORE. 


PREACHING THE BIBLE 
(Continued from Page 10) 
condemned to die wants a reprieve, 
not flowers. A drowning man wants 
a life-belt, or a helping hand, and 
not a lecture from the shore on 
gravitation. Believe me, in these des- 
perate times the people are turning 
away from pulpit rationalistic the- 
orizings and are calling out for truth. 
I believe in wide study and sympathy, 
in putting myself abreast of all that 
is of any value to me as a Christian 
minister. I believe that I am a sin- 
ner, that God is a Saviour, that Jesus 
Christ died for my sins, and that if 
I repent He will forgive and give me 
eternal life. I do believe in conver- 
sion and Christian character, and I 
believe all this, and much more, be- 
cause I believe I have a divine reve- 
lation of it in the Bible; and because 
I believe it, I preach it. Preach what 
you know; the people have doubts 

enough of their own. 
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DR. T. LEONARD LEWIS (Moody °27), an 
outstanding Christian educator, is president of Gordon 
Divinity School and Gordon College of Theology and 
Missions. Foundation Bible study at Moody Bible 


Institute combined with fifteen years of pastoral work and six 


years of teaching in a seminary have prepared 
Dr. Lewis for his important position of supervising the 
education of young people. 


“The evangelist 
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THROUGH THE ARCH... 
an interesting picture book of student life 
at Moody is yours for the asking. With it you'll receive 
a new school catalog, giving complete and detailed 
description of the courses at this well-known Bible 
school—the school that gave Dr. T. Leonard Lewis 
the foundation for a successful career in Christian 
education. Address Office of Admissions, Room ET-816 





gave me good advice...” 


“*More than thirty years ago, an evangelist 
held a city-wide campaign in Sapulpa, 
Oklahoma. A high school student at the 
time, I was strangely moved by those 
meetings. Several years later, as a college 
freshman, I called on that evangelist for 
advice about a school where I could pre- 
pare for Christian service. Trained at 
Moody Bible Institute himself, he advised 
me to attend Moody. I have never re- 
gretted following his advice. MBI pro- 
vided a foundation of Bible knowledge and 
sound doctrine, upon which understand- 
ing gained from other schools has been 
built. 

“As a Christian educator I know that 
every young man and woman needs a 
knowledge of the Bible and an under- 





standing of sound doctrine as a basis for 
Christian service. This holds true whether 
the young person plans to serve as a pro- 
fessional Christian worker or as a lay 
member of an evangelical church. 

“The Bible institute movement, pio- 
neered by D.‘L. Moody in 1886, has made 
such a significant contribution to Amer- 
ican education that the place of the Bible 
institute has been recognized by the U. S. 
Office of Education and by noted edu- 
cators across the country. 

“Through the years I’ve thanked God 
for the advice the evangelist gave me and 
for the school that D. L. Moody founded. 
May it continue to train young people to 
serve the Lord Jesus effectively until He 
comes again.” 


MOODY 

BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
(Continued from Page 13) 


identity at the moment. They had 
come out of Egypt with a bitter, com- 
plaining attitude toward Moses. Their 
constant refrain, which they admitted 
had been their song before the Lord 
put another in their mouths, was: “Is 
not this the word that we did tell thee 
in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that 
we may serve the Egyptians? For it 
had been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians, than that we should die in 
the wilderness” (Ex. 14:12). 


Then the Lord manifested His 
power. The nation saw Moses stretch 
forth his hand over the sea; the wind 
began to blow; and in the morning 
there was a path through the sea. The 
cloud of God had come down behind 
them, and they saw the glory of God 
stand between them and the host of 
Pharaoh. They took their goods and 
chattels, their flocks and herds, their 
old folk and their little ones, and 
marched into the strange valley, and 
through it to safety. On the west side 
of the sea, they had been against 
Moses. On the east side of the sea, 
they were for Moses. The difference 


is called baptism. had become 
identified with Moses. What happened 
later was another question. God be- 
came displeased with them when they 
did not live up to the high privileges 
that had become theirs by the signal 
deliverance which He had accorded 
them. But when they emerged from 
the Red Sea, they were baptized unto 
Moses. They had changed their iden- 
tity from whimpering complainers to 
eager followers. 


The Body and the Head 

Having established the metaphori- 
cal meaning of the word “baptize,” 
let us now look at the word “body,” 
into which we are identified. Again 
we realize at once that this word must 
not be taken in its literal sense, but in 
its metaphorical sense. We are not 
baptized into the hands and feet of 
Christ, in the physical sense. We are 
identified with that great body of for- 
mer sons of Adam who have been 
taken out of their relationship with 
their first father in order to be united 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as sons of 
the Heavenly Father by the work of 
the Holy Spirit, who joins us to God’s 
dear Son. 
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The dictionary shows thirty defini- 
‘tions of the word “body,” all of which 
are most carefully distinguished the 
one from the others. The use of the 
word in our sefise is a figurative one, 
which comes from that marvelous 
phenomenon that is ever present with 
us, and of which we frequently take 
such little notice, that every action of 
our body is performed at the com- 
mand of our head. That is what it 
means to be in the body: to be under 
the command of our glorious Head. 


Perhaps the most amazing example 
of physical dexterity which has ever 
come under my notice is that recorded 
by Dr. Alexis Carrel, famous French 
physician, Nobel prize winner in 
medicine, and one-time head of the 
Rockefeller Institute in New York. 
When Dr. Carrel was a boy he deter- 
mined that he was going to be a sur- 
geon, and began at a very early age 
to prepare his hands to give them 
flexibility and suppleness to perform 
delicate operations. He secured the 
cover of a matchbox and, placing it 
over the two smallest fingers of either 
hand, taught himself at great pains to 
take stitches with a needle and suture, 
joining the edges of cigarette paper 
together in the narrow confines of 
that box top, and tying a fine knot in 
the suture to finish off the “opera- 
tion” which he had thus performed. 
I ater, when he performed actual sur- 
gery, he amazed the medical world 
by the manipulative skill, both adroit 
and dextrous, with which he worked 
in narrow recesses of the human 
body. Dr. Carrel’s head was in com- 
plete mastery of his fingers. 


Spiritual Co-ordination 


In the domain of the spiritual life, 
we are frequently awkward because 
we have not allowed the Head, the 
Lord Jesus, to control our co-ordina- 
tion and teach us the possibilities of 
complete domination by our Lord. He 
has set before us in the Word the 
possibility of bringing into captivity 
every thought unto the obedience of 
Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). The world will 
never look at clumsy handlers of the 
problems of life, but it will stop in 
some awe before the life that has al- 
lowed itself to be trained to a skilful 
proficiency in the craft of Christian 
living. Men did not admire the fingers 
but the head of Carrel; and men will 
not admire the man but the Lord 
when they see your good works. Our 
Lord Himself has said that such 
living would cause men to glorify our 
— which is in Heaven (Mt. 

716). 


ETERNITY 




















This, then, is the body relationship 
into which we are identified by the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. We grow 
up into “the Head, even Christ, , 
whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to 
the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in 
love” (Eph. 4:16). 

Now, it is not the physical body of 
Christ into which we are identified by 
the Spirit, but into that sovereign in- 
telligence which articulates lives. This 
is a great truth, but it is not all the 
truth concerning the work of the 
Holy Spirit in placing us in Christ. 
There is something which, I believe, 
transcends even that which we have 
seen of our place in Him. It can be 
wee He out through the study of the 


word * 
120 “Ins” 

There are at least 120 verses in 
Paul’s epistles where the word “in 
is used before one of the names of 
our Lord, or before a pronoun which 
represents Him. If you know an 
verses by memory beyond John 3:16, 
you will probably find that several of 
these contain the little word “in” be- 
fore the name of Christ. “If any man 
be in Christ he is a new creation” 
(2 Cor. 5:17) ; “Accepted in the be- 
loved” (Eph. 1:6); “There is there- 
fore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
8:1). The list will grow long as we 
proceed with our study. 

The thesis of these studies is 


that when we were baptized into 


the body of Christ, when we were 
identified with Him, it was a work 
by the Holy Spirit which placed us 
in Christ Sagres in the whole 
scope of His being and work from 
eternity to pm We shall take 
many of these verses which place us 
in Christ and arrange them in a 
chronological order, which will show 
us that we have been placed in Christ 
from before the foundation of the 
world, and that we have been counted 
as being im Christ in all that He did 
while here on earth, and that we are 
looked upon as being in Christ where 
He is today and in what He is now 
doing, and that we shall be found in 
Christ forever and ever. 

Part of this great: truth has been 
obscured by a very common statement 
in our churches that is partly false 
because it is only partly true. It is 
the statement that water baptism is a 
symbol of death, burial, and resur- 
rection. Now, baptism is a symbol 
of death, burial, and resurrection, 
when understood in the New Testa- 
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ment way; but not of the mode of 
disposal of a human body. We shall 
see that it is a symbol of much more, 
both of that which preceded the 
death of Christ and of that which 
follows His resurrection. What we 
must never say is that any one par- 
ticular form of water baptism is a 
symbol of death, burial, and resur- 
rection. “Buried with Him in bap- 
tism” is a metaphor. 
Death, B and Resurrection 
There are some thirty-nine meth- 
ods of disposing of dead bodies that 
are known to ethnologists and an- 
thropologists, and most certainly no 
form of water baptism can be said 
to be a symbol of most of these meth- 
ods of caring for the body after death. 
The American Indians wra the 
remains of their loved ones in birch 
bark and suspended them in the tops 
of trees. Another tribe in South 
America placed the bodies in holes 
like post holes, so that the corpse 
could stand at attentien like a soldier. 
In India, bodies are burned and the 
ashes scattered on the surface of 
sacred rivers. In another part of that 
same land, the bodies are placed in 
the open for the birds of the air to 
pick their bones clean. Now it goes 
without saying that no missionary 
could tell any of these peoples that 
either immersion, sprinkling, or pour- 
ing were apt symbols of these funeral 
rites. Nor could they be literal sym- 
bols of the disposal of the body of 
our Lord, which was wrapped in fine 
linen and placed in a cave above 





ground with a stone rolled in front of 
the door. Let us not be parochial in 
our outlook. We would not allow the 
African tribesman to cast the Bible 
into the mould of his narrow experi- 
ence. Let us be careful that we do not 
restrict the Word of God to our 
slightly broader knowledge 

There is one Lord, one faith, and 
one identification. This is the work 
whereby the Holy Spirit has put us 
into the eternal Christ. We may at- 
tempt to symbolize eternity by such an 
ornament as a ring, but we will find 
ourselves going round and round our 
own finger forever. We must not 
seek to find in a mode of water bap- 
tism that which is to symbolize every- 
thing from eternal election in the past 
to eternal enthronement in the future. 
Rather let us comprehend the spiritual, 
and seek to view our identification 
with the Lord Jesus Christ as the all- 
important truth that shall transform 
every phase of our being as we come 
to realize actually some of the power 
and riches that are available for every 
child of God. 

And now we climb the ridges of 
Abarim, to Pisgah, and push all the 
way to Mt. Nebo from which we shall 
see a land so full of milk and honey 


‘that the soul who enters into its joys 


shall lie down in the fullness of green 

pastures and still waters, and shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord for- 

ever, because we have been eternally 

joined to the Lord of the land, by 

being identified in the eternal Christ. 
(To be Continued) 
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THE ART OF LIVING 
(Continued from Page 6) 


which way I ought to go from here?” 
“That depends a good deal on where 
you want to get to,” said the Cat. We 
cannot, of course, expect direction un- 
less we know our goal or destination. 
Nothing is to be gained by just vague- 
ly wishing for success; rather we 
must begin by trying to get a clear 
vision of the objective. To play darts 
well, your eye must be on the target. 
Ask yourself then, “What is my tar- 
get in life, what am I aiming at?” 
Why not take a sheet of paper and 
try to write down now your purpose 
or objective in life? Perhaps you 
cannot do this at once; if not, keep 
on thinking and praying about it, and 
do not be content until you have it 
clearly set down in black and white. 
Remember, the person who knows 
clearly where he wants to go has 
always a great advantage over the 
person who just drifts from one thing 
to another under the pressure or lure 
of circumstances. Set yourself a defi- 
nite goal, or rather seek to find out 
God’s purpose for your life, and then 
live “according to His purpose.” 


Stages on the Way 


Next, make a plan of how you in- 
tend to move toward your goal. It is 
not sufficient to have a vision of the 
ultimate objective, as that may be too 
far off to have any influence upon 
present conduct. What is needed first 
of all is a series of “proximate objec- 
tives,” i.e. stages on the way, a de- 
tailed plan of how to reach the goal. 
For example, here is a young Chris- 
tian who has defined his purpose as 
follows: “I will learn the Spanish 
language, work for a shipping firm in 
London which trades with the Latin- 
American republics, seek to get trans- 
ferred to South America to do busi- 
ness for the firm at that end and thus 
become an overseas missionary with 
a secular job to support me.” Here 
a vision, to be a missionary of Christ, 
has already become a plan. 


This young man, however, would be 
well-advised to make his plan even 
more detailed: “I will learn the lan- 
guage in the next two years; first of 
all, that will mean three Spanish les- 
sons a week for the next six months,” 
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etc. In other words, get down to brass -- 


tacks. If you make a three-year plan, 
sub-divide it into yearly periods, then 
determine how much you will tackle 
each month, how much each week, 
and even each day. Such a detailed 
program is the only way to solid pro- 
gressive achievement. The plan may 
have to be modified as time goes on 
because of the emergence of new 
factors in your life, but any plan is 
better than no plan at all. Mr. 
Churchill and President Roosevelt 
planned the stages in the defeat of 
Nazi Germany years ahead. This 
timetable had to be modified because 
of later unforeseen developments but 
the victory achieved was a planned 
victory. So make your own personal 
plan, and try to have it as detailed 
as possible. 


Making the Most of the Time 


This in turn involves a wise and 
careful use of all our time. To suc- 
ceed in life, we must learn how to 
make the very best use of the minutes 
and hours, and to think and act in 
terms of these rather.than of months 
and years. We must not only learn 
“how to live on twenty-four hours a 
day” (the title of a book by Arnold 
Bennett), but also in Rudyard Kip- 
ling’s words, how to “fill the unfor- 
giving minute with sixty seconds’ 
worth of distance run.” It may be a 
help to rough out each day’s work, 
making a list of the things to be done 
and tackling the most difficult ones 
first. There is much wisdom in the 
oft-repeated sayings, “procrastination 
is the thief of time” and “never put 
off to tomorrow, what you can do 
today.” To form the habit of doing 
things promptly is not only a sign of 
industry and efficiency, but usually 
proves to be such a help to others 
that, as a. result, we are entrusted 
with larger responsibilities. Time is 
wealth which, rightly used, leads to 
success. Try to occupy it profitably, 
even your leisure time and recreation. 
You can turn to good account the time 
spent traveling in bus or train, or at 
the hairdresser’s, in reading, planning, 
or other profitable ways. Most of 
life’s failures were time-wasters, so 
form the habit of “making the most 
of the time” Eph. 5:16, R.S.V.). 


Think Success 


We next deal with two related fac- 
tors in successful living, the hidden 
thoughts of the mind and the outward 
and visible appearance. These are re- 
lated, because what we are inwardly 
tends to express itself outwardly. A 
person who desires to be successful 
must habitually think success; as 
Marcus Aurelius said, “the mind is 
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HOW MUCH OF THE 
BIBLE DO YOU 
KNOW? 

What do you know about the "Min- 
istry of Angels?" Or—"Who made 

the Devil?” 
Our excellent Bible Study Leaflets 


answer these questions and are just 
what you need for your study 
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@ The most artistic scenery backgrounds available 
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AT ONCE for equipment, scholarships, our 
Surgeon's salary. 
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dyed the color of its habitual 
thoughts.” If we make a practice of 
thinking dark and negative thoughts 
of defeat, impotence, and failure, 
how can we expect to succeed? “If 
you think you can’t, you can t; if you 
think you. can, you can’ * this i is, of 
course, not true without sensible qual- 
ification, but it contains a vast amount 
of truth. As a man sows in his secret 
thoughts, so inevitably does he reap 
in external circumstances. You have 
been asked to make a speech at a 
public dinner. You are nervous per- 
haps, and keep on thinking of what a 
mess you will make of it. You think 
failure, and you fail. But make a 
practice of seeing yourself making the 
speech with ces ae and poise, and 
you will be helping yourself to do so 
when the moment arrives. Begin the 
day with gloomy thoughts and every- 
thing seems to go wrong; keep on 
thinking sickness and you tend to 
become ill, anticipate failure and it 
will almost surely come. For. as a 
man “thinketh in his heart, so is he” 
(Prov. 23:7). 


It is worthwhile, therefore, to guard 
your thought life by remembering the 
law “a thought backed by vivid 
imagination tends to express itself in 
reality.” So think success, and do it 
habitually. Also look successful! Let 


the inner thought life express itself - 


in a cheerful and happy face, and in 
your smart and tidy appearance. A 
person who looks down-at-heel, whose 
clothes are covered with stains and 
dirty marks, is hardly likely to prove 
a success in any walk of life. After 
all, others who do not know our 
sterling inner qualities will tend to 
evaluate us by what they see out- 
wardly. 


Persistence and Perseverance 

Finally, persistence and persever- 
ance are essential to success. “Rome 
was not built in a day”; and things 


that are worthwhile can rarely be 
achieved in a hurry... Joshua had a 
clear objective and a plan of cam- 
paign, but he had to battle for the 
land of Canaan. We too must be pre- 
pared to battle. Delays, failures, dis- 
appointments and frustrations are 
temporarily inevitable in the warfare 
of life, but they can mostly be over- 
come by courage and perseverance. 
Success in most spheres demands that 
all too rare quality of “stickability.” 
Take, for example, writing. Many 
people have a shot at this, receive back 
their early manuscripts * ‘with the edi- 
tor’s compliments,” lose heart, and 
quit. But George Bernard Shaw 
wrote five novels before he could find 
a publisher. He, and many like him, 
succeeded as writers because they 
carried on. Do not allow yourself to 
be put off by early failure and sit 
like Elijah under a juniper tree of 
depression. Edison invented the elec- 
tric lamp, after spending more than 


$40,000 and making several hundred 


experiments. He “failed” hundreds 
of times before he succeeded. It has 
been well said that the secret of suc- 
cess is ninety-nine per cent sheer 
sweat. 

The main thoughts of this article 
may be summarized by reference to 
an incident in the life of the late 
Lord Fisher. He once received a 
letter from a young midshipman ask- 
ing an important question. The latter 
had written on behalf of all the junior 
officers of his gunroom who wished, 
like himself, to know how to succeed. 
“My Lord, you were once a midship- 
man like ourselves: and now you are 
at the head of our profession. Can 
you tell us how you did it?’ In his 
reply, Lord Fisher wrote: “Get a 
vision of the great thing you want to 
accomplish. Be prepared to battle for 
it. Pray earnestly to God to give you 
the victory.” 


(To be Continued) 





A VITAL MATTER NEEDING 
YOUR EARNEST CONSIDERATION 


The Founder of the 


Bethel Mission (with 50 years of mi 


American E missionary 
experience) recently returned from visiting the Mission Stations in Europe and Israel, 


oo ine. 
Grace Divine 
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GIVE GENEROUS, SAFE RETURNS! 


What peace of mind you have from knowing 
your Moody annuities provide a generous and guaran- 
teed income! You receive this income in the same 
amount, on the same day, monthly, quarterly, semi- 
annually or annually, as you choose. It comes to you 
without skips or loss or shrinkage—for your entire life- 
time. And s2gardless of economic ups and downs, your 
Moody annuity income never changes. 


Because a portion of your Moody annuity is considered 
a gift by the government, you may deduct from 15 to 
25% in your income tax return for the current year. In 
the following years you report only 3% of the market 
value of your annuity as taxable income. 

What joy you have, too, in knowing your annuity dol- 
lars are used to train young people who will carry the 
gospel to the far ends of the earth, as well as for the 
other soul-winning ministries of the Institute. 


For complete information mail the coupon today for 
your free copy of the booklet “Double Dividends.” 
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New York’s Third Citizen, Evangelist, 

Author, Bible Teacher—14 years Pastor 

of Calvary Baptist Church, New York. - 
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“America Chooses.” 
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WRITE TODAY for open dates. 
Christ’s Mission, Inc. 
160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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MMEDIATE DELIVERY 


‘ADIRONDACK CHAIR CO. 
Dept. 6-18, 1148 Bway, W.Y.C. 1 


Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concerning 
these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 
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We are asked to pray for a trained 
nurse in New York City who has not 
been in good health for some time. 
Her sister writes “God is keeping 
her faithful to Him.” 
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A Michigan reader requests prayer 
for health and strength to enable her 
to maintain her own home and not 
become a burden to her family. 


A mother writes from Texas ask- 
ing prayer “for my two sons, pro- 
fessing Christians, that they may 
completely surrender their hearts and 
lives to the Saviour.” 








COLLEEN TOWNSEND in 
“GREAT DISCOVERY" 


The story of Connie's “GREAT DISCOV- 
ERY" in finding Christ as personal Saviour. 
How through Him she finds real inner peace 
and happiness; a spiritual goal; the full 
meaning of the Church and a truly Chris- 
tian life. (Produced by Light Of The World 
Films). Running time, 70 minutes. Write 
for details of rental. 


W. B. LUNDMAN 


VISUAL AIDS SERVICE 


1520 - 74th STREET BROOKLYN 28, N. Y. 
“Finest Films for the Church” 











Read The Bible Through in 1 Year 


SYSTEMATICALLY, INTELLIGENTLY 
20 Minutes Each Day 
Guided by Experienced Teachers 
Receive Bible Reader's Certificate. 
Begin Any Time. Write for Full Details 
WINONA LAKE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
Fellowship Dept., Winona Lake, Indiana 














BOOKS FOR HONG KONG 

We have had a request for books 
for the Fraternity Book Room in 
Hong Kong which is associated with 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 
The supervisor of the Book Room 
writes: 

“We in the Book Room have a few 
shelves of second-hand books together 
with a.small Church Library, and we 
are finding that access to these is a 


most useful way to help our brethren - 


in distress. 

“In connection with the Book 
Room, I make bold to ask a favor. 
We seek to serve the English-speak- 
ing Chinese in a special way and there 
are many English-speaking Chinese 
pastors and laymen here now. I won- 
der if you have access to second-hand 
Bible commentaries, either sets or 
individual volumes on various books 
of the Bible, together with devotional 
works. I am writing this because of 
the fact which must be well-known 
to you that new books published in 
America are very expensive and prac- 
tically out of reach of the average 
Chinese pocketbook.” 

Books for this library may be sent 
to Eternity, P.O. Box 2000, Phila- 
delphia 3, Penna. 


BIBLES IN BERLIN 

We have received word from Cor- 
poral Rennie in Berlin: 

“Thank you for publishing my re- 
quest for German Bibles in your 
magazine ETERNITY. I have had a 
good response to this request from 
several individuals, including one of 
your readers from England. Last 
week I received 5 boxes of Bibles 
from your GERMAN BIBLE COL- 
LECTION in Wooster, Ohio. We 
are thrilled by this great answer to 
prayer—for Germany’s greatest need, 
bar none, is for Bibles. 





' > Senn am autctaieiion aiuiinen @ 
in close touch with Jewish conditions 


on to which we are committed 
interest. $10.00 or $5.00 provides 





ETERNITY 





ms 


a ea 


6 An clammy ethan tt ge WM how. emt Dieset! be. 
renee) Saniora, - 


meee 2 


ee et ee te 
=a 





cers: 


roa thy 


eet eee ee 


en ae 


4 
ii 
‘ 

q 














ron 


IN is 


station seis 


A sneer tt ye te MH atin. D> at i es 


“ 
rar 


aap 


ee De ee tel 





Pan cywten 


PN OLD it te mace ts 


A Rke ih ee - ~ 


taeambeatthieten 


ee 


OPH) Mee om Symnigcoge 








To renovate and set-up housekeeping in OUR NEW HOME. 


That looks like a BIG amount of money UNLESS you know the following: 
e The building is exceptionally well built and suited to our purposes 
e Insurance appraisal was for $1,020,000 


e Our purchase price was $160,000 


ITS A 
$101,873 
PROPOSITION 





















So you see — to spend $101,873 to make this building usable and attractive for approximately 


1,000 Christian students (including 300 dormitory students) is economically 


worthwhile. 


WILL YOU PUT YOURSELF INTO THIS PROPOSITION? — 


fils 


Our friends have been thrilled by the actuality of PHILADELPHIA BIBLE INSTITUTE and nominal 
Christian circles have been impressed and are watching our movements with interest. 


We want to remain a genuine Christian testimony — one of the first ways to | 


make this possible is to have our needs supplied so that we can say: "We stepped 


out on faith and our faith has been honored.” 


The Lord is ALWAYS faithful. We NEED YOU to be obedient to HIM as to what HE 
would have you do about THIS PROPOSITION. 


Write for our Building 


Fund Brochure giving 


more detailed 


informa- 


tion as to expenditures. 


Philadelphia 


Bible 
Institute 


1800 ARCH STREET e 


Dr. William A. Mierop 
President 


Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 
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‘how 


can I really know 


the Bible 
and learn 


to win souls?”’ 


Moody’s General Bible Course is the answer 


Your mind and heart will be literally filled with God’s Word 

as you study the entire Bible in its broad outlines (““Synthesis’’) 
and 18 books in detail (“Analysis”) . . . as you become grounded in 
the great doctrines of the Bible, in Bible geography and history 

. .. as you learn how we got our Bible and how to answer 

criticism of the Bible. Subjects like Personal Evangelism teach you 
how to put this Bible study to practical use. Electives enable 

you to specialize in Christian education, home missions or music. 
Unlimited opportunities are offered for soul-winning and practical 


experience in all types of Christian service. 


This three-year course, an excellent foundation for all Christians 
regardless of life work, is open to high school graduates who 
meet Institute standards. Help is given students in finding 
employment while at school. 


; ; or 
Spring semester begins January 25. 


Write today for picture book and free catalog. 
Address Office of Admissions, Room ET 225 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELISTIC 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Dr. William Culbertson, pREsIDENT Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, DEAY 


“- 820 North La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 





